2

Conservation
Trout Stranded in Irrigation Ditches
in the Upper Owens Valley

I am confident that members clubs of the Southwest
Council, Federation of Fly Fishers would offer volunteer
support for this project.

Tom Loe of Sierra Drifters Guide Service recently
posted an alarming notice about trout stranded in irrigation
diversion ditches in the upper Owens Valley. I called Tom,
and he offered to show me the situation first hand.

Tim Bartley, Conservation SWCFFF
808-402-8406

UPDATE
11/3/11
THANK YOU LADWP!!!
GREAT NEWS. Thanks to a special effort by the
LADWP the irrigation ditches that had become de-watered
are once again flowing. This will give the many trout fry
that had become stranded a second chance to make it back
into the Upper Owens before winter sets in.

Tom drove me to the Long Ears section of the upper
Owens River on Oct. 30th, where I saw hundreds (if not
thousands) of trout fry in the irrigation diversion of this
area. I also observed approximately one hundred small trout
(3-4 inches) trapped under ice. The main channels of these
irrigation diversions have minimal flow, and the branches
have no flow. Large numbers of fry are left stranded. I suspect that even in the main channels the fish are doomed,
particularly when the flows continue to decrease. Tom
stated that in past years he has always seen a few fish
trapped in the irrigation diversions as flows recede. However, he was stunned (as was I) at the number of fry that are
threatened this season.

I had the joy and honor to “yank the boards” and get water into the canal personally! Tom Loe
Due to highly unusual circumstances this summer; the
high flows allowed the myriad of irrigation ditches to become easily accessible to the spring hatch of wild rainbow
trout. Traditional fish screens failed, or were not in place at
key locations allowing this disaster to occur. The water
rights to this area are complicated and have many
“grandfather” clauses written in to the lease arrangements
with ranchers. In addition there are private riparian privileges that further complicate the situation here. Bottom
line, we need to keep the fry out of these irrigation canals
by placing and maintaining fish screens at the sources of
inlet and outflow.

We ask the California Department of Fish and Game,
and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power to please
address this unfortunate condition.
For the immediate situation, we ask that the flow
divsions to the irrigation channels be increased and maintained until DFG staff can assess the situation and suggest
possible remedies.
For the future, we ask for implementation of a formal
plan to prevent fish from entering these channels, or a strategy to make sure that the spawners and fry have adequate
flows to make their way back to the river.

Special thanks to Tim Bartley conservation chair for
the SWFFF group for his help & to Mike Caltagirone who
is on the board of the Sagebrush Chapter of TU for his assistance.
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