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September Speaker
Dec Hogan

Steelhead Fishing
Pacific Northwest

D

ec Hogan is a master of all facets of the
sport: single-handed and two-handed casting,
reading water, presenting flies, fly tying etc. He is
equally a master of teaching all of the facets.   If you’ve
ever met Dec Hogan you know that his love and
passion for steelhead fly fishing is a constant part of
his aura. Dec is an accomplished writer and exquisite
photographer. Hogan has penned numerous articles for
many of the nation’s leading fly fishing publications
and is the author of the highly acclaimed, must have
book, A Passion for Steelhead (Wild River Press.)
Dec was a fulltime steelhead guide from 1989 to
2003 guiding fly anglers on the beautiful Washington
and Oregon waters of the Skagit, Sauk, Skykomish,
Grande Ronde, and Deschutes Rivers. He is a pioneer of
two-handed casting in North America and continues to

be a highly sought after spey casting instructor. And as
if one dream job weren’t enough Hogan’s had two: Dec
has retired from guiding and is now a fulltime firefighter
and EMT! Dec’s schedule at the fire department allows
him the time to stay active in his fishing career. Hogan,
with the help of Tim Rajeff of Echo Fly Rods, designed
his dream series of two-handed rods.
The Echo DH series, fondly called “Dechos” by
the Spey fishing community is his pride and joy. The
series includes six sweet casting rods that range from
4 wt through 9 wt to cover all the potential conditions
the spey junky may encounter winter, spring, summer,
or fall. Hogan is also a noted fly tyer and has recently
released a 4 hour steelhead fly tying DVD entitled
STEELHEAD FLIES Tying Classics.
I am very confident that most of our members
and any guests will want to attend this meeting.   You
will enjoy a very professional program and gain new
knowledge of what fly fishing in larger rivers is all
about, witness some spectator award winning photos
of fly fishing and be introduced to Spey casting - Two
handed fly rod casting. This will help all of us in fishing
the Kern River and other larger rivers with greater
effectiveness. You will not want miss this meeting!   
The meeting begins at 7:00 pm at the Isaac Walton
Club House at 2710 Dexter Drive in Fairmont Park Riverside, CA. Come early for free fly casting lessons
and/or to help set up the meeting room. Don’t forget to
join Dec Hogan for dinner at Art’s Grill at 5:00.
Lots of strikes and tight lines.
Gene De Fouw - Vice President

SEPTEMBER MESSAGE

a couple of small items that need to be done before the
meeting. We have been advised that cleaning of the Air
Conditioners filters has been requested and this will take
care of all the problems we have been hearing about.
This all means is that you can now come to the meeting,
be cool, comfortable and able to hear no matter where
you are setting. This is all due to the assistance of our
Club members that took there free time and made a
difference.
Wednesday, September 23. We have Dec Hogan. He
is an expert on casting for trout, steelhead and salmon.
He is equally a master of all the facets dealing with fly
fishing and the education of the sport. Don’t miss this
evening with one of the best. You wont benefit if your
not there to see Dec Hogan.
Thank to everyone, tight lines & all limits reached
every time you on the water.
Ron Bisop
President, Deep Creek Flyfishers

ood day to everyone. I hope everyone had
a great September and you were able to get
some fishing in before we go to the closer. If you don’t
make the closer, I hope you sign up for the opener next
fall and start dusting off all that fishing gear you need
to take with you.
The October 28th Meeting is
Best of luck to all those going on the closer starting 1
Members Night
October. Even without luck you will have a great time.
The last scheduled field trip to the Santa Ana River was
conducted 12 September, and I’m sure everyone that
As you know October will be members night so we
attended had a good time.
won’t be bring in a guest speak for the meeting. Instead
Now that September has come and almost gone, I you, the members, will have a chance to get up and tell
would like to ask everyone to think about all the good a little about some trip you’ve been on or a short talk
things our club has achieved in 2009. Would you like to about something that you want to share with the club.
be part of that? This upcoming year will be here before Hopefully a fishing story, and somewhat believable.
you know it and we are in need of officers to be part of Remember were all Fly Fishing people.
our Board of Directors. I want to encourage everyone
This will be limited in time so don’t think you
that can help to please step forward and be counted. We will be talking all night. You won’t. I will limit the
are looking for a new Vice President as well as someone talking to a reasonable amount of time. If you want 10
who can take over the Newsletter. I want to assure you minutes or 20 minutes just let me know by email or
that you won’t be thrown to the Wolfs. We will assist at the upcoming meeting. If you want to show slides
you as needed until you can take over. We will be or use your computer for the presentation, will make
available to talk to anyone interested in a position at the everything available to you.
September Meeting.
We hope this will be a pleasant night with lots of
In regards to our plans to assist the City of Riverside good memories shared with your fellow Fly Fishing
Parks and Recreations, in the repairs of the fishing pier Friends.
outside our club house as well as the Ceiling Fans we
New member or Life member, your all welcome to
had installed in the clubhouse I can assure you that stand up. Lets have a meeting that will be remembered
everything is on schedule. Our Ceiling Fans were for a long time to come..
installed before our August Meeting and everyone I
Gene DeFouw, VP Deep Creek Fly Fishers
spoke with said it did make a difference. There are only
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2009 Meetings Calendar

Officers & Directors for 2009
President: Ron Bishop (909) 203-3075
countryusa@live.com
Vice President: Gene De Fouw (909) 522-4421
wolverineangler@gmail.com
Secretary: Cathlene Fishman (909) 376-6467
cfishman@epicor.cor
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Carl Weuebben (909) 356-1848
prostock37@sbcglobal.net
Education: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborsky (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Raffles: Fred Hustead (951) 369-1269
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web Master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
Sjclark55@csmartlink.net
Newsletter: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net
FFF Representative: Carl Ronk (909-987-4051)
carlronk@earthlink.net
Club Store: Dave Allred (951) 845-5817
dante@dc.rr.com
Past President: Bob Habereder (951) 789-1895
matuka@aol.com

Jan 28

7:00 PM Meeting: Tom Loe,
Eastern Sierras
Feb 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Bob Clouser,
Small Mountain Bass
Mar 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Ms. Pudge Kleinkauf
Fly Fishing Alaska
Apr 22 7:00 PM Meeting: Jimmie Morales
Yosemite
May 27 5:00 Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:
Meeting:Chris McKibbin
California Native Trout
Jun 24 7:00 PM Meeting:Brad Befus,
Colorado’s Four Seasons
Jul 22
7:00 PM Meeting: Bill McMaster,
Kamchatka Rainbows
Aug 26 7:00 PM Meeting: Trapper Badovnac:,
Fly Fishing the Solitude
Sep 23 7:00 PM Meeting: Dec Hogan,
Steelhead Fishing - Pacific Northwest
Oct 28 7:00 PM -Meeting: Members Night
Nov 18 7:00 PM Meeting: Pat Jaeger East Walker River - California:
Dec 9
Annual Banquet: 5:30PM Happy Hour

Deep Creek Flyfishers Store
Store Prices for 2009
T-Shirts
Long sleeve
Short sleeve
Hats 			
Decals
Small   
Medium   
Large           	
Patches 	
David Allred
Storekeeper
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$15.00
$10.00
$15.00
$4.00
$7.00
$10.00
$10.00

Training Calendar for 2009

Fly Of The Month Contest

The training calendar for 2009 was completed this
month, however, anyone desiring training or training
information can contact Mike Wright.
Also, training personnel will be available at the
monthly meetings to assist those who need help with
casting or any other fishing questions that members
might have. We will be available from 5:30 PM to
6:30 PM on the day of the meetings and will provide
equipment if needed, but request you bring your own
outfit to practice.
Mike Wright
23391 Gray Fox Dr.
Canyon Lake, Cal. 92587
951-244-8721 Home
951-805-9713 Mobile
Mikewright2m@mac.com Email

Tie the assigned fly by using a pattern or make
your own version of it. Flies will be displayed at that
month’s meeting and a winner will be judged by the
board members. The winner will be included in the next
month’s newsletter. This month’s Fly is a Brassie.
Materials for the Brassie:
    Hook: size 12-20
    Thread: Black 6/0
    Body: Fine copper wire
    Thorax: Muskrat or dark Rabbit fur
Small, simple and deadly is the best way to describe
the Brassie. It uses just 2 materials in its construction
to form an effective imitation of a wide range of midge
pupae. Being simple, it can be tied very small - right
down to a size 20 hook. The most important part of the
fly is the body, formed by close turns of wire that crate
a slim profile and add extra weight.
While body color can vary, the thorax is normally
peacock herl or a dark dubbingsuch as muskrat or rabbit
fur.
Carl Wuebben - Membership Chairman
prostock37@sbcglobal.net

Rod Building Class Offered

So you can’t afford that expensive Sage rod or the
Learn To Tie Flys
new Winston listed in the catalogues????? Never mind
that, build a rod of your own and give yourself an early
Ever wanted to learn to tie flies? Here is your chance
Christmas present.
to learn the basics from how to start the thread, to putWe will have a sign-up sheet at the next two ting material non the hook, and actually tying flies too.
meetings for a “to be scheduled” rod building class. If
If interested or for more information, call or email
we can get at least 4 members to sign-up, the class will Carl Wuebben.at 909 953 7182. or
be scheduled on a series of 5 Saturdays.
prostock37@sbcglobal.net
The cost of the class is whatever Kit you choose to
make plus a nominal fee of $45 for class time.
This class is focused on building a rod from a kit
Fly of the Month Winner
purchased by the student. All supplies and tying tools/
setups will be furnished.
Subjects covered include rod blank and kit selection,
information on all necessary hardware and supplies
needed, and all rod construction techniques to include
finding the spline, attaching guides, handle attachments,
etc.
If you have never built a rod of your own, this is
a great opportunity to do so and our club rod-building
instructor Rick Proulx is a great teacher on all aspects
of the rod-building subject.
Sign up early at the next two meetings and we’ll get
this class started.
Will Johnson and his winning Renegade Fly
Mike Wright - Education Director
Page 4

Membership Update
Please join me in extending a warm Deep Creek FlyFishers’ welcome to our newest members: Dennis Otsuka,
Richard A. Popko, and Tod Humphrey. Our newest members have a dot on their name badge. When you notice
that, give these folks a big Deep Creek Fly Fishers’ welcome and introduce yourself. I am sure they are ready to
make new friends and maybe even a new fishing partner. If for any reason you didn’t pay your 2009 dues, they
can be paid at the membership desk, sent to our PO Box 8203, Redlands, CA 92375, or contact Carl wuebben at
909-356-1848 or via email at prostock37@sbcglobal.net
Carl Wuebben - Membership Officer

Membership Fly Raffle
I an going to have a dozen flies at the membership table next meeting and someone wearing their name badge
will win them. Just come by the membership table and get a free raffle ticket for wearing your name badge. The
drawing will be during the meeting.
Carl Wuebben - Membership Officer

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior (13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$20.00
*(New Members Only)

Name:________________________

__________Cash
__________Check

Address:______________________
City:_________________________

State: _________ Zip___________________
Areas of Intrest
Home Phone:______________________________
Work Phone:______________________________
Email Address:_____________________________
FFF Member Yes____

No___

____Casting
____Club Trips
____Conservation ____Fly Tying
____Rod Building ____Membership

Member # ______________
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Date Expires_________________Type Membership______________

Nestle Leaves McCloud

Get Your Money In For The Closer

Nestle Waters NA just announced that they’re
withdrawing their plans to bottle McCloud River
water.
Citing a “thorough analysis of its business
operations in Northern California,” and a new plant in
the Sacramento area, Nestle said they will not pursue a
new contract with the McCloud Community Services
District and will leave the town of McCloud.
This ends a protracted struggle over the future of the
McCloud River, its fish and local community. CalTrout
staff, members and supporters have fought to protect
the McCloud River and its fish since the first contract
was signed in 2003. That contract was withdrawn last
year.
Nestle started off on the wrong foot but over time
improved their siting process, reached out to the public
and, at CalTrout’s urging, began to conduct scientific
studies of their proposed plant’s possible impacts.
CalTrout was instrumental in forming the Protect
Our Waters Coalition with the McCloud Watershed
Council and Trout Unlimited to protect the water, fish
and the community’s quality of life from the originallyproposed 1-million-square-foot plant. After many
years of talks with Nestle’, CalTrout and the Coalition
developed a candid and constructive dialogue with
Nestle that resulted in the cancellation of the original
contract and the commission of scientific studies.
Steve Kopp - Conservation Chairman

Mike Telles is collecting for the 1 October- 8
October Closer at Mammoth Lakes.
The price this year is $170 for one or all days with
the only other expenses being gas and food. Most
breakfast and dinners will be available in condo 18 at
Chateau Sans Nom for just the cost of the food, thanks
to Bill Reeves for being the chief chef.
Mike will collect your money at the meetings or
you can send him a check (made out to Deep Creek
Flyfishers) to his address:
Mike Telles
31348 Hallwood Ct.
Menifee CA 92584-8720
You need to get your money in as soon as possible
to insure a spot in the first two condos.
Past years have proven to be very productive, and
the camaraderie is great. We get to know and appreciate
our fellow club members, while at the same time
enjoying our favorite sport. There are many places to
go in the Eastern Sierras, from below Bishop to above
Bridgeport. Join us for a week end, or the entire week,
It’s an expereince you will never forget.
Mike Telles, - Outings Chairman

Dinner With The Speaker

Every member is invited to meet and have dinner
with this month’s speaker – Dec Hogan before the
ENGRAVE ‘N’ THINGS
meeting. Anyone wishing to join us and have dinner
with the speaker should meet at Art’s Bar and Grill
12759 Foothill Blvd #F
@ 5:00 - 5:15 pm. The food is great and the prices
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739
are very reasonable - each member pays for their own
909 899-5872
meal and any drinks. Their Wednesday Dinner special
danny@engraventhings.com
is Prime Rib of Beef for $11.50 or you can select from
Deep Creek Flyfishers has a new location to have the menu many other reasonable priced options from
our Embroidery work done. How about your favorite the grill. We try to be done eating by @ 6:00 – 6:15
fishing shirt, jacket or fold up chair. Ask to speaking so everyone can make it to the meeting with time to
with Danny Keshishian the Owner, we have set up an spare.
The address for this restaurant is: 3357 University
arrangement with him to do our embroidery work. The
idea is, the more items you bring in the lower the price Ave. Riverside, CA 92501 951-683-9520 [91 Freeway
@ University Ave.] Put this address in you GPS and it
per item is. Any questions feel free to call or stop by.
will lead you right to it.
Ron Bishop
Gene De Fouw
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Kern River Training/Outing Report
WoW!!!!! Was it hot or what???? Temps over 100
every afternoon made mid day fishing difficult and
uncomfortable. The best way to fish the River when
these summer days come along is to fish in the morning
(8-11am) and again in the afternoon(5pm to dark). This
keeps you out of the hot daytime sun and for us old
guys, provides a time to “nap”.
I was fortunate enough to have a guided trip with
Guy Jeans on Friday and caught over 10 fish with the
biggest being an 18 ½ inch rainbow. As always, I would
recommend Guy for any trip to that area if you want a
guided trip.
On Saturday, we had the introductory class on fishing
the river at the Sequoia Lodge. The class covered dry
fly, nymph and streamer fishing to include rig setup and
casting the different rigs. We also had a short stream
walk that pointed out the features of the water and where
the fish were most likely to be. After that, we went

fishing on various parts of the river. Almost everyone
caught at least one fish and many caught more.
We had a dinner Saturday night at Cheyennes and
many fish stories were told. The food was great and all
in all, we had a great time and look forward to coming
back next year. See pictures below.
Mike Wright - Training Chairman
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Remembering Charlie Cole
Charlie because of fishing. He was a passionate,
enthusiastic and talented fisherman and an incomparable
teacher who shared every bit of his wisdom generously
and patiently with any one who liked to fish or wanted
to learn. Perhaps it was his background in water
engineering but Charlie could read water better that
most anyone. He always seemed to know where the
fish were and could figure out how to catch them. It
seemed effortless. More often than not, when he did
catch a fish, it was on a fly he had tied for just that
situation. He was an awesome fisherman.
Carlo Marchese remembers the many nights and
weekends in Charlie’s garage, a garage he would convert
to a classroom to teach fly tying and rod building. “He
gently coaxed us along. He possessed a high level of
patience and was always quick to compliment.”
Of course, Carlo also remembers the wonderful
cookies Jeannie would bake for these sessions. They
made a wonderful learning experience even better.
Like so many of us, Steve Kopp remembers that
it was Charlie who taught him how to tie his first fly.
Charlie’s volunteer ethic greatly influenced Steve and
his involvement in our club and our sport. “He was
always doing more and giving back more than anyone
else, so even if you were doing a lot, it didn’t feel
overwhelming since there was always someone around
doing more.”
John Hardin, a former DCF President and now an
Idaho fishing guide and sometime realtor remembers
his first outing with Charlie on the Owens River.
Charlie “showed me what to do and I caught a nice 18
inch rainbow, my biggest fish ever up to that time.”
“Always a gentle man, first in line to help out, and a
great friend.”
It was Charlie’s sense of humor that Lou Fawley
remembers. Among the life lessons Charlie taught,
a sense of humor was Numero Uno. Lou recalls the
evening when Charlie brought a bag of dog hair to a fly
tying class in his garage after his Lab had minor surgery.
Charlie was a champion of women in fly fishing at the
Southwest Council and in the FFF. “He wanted his
passion for the sport to be shared by everyone and the
baton, or better yet, the rod to be passed on for many
generations to come.”
Doug Spieske reminds us that Charlie was an all
around outdoorsman, not just a fly fisherman. He loved

Charlie Cole died on June 23 of this year. On the
surface, Charlie seemed to be a kind, fun-loving gentle
man with an amazing talent for all things related to fly
fishing—a simple guy, a guy you’d like to run the river
with. The real Charlie was complex. In fact, you might
say there were several Charlie Coles.
Charlie was a brilliant civil engineer. Friends of
mine in the water business in the Inland Empire who
knew nothing of Charlie the fisherman and teacher have
told me that whenever there was a complicated problem
involving water distribution, purification or hydraulics,
Charlie was the go to guy. Charlie could solve and fix
virtually any water problem and his colleagues treasured
him for his work ethic, persistence and expertise.
Charlie was a wonderful family man and, in that
department,t a role model for all of us. He loved life
and, for Charlie, much of life revolved around Jeannie,
the wife he adored, and his kids Mary, Richard and
Susan. He worried about and nurtured his kids and they
blessed him with eight grand children. You can tell a lot
about a man’s character by the way he feels about his
dog. Watching Charlie with his Lab, Taffy, you knew
he was the real deal.
We learned a lot about living life to the fullest from
Charlie. Observing the way in which Charlie dealt
with illness taught many of us a valuable lesson. He
faced heart disease, cancer and fierce pain head on with
courage and with hope. His attitude was always upbeat
and, invariably, if you visited Charlie to cheer him up or
offer comfort, you left feeling better yourself. Charlie
was a hero with a gift for making others feel good about
themselves.
Most of us in the Deep Creek Fly fishers knew
Charlie Cole - Continued On Page 8
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Charlie Cole - Continued From Page 8
deep-sea fishing and bird hunting and was a master of whooped and hollered and forgot his own fishing to
both. “Charlie was easy to get to know as he was really patiently coach me and coax me into landing a 22-inch
friendly.” “Charlie was one of the early supporters Brown Trout. He was there to photograph me and the
of the Trout in the Classroom program. He was also fish for later bragging rights. Well, maybe there is a
responsible for getting funding from the San Bernardino little bit of competition after all.
County Fish and Game Commission for this program.
When you talk to people about Charlie Cole, most
His efforts gave TIC a great start and we’re still going will recall how thankful they are to him for bringing them
strong 13 years later.”
into the sport of fly fishing and helping them improve
Charlie Cole did so much for our club, our sport their skills. The truth his we should all be grateful to
and for many of us as individuals. It is difficult to write fly fishing for bringing us together with Charlie Cole, a
of his contributions without forgetting to mention great friend, selfless mentor and unforgettable man.
something or some one. He promoted the club and was
Phil Gold
its President and longtime Education Chair. For many
years, each winter he built a very special rod for our
Christmas raffle. It was a work of art and a coveted prize.
Charlie raised a lot of money for our club through his
generosity. Recognizing Charlie’s many contributions
to DCF was difficult since, at heart, he was a modest
man but I believe the establishment of the Charlie Cole
Award to acknowledge special contributions to our club
meant a great deal to him.
Charlie Cole taught hundreds to cast, tie flies and
build rods. He encouraged so many to step up and play
a part in growing and improving DCF. Within two
months of my joining the club as a complete novice,
he convinced me that I should become the Programs
Chair and like so many others that Charlie charmed,
we brought our friends to the club and it grew. Charlie
took his responsibilities seriously and became a leader
of the Southwest Council and the FFF. When the Club
proposed him for Life Membership in the Federation, a
singular honor accorded to only four individuals each
year, Charlie made it on the first ballot. I am so happy
Roberta and I were there when he received the award.
Some say Fly-fishing is a competitive sport—who
can catch the most or the biggest fish? Charlie taught us
Win The Raffle
otherwise. Watching the joy on Charlie’s face when he
“Hey don’t forget the raffle, just $5 for 7 tickets and
took a group of us up to Kennedy Meadows to catch 6
inch Golden Trout on one and two weight rods showed over $150 worth of prizes and you get to pick your
us what it really means to be a fisherman. Charlie loved winning item . Buy your raffle ticket as you walk in
nature and people. Fishing was just the convenient the front door to the club house. Fred will dazzle you
into buying $5.00, $10.00, or $20.00 worth of tickets.
crossroad where these things often meet.
I had the good fortune to fish small streams and The more you but, the better your chance to win, and
bi rivers with Charlie in California, Idaho, Montana the funds go to support the clubs goals regarding trout
and Wyoming. One of my warmest memories is of fishing.
Fred the Raffle Man.
an opener shortly after I joined DCF. We were on Hot
Creek in one of the very lowest pools and I hooked a
very big fish. I was sure I would break him off. Charlie
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Advanced Casting Class Report
It was a great day for casting. Hardly any wind
and a great ball field to practice on at Shamel Park. We
had over 16 members show up for the class and by the
time we were through, almost all were double hauling:
notice I didn’t say how well they were double hauling:
just that they were!!!!!!!
The class covered aerial mends, curve casts,
feeding line, line control and accuracy plus most of all
loop control. Casting the clock was also covered and
hopefully, will be practiced by all.
At the end of the class we had a contest to
see who could throw their loop through a hula
hoop at 30 feet. Each member had 5 tries. The
winner was Wally Meyer who got 2 casts through
the hoop. The prize was a DVD on Advanced
Casting by Doug Swisher. The instructors also tried the
same contest and Ray Moon won with 2 loops through
the hoop also.
My thanks to all who came out for the class and
to Ray Moon, Rod Castanien and Rick Proulx who
assisted in the class instruction.
The bottom line is that after the class, most have
the foundation to practice their casting and continue to
improve. See the photos below for members in action.
Mike Wright - Casting Instructor
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Why It’s Called Fishing and Not Catchin
(and Other Things You Need To Know)
I’m writing this from Omac, Washington and I will
be sending it into Rod from Vernon, British Columbia,
Canada. Why? Because that is where I am and will
be.
Last week I was fishing with Guy Jeans and Mike
Wright on the Kern River near Kernville, California.
Since Kernville I have been driving “north to Alaska”
Naw…that was a song long ago --- actually I have been
driving north to B.C. Canada. I’ll give you the why’s
in a minute, but first what about Guy Jean? Guy, you
probably know, or should know if you attend our DCFF’s
monthly meetings because Guy gave a great talk last
year to our club on the bountiful fishing on the Kern.
From the time that Guy spoke to us I have purchased
his video tapes on fishing the Kern and have visited the
Kern four times to explore the river for myself. Last
week I finally went fishing with Guy, along with Mike
Wright, and all I will say is that if you want to hook 18
inch Rainbows instead of the diminutive 7 inchers you
usually catch then you must give Guy a call and set up
a date to unravel the secrets of the Kern. If you do call
Guy you will get a bonus of fishing with a very nice
fellow who loves what he is doing and he will help you
find a higher level of enjoyment when ever and where
ever you are “on a river with fly rod in hand”
Now…back to why I am in Omac tonight. I am in
Omac because it is on the way to Prince George, Canada
where I have a week of fishing with a good friend in my
near future. Yes, I am driving to Canada from Kernville
or more correctly I am driving to Canada from Lake
Arrowhead – my home. I love to drive America.
Landing in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida after a seven plus
year absence from the USA I rented a truck and drove
myself to California just so I could get back in touch
with America. Guess I am one of the strange ones who
think that this country is still the best place, still filled
with the best people and it thrills me to see it and touch
it. I feel like I have seen the best that the world has
to offer - and it is here. I love truck stop coffee shops
– greasy spoons and gum chewing waitresses named
“Flo”. I love picking up a two day old local newspaper,
printed in Podunk town, USA and reading it front page
to last. I love to hear our accents – no matter north,
south, east or west – sometimes I get so involved in the
conversations around me that I forget to eat my dinner.
If you listen real hard you can hear laughter and joy,

you can hear hurt and sadness, you might hear hate and
anger and no matter what it is I love it because it is
me – it is what I am – an American. After a long day
and half a night driving and fixing a blowout in the rain
I once pulled into a gravel parking lot at 3AM in front
of no named road house dinner and in I went and there
she was herself, ‘Flo’. Flo snapped her gum and said
“Yea?” “Coffee” I slowly replied – the sound of the
road still pounding in my ears. Flo started delivering
the coffee four feet from the bar but I swear it arrived
in front of me with out a drop lost – I almost hollered
“incoming”. A few moments later my breakfast special
landed on the bar with a thud and as Flo started to turn
I said “hey, I’ve had one hell of a day and night and I
really could use a kind word or two and since it is only
you and me in here – how about it?” Flo snapped her
gum, tapped her toe, rolled her eyes and then looked me
straight up and down and said, “don’t eat them eggs”.
Thank you God – I love America.
Two fly fishermen friends were discussing family
trends on sex, marriage, and values.
The first fisherman said to the other, “I didn’t sleep
with my wife before we got married. How about
you?”
“I’m not sure”, replied his friend, “what was her
maiden name?”
Think about this:
If there is no self – then whose arthritis is this?
Where ever you go there you are – your luggage is
another matter.
The journey of a thousand miles is begun by a single
bad decision.
Deep inside you are ten thousand flowers.
Each flower blossoms ten thousand times.
Each
blossom
has
ten
thousand
petals.
You might want to see a specialist.
Wally Hayes
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P.O. BOX 8203
REDLANDS, CA 92375

23 September 2009
MEETING DATE

