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Spencer Higa
Spencer Higa is a familiar name in fly fishing circles around North America. He is the
Fishing Manager at Falcon’s Ledge Lodge in
Altamont, Utah, the two-time Orvis lodge of
the year. It was there that he began his guiding
career in 1996.

Spencer is the creator of Higa’s SOS, an allpurpose nymph that has caught fish all over
the world. Among his other fishing endeavors
March Newsletter deadline for articles will be,
Spencer has competed in national fly fishing
competitions, made fly fishing films featured
April 17th
in fly fishing festivals, and is one of the ownIf you would like to submit an article in the newsletter ers of Tacky Fishing whose fly boxes have
please send it by that date.
revolutionized the industry.
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Membership
We are starting the New Year with our
Membership Drive. It runs from January
until March. We would like to publish
our Membership Directory prior to the
end of March 2016. Our club dues remain the same.
President’s Message

Parking Permits Required for
Our Meeting Night

This year our insurance company put a clause
in our insurance that each member has to sign
a waiver. The board has interpreted that the
waiver would not apply to meetings or classes
held inside the building. However, it does
apply to all outings and events that are on the
dock such as the casting classes.
It will be up to the outings leader to check to
see that the member has signed the waiver.
The outings leader should have some waivers
on hand to sign if the member has not signed
the waiver.

Be sure to ask for a 2016 blue Parking Permit when attending the monthly
meetings. Per the City ordinance, all
vehicles parked in the parking lots at
Fairmount Park from dusk until dawn,
without a permit will be ticketed. There
is limited parking available in front of
our clubhouse. Overflow Parking is
available directly across the street at the
Fairmount Park Golf Course.

Secondly, the board has determined that one
has to be a member to participate in the outings. The outings leader can obtain the membership list from Bob Yanta…..bobyanta@
sbcglobal.net.

Fly Tying Before the Meetings
Clark Stevens will be tying flies before our meetings.
Clark will be there at 4:00pm for those early arrivals,
but will be tying until the meetings starts.

Next year we will make it simple, the waiver
will be on the back of the membership form.
This is just another example of what this litigious society creates for a small recreational
entity.

Clark will be able to answer any questions you want
ask about fly tying before the meetings. This can be a
beginning question or any other technique that stumps
you in your fly tying.
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DCFF Classes and Events

Speakers for 2016

January
30th-SWCIFFF Fly Buy
Long Beach Casting Club
February
4th-10th-Steelhead Trip
13th-14th-Hot Dog Sales Bass Pro
20th-21th-Hot Dog Sales Bass Pro
27th-Beginning Fly Tying Part 1 (9-1pm)
27th-Intro to Fly Fishing (9am-3pm)
March
5th-Intro to Fly Casting (9am-noon)
12th- Advanced Casting Class
19th-Beginning Fly Tying Part 1 (9-1pm)
19th&20th- Lower Owens Trip
April

February 24th: Gary Bulla
Baja Fishing Adventures
March 23rd: Spencer Higa
Head Guide Falcon’s Ledge
April 27th: Rick Mazaira
Yosemite Outfitters
May 25th: White Elephant Sale
June 22nd: Alex Ramirez
Sales Rep. Sage, Rio, and Outcast
Meeting starts at 5:30pm-9:00pm

2nd-Rod Building (1st session)
9th-Rod Building (2nd session)
9th-Float Tube Class
16th-Small Stream Class
23rd-Knots & Shots
30th-Beginning Fly Tying Part 2 (9-1pm)

July 27th: Hutch Hutchison
Sales Rep. Orvis
Meeting starts at 5:30pm-9:00pm
August 24th: Ken Lindsay (The Fisherman’s Spot)
Fly Fishing in Chile

May

September 28th: TBA
October 26th: TBA

5th-12th-Eastern Sierra Opener
26th-30th-San Juan Trip
DCFF Calendar is on the Internet

November 16th: Members Night

The calendar lists all the activities that are going on in the
club, such as training events, outings, meetings, conservation events and many more.

December 7th: Holiday Banquet Fundraiser

To view the calendar:
1) Go to: www.deepcreekflyfishers.org
2) Click on the Calendar Tab at the top of the page
3) Then select: This Week, This Month, This Year,
or ICAL

Meet the Speaker for Dinner
All members are invited to meet and have dinner with this
month’s speaker. Meet us at Art’s Bar and Grill, dinner will
be at 4:30 pm. The food is great and the prices are very
reasonable - each member pays for their own meal and any
drinks.

To subscribe to the calendar:
Select ICAL, then Download the Public Events Calendar
It will appear in your computer deflaut Calendar Program.
As long as you have access to the Internet, it will update
automatically or you can “refresh” to update the current
calendar page.

Art’s Bar & Grill
3357 University Avenue, Riverside 92501
(91 Fwy. @ University Ave.) 951-683-9520

Any questions, or if you wish to have an event put on the
calendar, contact Website Director, Greg Lapolla at
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website@deepcreekflyfishers.org

Club Officers and Directors
President: Ken Rhodes
president@deepcreekflyfisher.org
Vice President: Art Santore
VP@deepcreekflyfishers.org
Secretary: Michael Brown
secretary@deepcreekflyfisher.org

2016 SAN JUAN River Trip

Treasurer: George Plescher
treasurer@deepcreekflyfishers.org

It’s that time of year again where we get a chance
to fish some of the best tailwater in the nation. Of
course, I am referring to the San Juan River below
Navajo Dam in New Mexico.

Membership: Bob Yanta
membership@deepcreekflyfishers.org
Conservation: Gary Applebee
conservation@deepcreekflyfishers.org

Once again this year we will be staying at FISHEADS
San Juan River Lodge. All the information you will
need about our location is at: http://www.fisheadsofthesanjuan.com

Education:
education@deepcreekflyfishers
Web Master: Greg LaPolla
webmaster@deepcreekflyfishers.org

The date of the trip is May 26 thru 30. 2016. Arrival
is on the 26th and dinner will be served that night at
around 7pm. The guided drift boat fishing will be on
the 27th, 28th and 29th. We’ll depart on the 30th after
breakfast that morning. All meals (including shore
lunches), fishing equipment, flies and lodging in the
price of $1160 for the whole trip. The only additional
cost you will be your transportation there and back
(most of us drive, but you can fly into Durango or
Farmington and rent a car) and plus tips for the guides.

Trout In the Classroom: Doug Spieske
tic@deepcreekflyfishers.org
Opportunity Drawing: Rick Proulx
opportunity@deepcreekflyfishers.org
Outings: Mike Telles
outings@deepcreekflyfishers.org
Club Store: Sean Robbins
clubstore@deepcreekflyfishers

We have the same arrangement with Fisheads as last
year in that for every 11 people we sign-up we get one
“free” trip fee (that’s equal to $1160). We will have a
drawing again this year and everyone that goes who is
a club member is eligible to WIN!!!

Newsletter:
newsletter@deepcreekflyfishers.org
SWCIFFF Reps.: Robin Johnson
Gary Applebee
swcifff@deepcreekflyfishers.org

This year, when you sign-up, please make sure that
you have a partner. Unfortunately single sign-ups
cause a three person group to have to walk/wade for
the day, and this is not the best way to fish this great
water.

Past President: Rob Wilcox
pastpresident@deepcreekflyfishers
Past Past President: Robin Johnson
pastpastpresident@deepcreekflyfishers.org
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Initial deposit of $600 is due not later than March
23rd and final payment of $560 is due 20 April 2016.
Please make checks payable to Deep Creek Fly Fish-

video that Caltrout put out about this river.

ers and either mail or give them to me at a meeting.
No Re-Funds/cancellations after your last payment
is made, because that number of attendees is given
to Fisheads and they contract with guides on a nonrefundable basis.

ETERNALLY WILD PREMIERE
This past weekend, Eternally Wild, the CalTrout and Keith Brauneis Productions film,
premiered as one of the official selections of
the 2016 Wild & Scenic Film Festival.
Now it’s your turn to enjoy.

I look forward to having another great time this year
and hope to see many of you on the trip. If you have
any questions regarding the trip, please contact me.
Bob Yanta: Trip Coordinator
4361 Arnett Court
Riverside, CA 92503
951-660-1735

We’re pleased to share with you the story of
the iconic Smith River, a salmon and steelhead
stronghold, its history and its current plight.
Here there are no dams, no wretched clearcut blocks, no mitigating hatcheries. Instead...
ancient forest, iconic redwoods and a powerful
symbol of freedom -- THE SMITH.

The Mammoth Opener
The Mammoth Opener is quickly approaching
and the dates for this year’s event is arriving
on 5th May 2016 and departing on 12th May
2016. If you are interested in going please
send a check to Mike Telles, please make the
check out to Deep Creek Fly Fishers in the
amount of 180.00 dollars. There are currently
2 Condos reserved that will accommodate 16
individuals. Mike needs a check to hold your
spot. His address is 33962 Indigo Place Murrieta, CA. 92563. If you have any questions
he can be reached on his cell (951) 375-2140.

CALIFORNIA WATER BLOG
The banality of California’s ‘1,200-year’ drought

Conservation Blog on Our Website
On the Deep Creek website we put articles up
that are too long for the newsletter. They will
usually all start out with a photo and a couple
of paragraphs with a link to the article and the
author’s website. You will be taken to their
website to read the rest of the article.

The south fork of Lake Oroville, California’s
second largest reservoir,
in September 2014. Photo by Kelly M. Grow/California
Department of Water Resources

Go to the Deep Creek Fly Fishers website and
read the full articles. I’ll try to put more up
once a month or more often.

Two things caught my eye on this blog, 1) the photo
of Lake Oroville (largest in the state) and 2) their talk
of the drought and how it is probably going to become
the norm. So here’s the first paragraph and photo.

In February articles were added about the
Smith River in Northern California. There is
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Continued on page 8

By Jay Lund

The Forest Service identified about 870 miles
of rivers and streams on Sierra, Sequoia and
Inyo National Forests that may be eligible for
Wild & Scenic designation.

California’s ongoing drought will continue to
break records and grab headlines, but it is unlikely to be especially rare from a water policy
and management perspective.

The Forest Service is seeking public feedback
on the agency’s preliminary Wilderness Evaluation and Wild & Scenic Rivers Inventory for
nearly four million acres of National Forest
lands in the eastern and southern Sierra Nevada. The final evaluation and inventory will
be included in the Forest Plan Revisions for
the Inyo, Sequoia, and Sierra National Forests
sometime later in 2016.

Estimates of the current drought’s rarity range
from once in 15 years to once in 1,200 years
(Griffin and Anchukaitis 2014), depending on
the region and indicators used (precipitation,
stream runoff, soil moisture or snowpack).
In the Middle Ages, large parts of California
had droughts far worse than this one, some
lasting more than a century (Stine 1994). The
probability of California experiencing a once
in 1,200-year drought during a short human
lifetime is extremely low.

Trout Unlimited urges all sportsmen to weigh
in on this process and support permanent protection of some of our most scenic and sensitive backcountry areas.
Utah Steam Access Coalition
People all over the western United States have
been watching the Utah Stream Access Coalition’s court battle for public access. Five years
ago the citizens of Utah lost public access to
several miles of public water. They just won
an appeal and it went to the Utah Supreme
Court. I received their newsletter about the
Supreme Court decision.
We just received word that the Utah Supreme
Court has granted Victory Ranch and the
State of Utah’s motions to stay Judge Pullan’s
November Ruling. In short, this means 2,700
miles of rivers and streams are once again
closed to public use, effective immediately.

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
Did you miss adding your comments to the
Forest Service plan for the Inyo and Sierra
and Sequoia national forests, which was due
on Feb. 1st? Check the Deep Creek website
to find more opportunities to voice your concerns. These are waters many of us fish.
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Although we are disappointed in the court’s
order, it is of the utmost importance that we
follow it. Respect private property and obey

all “No Trespassing” signs. Our actions must
continue to be above board. We’ll repeat this
very important point:
DO NOT TRESPASS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHOUT PERMISSION.
We also should note that there tends to be a
presumption in favor of preserving the status
quo during the appeal period in cases like this,
so while we are disappointed that this happened, we are not necessarily surprised.

Hotdog Sales at Bass Pro

We got through 5 years of restricted access to
our rivers, and we can get through however
many more it takes before the Utah Supreme
Court rules on this issue. We remain confident
in our legal arguments before the court, and
we will continue to pursue all means possible
to restore and preserve access to Utah’s public
rivers and streams.

While Deep Creek Fly Fishers were at Bass
Pro selling hotdogs on February 20. They had
a visit by none other that Darth Vader to buy
a hotdog. He must have heard how great our
hotdogs taste.
We want to thank everyone that came out to
help sell hotdogs at Bass Pro. Rick Proulx,
Bob Williams, Cliff Odell, Sean and Valerie
Robbins, John Busey, Ken Rhodes, George
Plescher, Art Santore, Chris Patrick, Bob
Yanta, Greg and Susan Payne, Matt Smith,
Dan Greenwood, Terri Miller, Robin Johnson
and anyone I missed.

Newsletter Editor
Deep Creek Fly Fishers is looking for a Newsletter Editor. The club owns the software Microsoft Publisher that we use to do the newsletter. We will train you on how to use it.

This is a great fundraiser for us. Our dues only
cover about half of the speakers cost. Selling
hotdogs at Bass Pro helps to make up the rest
of the speakers cost. Bass Pro also donates to
Deep Creek Fly Fishers during the year. For
the Riverside Fishing Derby, Bass Pro gives us
We need someone to take over by May. If you $400 to get gifts for the participates. For our
are interested please talk to Ken Rhodes, Art
Holiday Banquet, which is our biggest fundSantore, or Gary Applebee at the meeting so
raiser, Bass Pro donates $400 in gift cards to
we can start training you before the May dead- buy items for the Banquet.
line.
Next year come out to help sell hotgods. Who
knows maybe Darth Vader will be there to buy
a hotdog from you.
This job takes about a day or two to do or a
weekend. We will show you how to set up the
text boxes and add photos. You will be cutting
and pasting in the text boxes.
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Rod Raffle

movement of the rod and line together loaded
the rod to cast my red yarn (fly) to a known
spot in the emerald green lawn of Fairmount
Park (or River) that spot for the longest time
was even unknown to me. Making the rounds
of newbie’s casters, Greg’s instructions given
of a mirror-image of the cast to the rear (back
cast) for every forward cast and of a loop
caused by the stop at a point in swing. His
instructions were profitable most in the second hour of casting class we all showed better
skills. Casting, some with more wind knots
then others, yet more often than not, the fly
line was going farther than the last cast.

Hello Deep Creek patrons, I would like to
invite you to participate in our annual rod
raffle. We will be having a Winston rod of
your choice for your consideration again this
year. The dates in which you can participate in
this event are now till the White Elephant Sale
at the May meeting. Donations for the squares
are $10.00. Please see Rick at the opportunity
drawing table.

Many times one could hear Greg telling one
to acceleration the forward swing of rod,
“loading” the rod after the sudden stop to the
rear, before propelling the line forwards again
carrying the yarn (fly) onto the emerald abyss
of the park’s lawn. Shortly all had a good
comfortable light grip with further instruction
to relax and enjoy most of us found our Zen,
or closer to Zen like casting. Turn your head
Introductions to a newbie Fly Casting Class and watch your back cast. This is not only for
beginners; this is good advice even for experts
I was a bait caster for the longest time fishing
looking to hone an already excellent casting
with my dad. My first trip fishing came after I stroke.
learned the art of bait fishing. Training on how
to clean the bait (worm) before throwing it out
into the lake or stream. I’ll save that for another time. Now it’s new skills for casting.
Casting a spinning rod and casting a fly rod
and line share one major similarity. When the
rod stops, the lure continues along the same
trajectory. In fly fishing, you cast the line and
the fly follows, allowing you to fish with floating dry flies that are nearly weightless.
Like many beginners I tried to cast the line by
moving my arm like a windshield-wiper on
my automobile. Greg then instructed how the
8

Looking forward to more instruction in “Advance Casting Class “. Hopefully we’ll all
have tight loops and soon tighter lines on the
rivers.

Dinner (following film): 6:00pm (Fishermen’s Spot,
14411 Burbank Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91401)

ORVIS DOWN THE HATCH 2016
FILM FESTIVAL & DINNER

Orvis Weekend Schedule
(April 2nd – April 3rd)

Join us on April 2nd for a screening of Orvis’s popular
2016 Down the Hatch fly fishing film festival. This is
a collection of recent films that capture the culture and
essence of fly fishing fishing today. They are familyfriendly, funny, and feature both freshwater and saltwater. Following the screening, dinner will be served
at Fishermen’s Spot. All profits from the event will
benefit the Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Recovery Project
(description below). The event is in conjunction with
Orvis Weekend at the Fishermen’s Spot on April 2nd
and April 3rd (full schedule below).

SATURDAY
o
•

Pasadena Casting Pond
7:30 - 10:30AM

•
Come cast the Switch, Spey and Bamboo
Rods!

Tickets: $20 (Buy Online at: http://www.southwestcouncilfff.org/down-the-hatch)

•
Orvis Representative Hutch Hutchinson “Casting and Fishing Spey and Switch Rods” “Casting
Bamboo Fly Rods”

Film Festival: Doors open at 3:30pm, screening at
4:00pm (Los Angeles Valley College, 5800 Fulton
Ave, Valley Glen, CA 91401)

•
“Fishing from a Kayak” Jackson Kayaks On
The Water Demonstration.
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o
11:00AM - “West Slope Cutthroats and Monster Bull Trout in Canadian Rockies” Dave Brown
Outfitters

Fishermen’s Spot
•

•

10:00AM - 2:00PM “Buz Buszak Award
Winner Steve Fernandez will be sharing his
extraordinary fly tying talents”.

o
12:00PM - “Eastern Sierra Stillwater, Crowley
and Beyond” Joe Contaldi / Performance Anglers

11:00AM - “Eastern Sierra Stillwater, Crowley
and Beyond” Joe Contaldi / Performance Anglers

o
1:00PM - “ Baja, Flyfishing the Edge” Gary
Bulla’s Flyfishing Adventures

•
12:30PM - “Bishop to Bridgeport”, David
D’Beaupre / Sierra Trout Magnet
•
2:00PM - “West Slope Cutthroats and Monster
Bull Trout in Canadian Rockies” Dave Brown Outfitters
•
4:00PM - 5:30PM MOVIE “Orvis Down the
Hatch Flyfishing Film Festival” Valley College Theatre
•
6:00PM - Big Raffle! / Dinner / Oscar Blues
Brewery providing beverages.( all included with
movie ticket)

Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Recovery Project:

SUNDAY
Fishermen’s Spot
o
8:00AM - 3:00PM “Orvis Flyfishing Tackle”
Hutch Hutchinson will have the Orvis Flyfishing gear
on display and be able to answer any of your questions. We will have casting area set up so you can test
out any of the rods. Also the guides presenting programs David D’Beaupre, Dave Brown, Joe Contaldi
and Gary Bulla will be around all day to answer your
questions and book a trip if you like.
o
8:00AM - 10:00AM “Ladies Orvis Morning at
the Spot”. Our local lady experts Leigh Ann Swanson
and Kelsey Gallagher will be offering free casting instruction for all levels! Join us for pastries and coffee.
We also will have a large selection of ladies waders,
wading boots, sportswear and outerwear from Orvis
that the ladies will be happy to assist you with.
o
10:00AM - 2:00PM “Fly Tiers Sharing Their
Talents”
o
10:00AM - “Bishop to Bridgeport”, David
D’Beaupre / Sierra Trout Magnet

10

Cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii) have the most
extensive range of any inland trout species of western
North America, and occur in anadromous (migrating
from salt to fresh water to spawn), non-anadromous,
fluvial (river- or stream-dwelling), and lacustrine
(lake-dwelling) populations. Differentiation of the
species into 14 recognized subspecies occurred during subsequent general desiccation and isolation of
the Great Basin and Intermountain Regions. Lahontan
cutthroat trout (LCT) historically occupied large freshwater and alkaline lakes, small mountain streams and
lakes, small tributary streams, and major rivers of the
Lahontan Basin of northern Nevada, eastern California, and southern Oregon, including the Truckee, Carson, Walker, Susan, Humboldt, Quinn, Summit Lake/
Black Rock Desert, and Coyote Lake watersheds. LCT
evolved in a variety of habitats which resulted in resident, fluvial, and lacustrine life histories. Like most
salmonids, LCT require relatively clear, cold waters
to maintain viable populations. LCT reproduce in the
spring and are obligatory stream spawners, sometimes
migrating large distances to find adequate spawning
areas. Unlike most freshwater fish species, LCT tolerate relatively high alkalinity and total dissolved solid
levels found in some lake environments. LCT evolved

in the absence of other trout and they are
highly susceptible to hybridization and competition
from introduced trout species. (taken from the USFWS
5 year review plan)

government funding spurred a grassroots effort to help
the LCT in Silver Creek. Every summer since 2012
SWC has partnered with CDFW and either CalTrout
or Trout Unlimited in systematically removing brook
trout from the headwaters down to a natural barrier,
over 8 miles of mountain meadow stream. Progress is
being made, but not without setbacks. Barriers protecting cleansed upstream sections were breached during
winter flows necessitating rework the following year.
The recovery effort is expected to take about 4 more
years.

The western migration of settlers into the Great Basin
during the mid to late 1800s modified the streams and
lakes to such as extent that currently LCT occupy less
than 6% of its pre-settlement range.
LCT populations plummeted due to loss of habitat and
introduced trout species enough to cause the resource
agencies to list it as a federally endangered species in
1970. Recovery plans took over 20 years to develop.
The CA Dept of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has been
leading the efforts to recover pure strain LCT populations on several Walker Basin streams. Silver Creek, a
tributary of the West Walker River, was identified as a
refuge for the LCT.
Silver Creek was historically stocked with non-native
recreational fish. Creation of the LCT refuge required
removal of the non-native fish and introduction of the
LCT. CDFW accomplished it’s goals in 2004 and was
prepared to open the stream to zero limit angling when
someone illegally dumped brook trout into the waters.
CDFW regulations required it to close the waters to
angling and due to budget problems could not immediately implement a non-native trout removal project.

The SWC grassroots effort helped form critical partnerships between CDFW, Trout Unlimited and CalTrout, providing match for significant funding from
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and for the
first time in 4 years, a substantial commitment of labor
from CDFW. The project’s heart and soul is the deep
personal commitment of CDFW restoration biologist
Dawne Emery. Without her unwavering commitment
the LCT would not survive.

When brook trout invade streams occupied by cutthroat trout, the native cutthroat trout decline or are
displaced. Competition with brook trout reduces
recruitment of cutthroat trout and reduces inter-annual
survival of juveniles, leading to a reduction of population size. When LCT occur in the same stream as
brook trout, LCT typically occupy the colder, headwater reaches and the nonnative trout occupy areas
downstream. In a study performed on Abel Creek
(Quinn River watershed) where brook trout and LCT
co-occur, 55 percent of the brook trout gained weight
over the study period while 75 percent of the LCT lost
weight. (USFWS)
In 2012 the Southwest Council of the International
Federation of Fly Fishers (SWC) assisted CalTrout
and CDFW in a one-day event electrofishing brook
trout out of Silver Creek. The LCT to brook trout
ratios were running about 1 to 400. The fly fishers
response to the condition of the refuge and lack of

SWC plays a critical role in the recovery effort. The
SWC presence insures continuity of the project when
funding and implementing partners ebb and flow. Continued financial and volunteers are critical to the long
term success of restoring LCT for future generations
to enjoy. (Submitted by Debbie Sharpton, Conservation VP, SWC-IFFF)
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Sponsors

Orvis
Rajeff Sports
Echo Rods
and Air Flo lines

