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Wednesday February 22th @ 7:00pm
Vail Borne of River Borne Outfitters
will present
FLY FISHING THE DESCHUTES RIVER

tunities on the Deschutes. Major hatches and trout fishing, steelhead run timing, specific equipment, flies, and
some “do it your-self” tips are covered. He will also
briefly talk about the Crooked River (a small tail water
East of Bend) and the guide trip options with River Borne
Outfitters.

Vail Borne is the head
guide and proprietor of
“River Borne Outfitters”, a
fly fishing guide service
based out of Bend Oregon
that offers half, full, and
multi-day trips for trout
and steelhead on the
Deschutes and Crooked
Rivers. With over twenty
years of fly fishing experience, of which over a decade
has been spent fishing in Central Oregon and on the
Deschutes River, Vail has put his time in on the water.
Vail equally enjoys the trout and steelhead fishing on the
Deschutes and is well versed in single and two handed
casting and casting instruction. Averaging over 500 river
miles a season on the Deschutes, Vail has an intimate
knowledge of these fabled waters. It has been said that
some of Vail’s best attributes as a guide are his patience,
and his ability to instruct, along with possessing a certain
“fishy” sense that puts his clients onto fish.
Vail will be presenting a power point presentation on Fly
Fishing the Deschutes River. It begins with a brief historical overview of the area including the natural history,
then focuses on the different seasons and angling oppor-

Meet the Speaker for Dinner
All members are invited to meet and have dinner
with this month’s speaker, Vail Borne, before the
meeting . Meet us at Art’s Bar and Grill, dinner will
be at 4:30 pm. The food is great and the prices are very
reasonable - each member pays for their own meal and
any drinks. Their Wednesday Dinner special is still
Prime Rib of Beef or you can select from the menu
many other reasonable priced options from the grill.
Art’s Bar & Grill
3357 University Avenue, Riverside 92501
(91 Fwy. @ University Ave.) 951-683-9520
Put this address in your GPS and it will lead you
right to it. See you there!

the coming months that you’ll find in our newsletter or
website calendars. We have a fundraising opportunity
with brats sales at Bass Pro Shop coming up soon on Feb.
25th & 26th.
At our February meeting Vail Borne will let us in on
a few of his secrets for fishing the Deschutes River in
Oregon. On meeting night come down early and talk with
friends or go to Art’s and have dinner with the speaker.
And let’s plan some fishing time, and sign up for some of
the outings. With the mild winter we seem to be having I
plan to fish Deep Creek a few times this month and another local stream.
Bill Reeves, President

President’s Message
I hope you all have either renewed you membership
or join the club for 2012 by now. We started the year in
January with a great outing & training class on the lower
Owens River, and some more great classes and outings in

Regarding 2012’s Membership Dues
We need you to renew your membership by February 29th to insure your name is included in the club roster.
In order for the club to continue providing the great speakers for our meetings, fly fishing, casting, fly tying, rod
building, and entomology classes, and organize club outings we hope everyone that attends our meetings, or visits our
website to read this newsletter regularly, will complete the application form found in the following pages of this newsletter and bring it with your payment to the next meeting. Or, simply mail them to:
Deep Creek Fly Fishers @ P.O. Box 8203, Redlands CA 92375
Thanks again for renewing your membership with Deep Creek Fly Fishers. We hope everyone has a great 2012!
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2011 Meetings & Speakers

Deep Creek Fly Fishers Club Store

Meetings are held 7:00pm on the 4th Wednesday of
each month, except December in the Izaak Walton
Clubhouse, 2710 Dexter Drive, inside Fairmont
Park, Riverside, CA
Jan. 25

Jon Biaocchi, Fishing Davis Lake &
Frenchman’s Reservoir

Feb. 22

Vail Borne, Fishing the Deschutes

Mar. 28

Jeff Voigt, Cutthroat Streams of Northern
Idaho

April 25

Alex Cady, Diamond Valley Lake

May 23

White Elephant Sale & Barbeque

All items available at the monthly
meetings. Prices for 2012

June 27
July 25
Aug. 22
Sept. 26
Oct. 24
Nov. 16

Members Night

Dec. __

Annual Holiday Banquet at
Arrowhead Country Club, San Bernardino

Tee Shirts:

Long Sleeve
Short Sleeve

$15.00
$10.00

Hats:

1 size fits all

$15.00

Logo Decals:

Small

$4.00

Logo Patches

$10.00

Logo Fly Box*

$15.00

*Orders for custom image boxes will be
taken. See Sean Robbins or for details.

Regarding future Speakers...
We are actively looking for Speakers to fill the calendar
year, and are always open to member suggestions. Talk
to Gary Applebee at one of our meetings or give him a
call @ (760) 365-7071.

DCFF Calendar is on the Internet
The Calendar lists all the activities that are going on in the
club, such as training events, outings, meetings, conservation events, and many more.
To view the calendar:
1. Go to: www.deepcreekflyfisher.org
2. Click on the Calendar Tab at the top of the page
3. Then select: This Week, This Month, This Year, or
ICAL
To subscribe to the calendar:
Select ICAL, then Download the Public Events Calendar. It
will appear in your computers default Calendar Program.
As long as you have access to the internet, it will update
automatically or you can “ refresh” to update the current
calendar page.
Any questions, or if you wish to have an event put on the
calendar, contact our Education Director, Travis Mason at
(909) 241-6619, or dcff.education@gmail.com.

We’re also taking orders again for LOGO mugs, with
or without you name on them, and LOGO fly Boxes.
Sean will give you all the details at our next meeting.
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PARKING PERMITS
REQUIRED
FOR OUR MEETING NIGHTS
Be sure to ask for a 2012 Parking Permit
when attending the monthly meetings. Per
City ordinance, all vehicles parked in parking lots at Fairmount Park from dusk until
dawn, without a permit will be ticketed.

There is limited parking available in front of
our clubhouse. Overflow parking is available directly across the street at Fairmont
Park Golf Course.

Help support the CA DFG by
Purchasing the 2012 Warden Stamp
decal for $5

ATTENTION ALL FLY TIERS
In an effort to raise funds for the club we need you to
donate a dozen or more of your flys to the club store to sell
at the general meetings each month. We’ll sell them for
$1.00 each, some maybe higher. This is an opportunity to
hone your tying skills and help the club out at the same
time. Just pick a fly you like to tie or like to fish with. For
those members that don’t tie, or you need a few fly’s for
your next fishing trip just stop by and see Sean Robbins at
the club store in the back of the clubhouse and check out
the flys he has to offer. THANKS FOR YOU DONATION!

at select DFG offices, or order by mail/e-mail (PDF)
(allow 15 business days for delivery)
www.dfg.ca.gov/WardenStamp/

Carl Wuebben, Fly Tying Instructor

All proceeds will be deposited into a special DFG
account and used to provide important resources &
tools for fish & game wardens statewide.
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Trout in the Classroom

P.S.
I would like to thank my fellow DCCF club
members who hosted and helped support the Southwest
Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers meeting held at
our clubhouse on January 21. This was a special meeting
in which we had a chance to talk to representatives of the
member clubs re common problems and shared solutions.
There were several interest groups including leadership,
conservation, casting, trout in the classroom and others. I
found talking to fellow TIC people particularly interesting
and helpful, and it looks like we have the largest TIC program in the Southwest Council. Our guys (Rob Castanien,
Rick Proulx, Mike Wright, Ron Bishop, Rob Wilcox and
others - forgive me if I forgot you) cooked up a great
lunch - Brats, what else!! I was especially proud of being
a member of the Deep Creek Fly Fishers that day, Thanks
guys!

Trout in the Classroom Update
Our trout eggs have hatched and are up and swimming!
The eggs were delivered to their classrooms on January
20th, are growing fast and will be ready for release in
March. Free at last! We'll be getting more eggs later this
month, and in March or April release those fish in May or
June. Come join our great group of volunteers on one of
those deliveries or releases. It’s rewarding and fun as
well!
Doug Spieske, TIC Director
(909) 798-4151

Education
Hello Everyone,
With 90’s in January and February it seems like spring and summer. I hope everyone has had a chance to fish a little.
The Clubs Education Team has been in high gear so far this New Year. Mike Wrights trip to the Lower Owens was a
great success. Ernie Gulley had a great showing for his Pyramid Lake Class and the Rod Builders are working there
magic in Rick Proulx’s class. Guys and Gals, I am willing to take a Double Handed Rod you make and test for you... just
saying I am here to help. HA! HA! HA!
In February some of our club members have been working on their casting skills with FFF’s Casting Crew, and we’re
also heading to the lower Kings River with more than 20 folks for another great weekend outing.
In March we have no plans on slowing down. Mike is leading another trip to the lower Owens River so please sign up
ASAP with Mike or myself. We have Introduction to Fly Fishing, and Fly Casting classes, and Carl Wuebben has Fly
Tying classes, and finally Gary Applebee will hold a Small Stream Class again. And, don’t forget that the Club needs
your help with Brat sales at Bass Pro. Don’t miss out, EVERYONE PLEASE SIGN UP. Just wait until April!! See you
at the next meeting or on the Water…
Travis Mason, Education Director
dcff.education@gmail,com
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2012 Education, Outings, & Fundraising Calendar
UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE, THE EVENTS LISTED BELOW WILL BE HELD AT
IZAAK WALTON CLUB HOUSE IN FAIRMONT PARK. IF YOU NEED ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION CONTACT THE EVENT COORDINATOR LISTED.
May
3-10

January
25
28 & 29

General Meeting, 7pm
Lower Owens River Trip, with Mike WrightTrip Leader
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February
4
4
18 & 19
22
25 & 26

DCFF Season Opener in Mammoth Lakes,
with Mike Telles-Trip Leader
Beginning Fly Tying (class 1 of 2) with Carl
Wuebben, 9am-1pm
Kayak In Shore Fly Fishing, Newport Beach,
with Travis Mason-Trip Leader
Beginning Fly Tying (class 2 of 2) with Carl
Wuebben, 9am-1pm

19

Learn how to Fish Pyramid Lake, by Ernie
Gulley, 9am-12 noon
Intro to Rod Building, with Rick ProulxLeader, 1-4pm
Lower Kings River Trip, Travis Mason-Trip
Leader

19

General Meeting, 7pm
SWC-FFF Fly Fishing Fling, Joel Parker &
DCFF Brat Sales at Bass Pro, Gary Applebee

19 & 20

Brat Sales at Bass Pro, Gary Applebee

23

General Meeting, 7pm

26-28

Brat Sales at Bass Pro, Gary Applebee

June
27

March

General Meeting, 7pm

July

3

Introduction to Fly Fishing, by Mike Wright,
9am-3pm

25

3&4

Brat Sales at Bass Pro &

4&5

Brat Sales at Bass Pro, Gary Applebee

Pasadena Fly Fishing Show
Intro to Fly Casting, by Mike Wright, 9am-12
Beginning Fly Tying (class 1 of 2) with Carl
Wuebben, 9am-1pm

11 & 12
18 & 19

Brat Sales at Bass Pro, Gary Applebee
Brat Sales at Bass Pro, Gary Applebee

22

General Meeting, 7pm

10

10 & 11
24 & 25
24

General Meeting, 7pm

August

September
13-16
SWC-FFF Fly Fishing Faire, Mammoth
Lakes, Joel Parker

Brat Sales at Bass Pro, Gary Applebee
Lower Owens River Trip, Mike Wright-Trip
Leader
Beginning Fly Tying (class 2 of 2) with Carl
Wuebben, 9am-1pm

26

General Meeting, 7pm

October

28

General Meeting, 7pm

4-11

31

Small Stream Fishing with Gary Applebee,
Meet at Mill Creek Ranger Sta., 8:30 am3pm

DCFF Season Closer in Mammoth Lakes,
Mike Telles-Trip Leader

24

General Meeting,7pm

November

April
_

Salt Water Fly Fishing, Newport Beach,
Travis Mason-Leader

21
21

Advanced Casting with Mike Wright, 9am-12
One-Surf-Fly Tournament, Dockweller
Beach, more details to be announced

25
28

General Meeting, 7pm
Knots and Shots, with Mike Wright, 9am-12

3

SWCFFF Inter- Club Tournament at the Kern
River

14

General Meeting, 7pm

Regarding our Calendar
The education classes and outings listed above
are only what we have planned to date. Additional
events may be planned and many of the details
will be provided as they become available.
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Lower Owens Trip Report
WOW, we all expected to be frozen out this time of year,
but the weather gods were kind with temps in the high 50’s,
and the flows were about 200 cfs, which made fishing and
wading a real treat.
The most important thing to report is that once again, Pat
Jaeger provided one of the very best classes on fishing the
Lower Owens that we have ever had. A lot of the class attendees are experienced fishermen, and if you can ask any
of them about the class, I am sure they all learned a lot
from the class.
Pat started from the beginning and showed typical setups
for dry and nymph fishing, including knots he recommend,
and where and how to attach our flies and weight. Additionally, he provided on-the-stream demonstrations of how
to fish the different setups and explained how and where to
find the fish depending on the seasons.

After the class, we hit the stream and Pat spent time with all
of us to help us refine skills and presentation techniques. A
great time was had by all and “almost” everyone caught at
least one fish.
Don’t miss our next outing to the Lower Owens on March
24th & 25th. Those new to the club will be provided an
intro class on fishing and setup and will be accompanied by
one of our experienced members to get them started. Depending on the weather, some of us may be able to go to
Hot Creek and try our luck there. This is also the trip where
Dave and Pam Parker host a tri-tip extravaganza at their
“tiny cabin” in the Bishop foothills. Sign up as soon as
possible to insure your place at the table.
Mike Wright, Trip Coordinator
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Fly of the Month Contest
Hares Ear Wet

pinch hold (pushing the wings into the thread base)
Put thread between your thumb and forefinger then
over the back side of the fly then under and back up to
capture the wings on the top side slightly to the side of
the fly. After a couple more wraps check wings again,
if okay, do a few more wraps while always holding the
wings if it is not right unwrap and try again. Once
okay, build a cone shape head, whip-finish, clip the
thread, and you’re done.

By Skip Morris

Also known as the Gold-Ribbed Hare’s Ear Wet,
the companion to the ever popular Gold-Ribbed
Hare’s Ear Nymph. This wet fly can imitate Mayfly or
Caddis fly adults that have drowned or are swimming
down to lay their eggs.
Hook- Heavy wire, standard length. Mustad= R70,
R90, 540. Tiemco= 760sp, 3769, 9300 or 1x long.
Mustad=39068. Tiemco=3761In sizes 16-12

Tip- Wings are done the same way as the October
2011 Fly of the Month, the Leadwing Coachman.

Thread- Orange or black 6/0 or 8/0

That was not a very hard fly to tie was it? So go tie up
a couple dozen but save your best one for the fly of the
month contest and bring the rest in so Sean can sell
them to members at the club store. Any questions or
comments, call me or email me:

Tail- Brown hackle fibers
Rib- Gold oval or narrow flat tinsel.
Body- Hare’s mask (or pre-packaged dubbing), heavier and picked out around the thorax area.

Carl Wuebben (909) 953-7182
prostock37@sbcglobal.net

Wing- Natural gray duck quill sections (or hen pheasant wing quill sections)

How to Tie

Fly of the Month Winner
January

1. Debarb hook- place in vice- start thread at about
the halfway mark on the shank.
2. Tie in the tail about ¾ to a full hook length off
from the bend of the hook.
3. Tie in the ribbing.
4. Dub a body with the rabbit fur (thin on the back
and fatter in the thorax area). Reverse wind the ribbing
forward- tie off and clip the tag end.
5. Using your bodkin or dental floss brush fluff out
the thorax area only (front half of body)
6. Make a small thread head (cone shape) fat in the
back and tapered to the hook eye.
7. Grab a pair of matched natural gray duck quills
and clip out a piece (from the longer barbs side) the
width of your thorax. Match the sections with the concave sides facing inward so they line up perfectly. Size
up the wings with your right hand- the tips should be
up with the hook bend, then hold the tips with your
left hand and the butts with your right. Then hump the
wing set slightly by stroking the tips downward. This
gives you the desired shape and counteracts the effect
the thread will have during tie on. Transfer to your left
hand and reestablish the length, using the soft loop or

Kurt Marcks & his Parosal Pheasant
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Conservation
The Era of Dam Removals is upon us
In the U.S. approximately 66,000 are located on rivers
(the remainder impound water off-river). About 2,540 are
hydroelectric producing dams.
What is the largest dam in the country?
The size of a dam can be measured in a number of different ways. The Oroville Dam, on the Feather River in
California, is the tallest dam in the United States, measuring in at 770 ft. The dam with the largest impoundment is
Hoover Dam, on the Colorado River in Nevada, which
stores approximately 30 million acre-feet of water. The
dam that provides the most hydroelectric power in the
United States is Grand Coulee Dam, on the Columbia River
in Washington, which generates 6180 megawatts of power.

Edwards Dam was a hydroelectric dam on Maine’s
Kennebec River, located in Augusta, Maine, about 40
miles upstream from the Atlantic Ocean. It was originally built in 1837 to serve the need of area paper mills.
In 1997 the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
refused to renew the dam’s operating license due to excessive negative environmental impacts. And, in 1999 it
became the first hydroelectric dam in the U.S. removed
against the wishes of the dam owners.
Dams are far from an endangered species. According to
the Army Corp. of Engineers (ACOE), and the National
institute of Dams (NID), today the U.S. has approximately
79,000 relatively large dams, many providing some combination of hydropower, flood control, irrigation or drinking
water storage. Over the last 100 years about 925 dams have
removed, with about 800 of those in just the last 50 years.
Since the Edwards Dam removal in 1999 the pace of
removal has really picked up, with nearly 400 dams across
the U.S. being removed. And today, for all kinds of reasons; public safety, economics, flooding, and wildlife concerns, there are scores of communities across the nation are
considering dam removals.

Grand Coulee Dam
Who owns, maintains & regulates the operation of
dams?
Private businesses, federal agencies, state agencies,
local governments, or public utilities may own dams. Most
of the dams removed to date have been owned privately, by
local government, or by public utilities.

Here are a few commonly asked questions and answers:
What benefits do dams provide?

A number of state and federal agencies are responsible
for regulating dams. Dams owned by federal agencies are
self-regulated. Non-federal dams that produce hydropower
are regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Non-federal dams that do not produce hydropower are regulated by the state in which they reside. Often

Dams may provide a variety of benefits, including water supply, power generation, flood control, recreation, and
irrigation.
Where are they located & how many of those dams actually produce power?
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ter quality and threaten the health of fish and wildlife and
water users. These impacts, however, can be prevented
through proper removal techniques. Short term impacts of
the dam removal itself can include increased water turbidity
and sediment buildup downstream from releasing large
amounts of sediment from the reservoir, and water quality
impacts from sudden releases of water and changes in temperature. It has been demonstrated that these short-term
impacts and greatly outweighed by the quick recovery of
the system and the long-term benefits that result.

the state regulations are focused on dam safety.
But like many U.S. bridges and sewer systems, dams
are aging and falling below modern safety standards. Fixing
them would cost a lot of money, particularly when fishpassage upgrades required by the Endangered Species Act
add to the tab.
Who pays for dam removal?
Who pays for the removal of a dam is often a complex
issue. In past cases, removal has been financed by the dam
owner, local, state and federal governments, and in some
cases agreements whereby multiple stakeholders contribute
to cover the costs.

Are we going to decide in twenty years that we need to
start building dams again?
We have learned a lot in the past twenty years about the
many impacts dams have on rivers, and we have learned
many alternatives to damming rivers. The combination of
these two lessons is leading to dam removal. In the next
twenty years we are likely to learn even more about alternatives to dams and the impacts of dams on rivers. So, it is
unlikely that we will reverse ourselves and decide to build
more dams.

Is it cost effective to remove a dam?
Dam removal can be expensive in the short term, but in
most cases where dams have been removed or are being
considered for removal, money is actually saved over the
long term. Removal eliminates the expenses associated
with maintenance and safety repairs, as well as direct and
indirect expenses associated with fish and wildlife protection (e.g. fish ladders and mitigation for fish mortality). In
addition, removal often generates income from newly available recreation opportunities - including fishing, kayaking,
and rafting - which may actually result in a net economic
benefit. In some areas, dam removal may allow resumption
of commercial fishing activities.

Additional Dams which
have been discussed
for removal:

How does dam removal affect fish?
Dam removal benefits riverine fish in many ways, including: (1) removing obstructions to upstream and downstream migration; (2) restoring natural riverine habitat; (3)
restoring natural seasonal flow variations; (4) eliminating
siltation of spawning and feeding habitat above the dam;
(5) allowing debris, small rocks and nutrients to pass below
the dam, creating healthy habitat; (6) eliminating unnatural
temperature variations below the dam; and (7) removing
turbines that kill fish.

Four Lower Snake River Dams
Four dams on the lower Snake River dams including
Lower Granite Dam, Little Goose Dam, Lower Monumental Dam, and Ice Harbor Dam. These dams serve as hydroelectric power sources as well as ensuring agricultural barge
traffic navigation to Lewiston, Idaho.

What are the potential downsides to dam removal?
Dam removal does result in fundamental changes to the
local environment. The reservoir will be eliminated, and
with it the flat-water habitat that had been created. Wetlands surrounding the reservoir may also be drained, although new wetlands are often created both in the newly
restored river reach above the former dam site and in the
river below. Sediment that collects behind a dam, sometimes over hundreds of years, may contain toxics such as
PCBs, dioxide, and heavy metals. Removal of these toxic
materials is often extremely expensive, and the threat of resuspending these toxic-laden sediments in the process of
dam removal has the potential to damage downstream wa-

Lower Granite Dam
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Klamath River Dams
Four dams on the Klamath River in CA including Iron
Gate, J.C. Boyle, Copco 1 and Copco 2 dams. These dams
are operated by PacifiCorp and are up for relicensing. In
addition to blocking anadromous salmon runs, the reservoirs that form behind the dams have built up extremely
high levels of toxic algal blooms.

These dams have also collected large amounts of sediment. In fact, 3 million cubic yards of sediments are deposited each year. To combat this trend, cities like Lewiston,
Idaho and many others along the Snake River have built a
system of levees maintained by the Army Corps of Engineers. The levees in Lewiston were originally designed to
leave five feet between water levels and the top of the levees. Today, there is only about to two feet remaining. As
water levels continue to rise, the dams must either be removed or dredged, or the levees will continue to grow. The
Army Corps admits that the amount of sediment in the riverbed is too great for dredging to be effective, and Lewiston
community leaders are worried that higher levees will further cut the town off from its rivers.
Rindge Dam
The Rindge Dam on Malibu Creek in the Santa Monica
Mountains of California was built in 1924 and today is
completely filled with sediment, making it obsolete. Malibu
Creek once supported the southernmost Steelhead population in the world. But, today Steelhead no longer occupies
the creek.

Iron Gate Dam

Copco 1 Dam

Copco 2 Dam

Rindge Dam
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In 2009 a tentative agreement was reached to remove the four dams. If implemented, the Klamath
River Restoration Agreement (KBRA) the plan proceeds dismantling of the dams would start in 2020. And

River fish species. If it were to be removed, it would dwarf
any dam removal project in history.
Sources:
Oct. 28, 2011 article - updated May 6, 2011
by, Scott Learn, at The Oregonian
www.oregonian.com/
American Rivers @ http://www.americanrivers.org/ourwork/restoring-rivers/dams/
CalTrout @ http://caltrout.org
Wikipedia @ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dam_removal

J.C. Boyle Dam on the Klamath River

In the northwest two
Dam removals have
Begun

when complete it would result in the largest river restoration project in our nation’s history.
Glen Canyon Dam
Yes, even the 710 ft high Glen Canyon Dam has been
proposed for removal because of the negative effects it has
on the water quality and riparian habitat of the Colorado
River in Grand Canyon National Park. In addition Lake
Powell, the reservoir behind the dam, has filled all of the
canyons for up to 100 miles above the dam. While providing recreational opportunities, the lake has also eliminated
more than 100 miles of habitat for endangered Colorado

Destruction of Washington State's Elwha Dam is underway.
And the removal of the dam and a companion will allow
salmon to swim upriver for the first time in a century.
Excerpts from an article by:
Kim Murphy, Los Angeles Times
Reporting from Port Angeles, Washington - Sept. 17, 2011
In a deep turquoise pool in a gorge of steep granite and
thick Douglas fir, dozens of salmon swam fitfully. Swirling
and slow, they made their way up one side of the riverbed,
only to run into the steep concrete face of Elwha Dam —
the formidable barrier that for nearly 100 years has cut off
most of the Elwha River from the salmon that traditionally
populated it. Some primordial genetic imprint makes these
fish keep trying. Soon, they'll be able to continue on the
journey that nature compels them to make.
On Saturday, in what is being billed as one of the biggest environmental achievements of a generation, a bulldozer began to etch large chunks of concrete out of the barrier. The removal is the first step toward bringing down two
hydropower dams that for a century have straddled the pristine river traversing the northern reaches of Olympic National Park. The effort is the largest dam removal project
ever undertaken in the United States. It comes at a time
when the nation's 80,000 dams, many of them aging and
backed up with choking silt, are increasingly suspected of

Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado River

12

having outlived their usefulness.
"This is just breathtaking for me. This is not only an
historic moment, but it's going to lead to historic moments
elsewhere across the country," said Michael Connor, commissioner of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. He made the
comments as a stage full of politicians, including Interior
Secretary Ken Salazar, Washington Gov. Chris Gregoire,
actor Tom Skerritt, U.S. Sens. Maria Cantwell and Patty
Murray. "Twenty-five years ago, the idea of removing this
dam or any dam was really seen as a crazy idea by a bunch
of wild-eyed environmental extremists," said Bob Irvin,
president of the nonprofit group American Rivers, "Now it
is a mainstream idea, because people recognize that restoring of healthy rivers not only benefits to the environment,
but t0 communities "
Built in 1913, the 108-foot-high Elwha Dam and its
210-foot companion structure upriver at Glines Canyon had
provided river-powered electricity to a large mill in nearby
Port Angeles. But other sources of power have now been
identified for the mill and the rest of Port Angeles, and
Congress nearly 20 years ago passed legislation authorizing

Glines Canyon Dam upriver - Sept. 2011

With multiple breaches a month later
the dams' removal. Engineers say it will take two to three
years to completely breach the dams, and as long as 30
years before the Elwha River can return completely to its
full, glacier-fed natural state.
The project will proceed slowly to accommodate the 24
million cubic yards of sediment that have accumulated behind the dam. Engineer’s estimate that is a football-fieldsize stack of sediment 11 times higher then the Empire
State Building
Gradually, though, the sediment will wash downstream,
and the salmon now barricaded at Elwha Dam will be able
to swim up and repopulate more than 70 miles of the river
and its tributaries, nearly all of the territory pristine because
it lies within the national park. Their return, scientists say,
will allow the creatures that flourish on salmon; bears, eagles, otters and orcas that also call this region home to experience rejuvenations of their own. Biologists say the
3,000 salmon that still spawn in the lower Elwha River can
eventually multiply to more than 300,000.

The Elwha Dam - Sept. 18, 2011

The Elwha Dam - Oct. 5, 2011
Removal is well underway
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Club Sponsors & Supporters
We would like to thank the following businesses or individuals for donated services
or merchandise to our club. Click on their links to find out more about them and
the services they can offer you.

www.cabelas.com
www.basspro.com

Pat Jaeger (760) 872-7770
www.jaeger-flyfishing.com

www.montanafly.com

(435) 885-3355
www.fishutahsgreenriver.com

caltrout.org

(800) 788-4479
www.henrysforkanglers.com

Guy Jeans (866) 347-4876
www.kernriverflyfishing.com

Chota Outdoor Gear
chotaoutdoorgear.com

Galvan Fly Reels
www.galvanflyreels.com

Dr. Slick Company
www.drslick.com

Jim Teeny Fly Lines
www.jimteeny.com

Dyna King Inc.
www.dyna-king.com

California Fly Fisher Magazine
www.caflyfisher.com

Rajeff Sports
www.rajeffsports.com

Bill Sunderland, author @
www.amazon.com

Simms Fishing Products
www.simmsfishing.com

BT’s Fly Fishing & Photography
www.btsflyfishing.com
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DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Membership____

Renewal____

Change Address or Contact info’____

New members will receive a Club Patch, a Name badge, and a copy of the current Membership Roster. The deadline
for all membership renewals to be included in the club roster is the end of February each year. New member dues received after October 1st are applied to the ensuing year. All Club classes wherein a fee is charged will include a club
membership.

ANNUAL DUES
NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY / STATE / ZIP

INDIVIDUAL

$30

FAMILY

$40

JUNIOR (13-18)

$10

INITIATION FEE
$20
(NEW MEMBERS ONLY)

HOME and/or MOBILE PHONE

THIS INFORMATION
HELPS THE CLUB

EMAIL ADDRESS
YES, include my name and contact information in the
annual Membership Roster.
NO, do not include my name and contact information
in the annual Membership Roster.

SIGNATURE

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE
FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS?
IF YES, MEMBER #____________
EXPIRATION DATE____________
TYPE ________________________

DATE

AREAS OF INTEREST
EDUCATION / TRAINING

ROD BUILDING

CONSERVATION

FLY TYING

CASTING

CLUB OUTINGS

TROUT IN THE
CLASS ROOM
OTHER_________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS
BRING THIS APPLICATION TO OUR MONTHLY MEETING, OR MAIL TO P.O. BOX 8203, REDLANDS, CA 92375

P.O. Box 8203
Redlands, CA 92375

February 22, 2012
MEETING DATE

