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April Speaker
Jimmie Morales

J

immie Morales grew up in Fresno, California
and has fished the west slope of the Sierra
Nevada all of his life. His Sierra Fly Fisher
guiding service focuses on these west slope waters and
in addition to guiding he has been integral in restoration
of fish populations in the lower Kings River.
Jimmie will cover waters from Yosemite’s upper
Tuolumne and Merced rivers, south to the San Joaquin
and Kings River. His strength lies in both lower and
higher elevation pursuits as well as a knack for following
the fish seasonally. Lower elevation tail waters with
their central valley Steelhead all the way to high
meadow Golden Trout and Brook Trout make up his
annual checklist of target species and target locales.

There’s always fishing to be had in his realm. Better
yet, he prides himself on targeting wild fish. His spring
“March Brown Camp” is perhaps one of the only annual
camps in California dedicated to following a specific
insect hatch while his fall “Trout Camp” focuses on
migrating Brown Trout.
Timing is part of the game and Jimmie plays this
one in a way that encourages us to know the fish; not
just show up and cast at them.
Access is also part of the fun in Jimmie’s world.
Insights on float trips as well as high meadow pack trips
remind us to use a variety of tools to get to the fish (and
away from the crowds). Last, but not least, Jimmie has
recently opened up the Yosemite Rivers, a new fly shop
in Oakhurst, located on Hwy. 41, not far from Yosemite
National Park.
Jimmie’s rich understanding of the fish, their
habitats and their instincts are something we never
can get enough of. It is unlikely that you will walk
away from this meeting with Jimmie without some
inspiration to look a little deeper into the west slope of
the Sierra’s for your future angling opportunities. His
photos will amaze you - the mountains, lakes, forest
and streams will tug at your desire to “go fly fishing”.
You can contact Jimmie or review his guiding service
on his web site http://sierraflyfisher.com
I am confident that those members who choose to
attend this meeting will leave with a desire to fly fish
and obtain new knowledge on how to catch more and
bigger trout in western Sierra waters.
Don’t miss this one. See you at the meeting!
Meeting begins at 7:00, come early to get a great seat.
Lots of strikes and tight lines,
Gene De Fouw – Vice President

APRIL MESSAGE

months meeting. Mike Wright will be conducted an
excellent clinic on Stream fishing with nymphs and
dries. We are also getting ready for our opener starting
April 30, and ending on May 7. Have you made your
reservations yet? It’s getting late so you might want to
call Mike Telles our Outings Chairman, for information
on available space.
I ask you to try something the next time your out on a
fishing trip. Try to reflect on how much more there is to
fly fishing than just catching fish. Sure that’s always fun
but look at what’s around you. With the clean air, and
the wonders of nature all around you, companionship
can be found with-in yourself. This could be the real
reason that so many people love to fly fish.
Doug Spieske and Steve Zaborsky are always
looking for more membership participation with the
Trout in the Classroom program. This gift you give
with your assistance can’t be measured in anything but
Love. Please help when you can. Contact Doug at 909798-4151
A note to our members. In an attempt to make our
meeting more enjoyable and giving all members the
feeling as though they are setting up front when our
speaker is talking, we have purchased a new sound
system for the club house. Over the next couple of
months we should have everything installed but it is
now ready for use at the April meeting.
Our club is in good shape in all aspects. Thank you
to our Board of Directors and Participating Members
for all your support. See you at the April Meeting.
Ron Bishop
DCFF President

e certainly had a full house for the
March meeting to hear Cecilia “Pudge”
Kleinfauf when she gave a great talk
about dry flies and dry fly fishing through out Alaska.
One thing I believe is that “Pudge” knows what she is
talking about. Her knowledge about Alaska shows a life
time of work, and the Salmon they were catching will
make the best of us want to go there.
This month’s speaker will be Jimmie Morales, who
will be presenting a program on Yosemite. This should
be another great program. Come early and be sure to get
a seat. Be sure to read Gene’s article on our speaker and
I know you will want to be here for his presentation.
Next month we have our annual Barbeque and
White Elephant Sale. This year we will be changing
the program around a little so make sure you check
the schedule and plan to have a great time. Also, if you
need to clean out your closets, garage or den, bring your
donation items to the club for the sale. This has always
been a fun event with members, new and old, meeting in
a social setting, with great food and all the new fishing
stories everyone just can’t wait to share. True or not,
you be the judge.
I can report to you that the April trip to the Lower
Owens River was an unqualified success, but if you
missed that one there is another trip scheduled on April
25 & 26 to the Kern River. That’s right, just after this
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2009 Meetings Calendar

Officers & Directors for 2009
President: Ron Bishop (909) 203-3075
countryusa@live.com
Vice President: Gene De Fouw (909) 522-4421
wolverineangler@gmail.com
Secretary: Cathlene Fishman (909) 376-6467
cfishman@epicor.cor
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Carl Weuebben (909) 356-1848
prostock37@sbcglobal.net
Education: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborsky (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Raffles: Fred Hustead (951) 369-0761
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web Master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
Sjclark55@csmartlink.net
Newsletter: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net
Club Store: Dave Allred (951) 845-5817
dante@dc.rr.com
Past President: Bob Habereder (951) 789-1895
matuka@aol.com

Jan 28

7:00 PM Meeting: Tom Loe,
Eastern Sierras
Feb 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Bob Clouser,
Small Mountain Bass
Mar 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Ms. Pudge Kleinkauf
Fly Fishing Alaska
Apr 22 7:00 PM Meeting: Jimmie Morales
Yosemite
May 27 5:00 Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:
Followed by Meeting: TBD
Jun 24 7:00 PM Meeting:Brad Befus,
Colorado’s 4 Seasons
Jul 22
7:00 PM Meeting: Bill McMaster,
Kamchatka Rainbows
Aug 26 7:00 PM Meeting: Mike Kalpin:,
Sugar Creek Ranch
Sep 23 7:00 PM Meeting: Dec Hogan,
Steelhead
Oct 28 7:00 PM -Meeting: Members Night
Nov 18 7:00 PM Meeting: TBD:
Dec 9
Annual Banquet: 5:30PM Happy Hour

Deep Creek Flyfishers Store
Store prices for ‘09:

Newsletter Articles
Club members with written and/or graphical information they want to share with the membership are
welcome to send that information to the editor, Rod
Castanien, at rcastan@verizon.net. When the information meets a very lenient newsworthy test, it will be
published in a future issue.
Thanks: The Editor
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T-Shirts           
Long sleeve
Short sleeve
Hats 			
Decals
Small   
Medium   
Large           	
Patches 	
David Allred
Storekeeper

$15.00
$10.00
$15.00
$4.00
$7.00
$10.00
$10.00

Training Calendar for 2009

Membership Dues for 2008

Feb. 7,14,21,28: Intro to Fly Tying and Rod
Building, Club House: 0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying):
1:00pm to 4:00pm(Rod Building)
15 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Casting: ½ day class
held at the Club House: 9:00am-12:00am
22 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Fishing: All day
class held at the Club House: 8:30am-4: 30pm Special
session in afternoon on midge fishing by Ernie Gulley
and Russ Smith.
7-8 March: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and dries. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm (On the
stream)
March 7,14,21,28: Advanced Fly Tying and
Continuation of Rod Building Classes. Club House:
0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying): 1:00pm to 4:00pm(Rod
Building-Last class)
April 4-5: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and dries. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm (On the
stream)
April 18: Introduction to Entomology: Clubhouse:
0900am to 12:00pm. Advanced Casting: ½ day class
held at the Club House: 1:00pm-4:00pm
April 25-26: Kern River Stream Fishing with
nymphs and dries. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm (On the
stream)
April 30- May 7: Deep Creek Opener (special Hot
Creek Day) Details to follow.
October 1-8: Deep Creek Closer
Coffee and Soft Drinks will be available for the
classes and full day classes will have a 1-hour lunch
break.
Principal Instructors for all classes will be Mike
Wright, Don Johnson, Brett Browning, Ernie Gulley,
Russ Smith, Rick Proulx, Dave Parker, Clark Stevens,
and with other volunteers helping in their field of
expertise.
Donation of $5 for classes is requested from Club
Members to assist us in defraying costs. A $10 donation
is requested for outings.
***Classes for the later part of the year will be posted
by midyear.
Mike Wright,
23391 Grey Fox Dr.,
Canyon Lake, CA 92587,
Home 951-244-8721, Mobile 951-805-9713
Email - mikewright2m@mac.com

We are still renewing Club membership.via mail
and at the meetings. Dues remain the same as last year:
$30.00 for Individual and $40.00 for Family. If you
want to renew at a meeting you may do so at the membership table at the rear of the meeting room. Many
members renew by mail. If you choose this method and
have no changes in your address, phone, E-mail, etc.,
just include a note that states “no changes” with your
check. If you have a change(s) note that, and the corrections will be made for the 2009 roster. The address
to send your renewal is:
Deep Creek Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 8203
Redlands, CA 92375
If you have any questions,call Carl Wuebben at
909-356-1848, or email prostock37@global.net.
If you are a member of FFF it is important that
Carl has your FFF Number.
Carl Wuebben- Membership Officer

Fishing & Casting Assistance
Before Monthly Meetings
Personnel will be available at the monthly meetings
to assist those who need help with casting or any other
fishing questions that members might have. We will be
available from 4:00 to 5:30 on the day of the meetings
and will provide equipment if needed, but request you
bring your own outfit to practice.
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Membership Update
Please join me in extending a warm Deep Creek FlyFishers’ welcome to our newest members: Eric Dickson,
Don Gordon, Jim Green, William Johnson, Mike Johnson, Sean Robbins, Bob Rothenberger, and Dick Van
Der Meulen. Our newest members have a dot on their name badge. When you notice that, give these folks a
big Deep Creek Fly Fishers’ welcome and introduce yourself. I am sure they are ready to make new friends and
maybe even a new fishing partner.
Carl Wuebben - Membership Officer

Membership Fly Raffle
I an going to have a dozen flies at the membership table next meeting and someone wearing their name badge
will win them. Just come by the membership table and get a free raffle ticket for wearing your name badge. The
drawing will be during the meeting.
Carl Wuebben - Membership Officer

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior (13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$20.00
*(New Members Only)

Name:________________________

__________Cash
__________Check

Address:______________________
City:_________________________

State: _________ Zip___________________
Areas of Intrest
Home Phone:______________________________
Work Phone:______________________________
Email Address:_____________________________
FFF Member Yes____

No___

____Casting
____Club Trips
____Conservation ____Fly Tying
____Rod Building ____Membership

Member # ______________
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Date Expires_________________Type Membership______________

April Lower Owens Trip
The wind blew, and the wind blew, and the wind
blew!!!! On Thursday the 2nd and Friday the 3rd, the
wind was so strong (60mph gusts) that we could only
find one place to fish on the Lower Owens that gave us
any chance to cast at all. The place was just below the
Pleasant Valley Dam in the river channel which is in a
reasonably steep dip in the ground. Using a size 10 and
12 Hares Ear Nymph on the famous Owens River two
fly nymphing setup, the fishing was great. The weather
was overcast both days and you could easily see the
“darker water” feeding lanes in the river. That’s where
the fish tended to be and they were plenty hungry. Over
15 fish caught on Thursday and over 20 fish caught on
Friday. This was considered “pre-fishing” so when the
class was held on Saturday, we could at least put some
member on fish.
The real first day of the outing was Saturday the
th
4 . Much to our surprise and chagrin, the wind was
non-existent. Unfortunately (for fishing), it was an
absolutely beautiful day with nary a cloud in the sky.
We could not have asked for better weather for comfort,
but we sure needed overcast for hatch development and
better “hiding/holding” areas for the fish.

After the class and demonstrations, we divided into
groups and hit the stream. To the best of my knowledge,
everyone had a fish on and almost everyone caught
and landed a fish that day. Most important was that
all the new members were actually getting “drag free
drifts”, an absolute necessity for catching fish using the
nymphing technique.
Saturday evening we were again hosted at Dave
Parker and Pam Padgett’s mountain home. The fare
was tri-tip, baked potatoes, salad, wine and home made
beer. Dessert was also served. Every one had a great
time meeting new members and telling fish stories.
Thanks again to Dave and Pam for their hospitality and
being first class hosts.
Sunday each of us went our separate ways with some
even going to Hot Creek near Mammoth. According to
those who went to Hot Creek, the fishing was really
great. Small caddis and dropper zebra midges were the
hot ticket there.
Below you can see pictures of many of the activities
we enjoyed on this training outing.
See you at the next outing!!!
Mike Wright - Education

Roy Speth, Rusty Draper, Robin Silverman, Steve Kopp, Vince Silverman, Tim Pike, Mike Brown, Don
Ward, Bob and Patsy McKee, Carl Wuebben, Bob Yanta, Jim Llyod, Deanne Murillo, Terri Miller, Dave Parker,
Larry Jones, Mike Wright, Geoff Wade and Mark Hopkins
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Carl Wuebben, Lance Patterson and Bob Yanta

Pam Padgett and Dave Parker

Vince and Robin Silverman

Dave with the tri-tip

Brown’s “Brownie”

Larry & Michelle Jones

Bob, Carl, Steve and Geoff: Steve says it was big!!

Jim Llyod Hot Creek
Rainbow

Mike Brown, Mark Hopking and Geoff Wade
with some Home brew

Dave Parker’s Hot
Creek Brownie

Dave’s
Rainbow

Mark, Rusty, Carl, Lance and Roy chowing down
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Conservation
Wild and Scenic Status for Upper
Owens River and Piru
A big thanks to all of you who contacted your
congressman in support of HR146, also known as the
Omnibus Public Lands Protection Act. On March 30th,
HR146 was signed into law, placing over 100 miles of
stream in California, and over 1000 miles of stream
nationwide into the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
Of interest to the local flyfishing community, the
Upper Owens River and Piru were included in the bill, as
well as places such as the Snake River in Wyoming. The
bill also includes wilderness designation for headwaters
of watersheds such as the Owens, Cottonwood Creek,
West Walker, Santa Clara, and San Jacinto.
The National Wild and Scenic Rivers System was
created by Congress in 1968 to preserve certain rivers
with outstanding natural, cultural, and recreational
values in a free-flowing condition for the enjoyment of
present and future generations. The Act is notable for
safeguarding the special character of these rivers, while
also recognizing the potential for their appropriate
use and development. Designation neither prohibits
development nor gives the federal government control
over private property. Recreation, agricultural practices,
residential development, and other uses may continue.
Protection of the river is provided through voluntary
stewardship by landowners and river users and through
regulation and programs of federal, state, local, or tribal
governments.
Steve Kopp - Conservation Chairman

Bear Creek Cleanup May 16th

Angelus Oaks at 9:00 am, or 8:00 am if you want to
join us for breakfast. From there we will carpool as
necessary down the fire roads to the stream. The road
is a bit rough and narrow in places. The day ends when
you tire of fishing. Some leave shortly after the cleanup,
some stay until dark.
If you plan to join us, please let me know by signing
up at the monthly meeting, or by email stevekopp@
hotmail.com, or phone 909-793-6831. Bring gloves,
lunch or snack, and fishing gear.
Steve Kopp - Conservation Chairman

Golden Trout Conservation
Projects
Several times over the last few years you’ve heard
some of us talk about Monache Meadows and other areas
around the Golden Trout Wilderness in the Southern
Sierra. The two anchor projects of Monache Meadows
are now on the calendar looking for volunteers. They
are June 19-21 and October 2-4.
The work is primarily fence maintenance to keep
season cattle from damaging the stream banks, no
experience necessary. Plan to arrive Friday before dark,
Saturday is a full work day with a great potluck dinner,
and Sunday is a short day of work. There is plenty of
time to fish the South Fork of the Kern for golden trout
and brown trout.
For more information or to sign up visit http://www.
californiagoldentrout.org (note it may not be updated
yet for 2009, if not, check back in May).
Steve Kopp - Conservation Chairman

3rd Annual Silver Lake – Rush

Come out on Saturday May 16th 9:00 am for the
Creek Cleanup June 20th
kickoff of our conservation projects for the year. We will
be doing our annual stream cleanup and fishing outing
Saturday June 20th will be the 3rd annual Rush
to Bear Creek in the San Bernardino Mountains.
We will spend the morning picking up trash around Creek stream cleanup sponsored by Silver Lake Resort
the stream and parking areas. After a break for lunch, and the Southwest Council Federation of Fly Fishers.
assuming things are pretty well cleaned up, its time Volunteers shoul meet at the Silver Lake boat ramp for
to enjoy the stream. This is a great opportunity to get signup at 7:00. The cleanup will conclude at noon with
to know our local streams, since some of the people a BBQ provided by Silver Lake Resort. The Southwest
who fish them frequently will be there with you. Even Council will also be installing monofilament recycling
if you’re brand new to fly fishing, we’ll help get you tubes at key areas.
Bring gloves, hat, and (waders if you have them)
going. Last year several people caught their first wild
Contact Joe Lemire jflex8@dslextreme.com for
brown trout on a fly.
Meet at The Oaks Restaurant on Highway 38 in additional information
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Conservation-Continued

Meet The Speaker

Deep Creek Stream Cleanup June
27th
Saturday June 27th is Deep Creek Flyfishers annual
stream cleanup and fishing outing to our club’s namesake stream near Running Springs in the San Bernardino Mountains.
We will spend the morning picking up trash around
the stream and parking areas. After a break for lunch,
assuming things are pretty well cleaned up, its time to
enjoy the stream. This is a great opportunity to get to
know our local streams, since some of the people who
fish them frequently will be there with you. Depending
on the number of volunteers and road access we may be
visiting the T6 crossing, Splinter’s Cabin, and Devil’s
Hole areas.
For people on the south side of the mountain, we
will be meeting at Carolyn’s Café in Redlands at 8 am,
or 7 am if you want to join us for breakfast. For people
already up the hill or on the north side, we will meet
you at the ranger station on Hwy 18 in Skyforest at
8:45. Carolyn’s Café is located at 1711 West Lugonia
Ave, just west of Alabama, north of I-10.
If you plan to join us, please let me know by signing up at the monthly meeting, or by email stevekopp@
hotmail.com, or phone 909-793-6831. Bring gloves,
lunch or snack, and fishing gear.
Steve Kopp - Conservation Chairman

Sign-Up For The Opener
Our Outing Director, Mike Telles, is now collecting
for the season Opener at Mammoth Lakes. The cost
has risen slightly, and is now $170.00 for the week.
Last Fall we had three condo’s full, and we expect to
fill the condo’s again this spring. Get your reservation
confirmed with Mike before they are all filled. For this
years Opener, we arrive on 30 April, and leave on 7
May. Mikes email address is miketelles@verizon.net
Mike Telles
Outing Director

Every member is invited to meet and have dinner
with this month’s speaker before the meeting. Anyone
wishing to join us in having dinner with the speaker
should meet at Art’s Bar and Grill at 5:00 pm. The
food is great and the prices are very reasonable. The
address for the restaurant is: 3357 University Ave.
Riverside, CA 92501 [91 Freeway @ University Ave.]
See you there.
Gene De Fouw

Education Notes
The classes on Fly Tying continue with Clark
Stevens and Brett Browning leading the future classes
Rod Building continues with Rick Proulx. Six
students are now finishing their new rods and have
learned quite a lot. We now have new equipment and
supplies to support this class with the purchase of turning
motors new supplies of epoxy, thread and guides.
The Introduction to Flyfishing and Casting were
held in February and were well attended. Over 12 new
members came to the Introduction to Flyfishing and 18
Members came to the Introduction to casting.
Don’t forget to sign up for the upcoming classes
in Entomology and Advanced Casting at the next
meeting.
With the change to Daylight Savings Time, casting
and fishing help before the meetings will begin at 5:30
and last to 6:30 on meeting nights. It is still light then
and allows for this later time.
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Thanks
Mike Wright Education Director.

WHY IS IT CALLED FISHING – NOT CATCHING?
(AND OTHER THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW)

Where is the Neversink River located and who are
Hewitt and Gordon?
In the June 2008 Newsletter this column wrote: “In
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Edward R. Hewitt and Theodore Gordon popularized the sport of fly
fishing on the upstate New York river Neversink, and
today the river is hailed as the birthplace of American
fly fishing”. Since writing that article I have discovered many areas and rivers that claim to be the origin or
birthplace of Fly Fishing or some aspect of Fly Fishing.
I stand by our comments last June. However, America
is full of locations and rivers that have great history and
are worthy of mention from time to time as they relate
to Fly Fishing. After all - these are “things…you need
to know”!
So you kinda know who Hewitt and Gordon were
but, as to where is the Neversink River located you
need more information. For example: where exactly
“upstate New York” is this river? (Remember: Anything above New York City is Upstate) The Neversink
is in the Catskills. The Catskills are a mountainous region in the southeastern part of New York State and is
quite close to New York City. The region is rich with
rivers and streams and endless natural beauty. Near the
end of the 19th century the Catskills became a magnet
for pioneering trout anglers such as: Theodore Gordon,
“Uncle Thad” Norris and Edward Hewitt. These men,
and others, began the American style of fly fishing and
gave rise to a rich assortment of traditions in fly fishing and history. They also began the establishment of
the Catskills as the “Birthplace of American Fly Fishing”. (See what I mean?) The Catskills continued to
lure (pun intended) new generations of anglers. The
1930’s saw the arrival of innovative and history making anglers such as – Herman Christian, Roy Steenrod,
Reuben Cross, Art Flick, Winnie and Walt Dette, Elsie and Harry Darbee. These pioneers were followed
by more great fly fishing teachers and innovators like
Sparce Gray Hackle (also known as Alfred W. Miller)
and Joan and Lee Wulff. In 1978 the Catskill Fly Fishing Museum was organized with Elsie Darbee as its
first president. In 1981 the Museum was incorporated
as the Catskill Fly Fishing Center, Inc. and in 1982 a
35 acre farm site along the banks of the Willowemoc
Creek in Livingston Manor, New York was purchased

for environmental camps for children and future activities to benefit Fly Fishing and the fisheries of America.
The museum store is located in Trout Town, USA – also
known as Roscoe, New York and the Catskill Fly Fishing Center and Museum is now found in Livingston
Manor.
You may recognize these village names because of
another great river that runs through the Catskill Mountains – The Beaver Kill. The Beaver Kill River has
long been celebrated as one of the most famous trout
streams in the United States. The river is a tributary
of the Delaware River and has been a popular resort
and trout fishing destination since the early 19th century. The Brook Trout population was depleted around
1850 and this led to one of the first conservation movements in America. It is often said that: “There may be
no more historic trout river in the United States than
New York’s Beaverkill River. This is the river that gave
birth to American fly-fishing and such patterns as the
Hendrickson and Quill Gordon.” In 1979 Joan Wulff
started the “Wulff School of Fly Fishing” on the banks
of the Beaver Kill. When you hear the name “Wulff”
you may first think of the famous Lee Wulff (Mr.
Wulff passed in 1991 age 86) and the Wulff series of
flies that he created. Mr. Wulff’s wife Joan Wulff is a
very accomplished and famous in her own right, and
is considered a Fly Fishing icon today. Mrs. Wulff is
the “Royal Wulff”. She pioneered the understanding
of the mechanics of fly casting and introduced these
in her book, Fly Casting Techniques (1987). She also
wrote (1991) Joan Wulff’s Fly Fishing: Expert Advice
from a Woman’s Perspective and (1997) Fly Casting
Accuracy. Mrs. Wulff is an international Fly Casting
champion and is known to have cast a fly over 161 feet!
The Wulff School of Fly Fishing describes its location
in its publications as follows: “The Wulff School of Fly
Fishing is located on the Catskill’s best known river, the
Beaverkill, birthplace of dry-fly fishing in America”.
One last thing you need to know this month is the
origin and the meaning of the word “kill”. What’s with
these New World names: Catskill, Beaverkill- FishkillWallkill Rivers, and Kill Van Kull and Arthur Kill, both
areas separating Staten Island, New York from New
Jersey??? Webster defines “kill” as (a) “waterway”.
The word comes from the Middle Dutch word “kille”,
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meaning “riverbed” or “water channel”. The modern
Dutch term is “kil”. The early American settlers clearly used the term several ways including “creek” and
the term is used in areas of Dutch influence, mostly in
New York, New Jersey and other areas of the former
New Netherland colony of Dutch America, to describe
a strait, river or arm of the sea. The work “kill” was often spelled as one word as in Beaverkill and sometimes
it was hyphenated like “Cats-kill”.
Can’t wait for the roads to clear so I can go fishing
at my favorite spot on good ol’ DEEPKILL.
New York State Governor Benjamin Odell on April
4, 1904 signed into law legislature creating the Catskill
Park. 705,500 acres of both public and private lands
make up the park of which 300,000 acres of pristine
land are designated The Catskill Forest Preserve that
will be “forever wild” and is protected by New York’s
Constitution.
There is a river in Delaware named “Murderkill”.
“Go figure”
The Catskills have 89 peaks over 3,000 ft. – the
most notable are Kaaterskill High Peak and West Kill
Mountain. “No surprise there”
The 100 anniversary in 2004 for the Catskill Park
celebrated the history of the area as the birthplace of
American fly fishing. “Aaa okay”
Lee Wulff may have written his own epitaph when
he said, “I was born to fish”. The most famous fly ever
– “probably” the Royal Wulff.
The Beaverkill River is the most historic river in
America – The Neversink River is the birthplace of
American Fly Fishing. “That settles that!”
My wife and I go Fly Fishing every year on the
Beaverkill River. Every year I tell my wife how much
I would like to take a fly-in fishing trip in the Canadian wilderness. She always replied, “I know honey but
those fly-in trips cost over five hundred dollars and five
hundred dollars is five hundred dollars”. Finally after many years of going up north every summer I said,
“Annie, I’m 85 years old. If we don’t take a fly-in fishing trip into the wilderness I might never get another
chance”. To this she replied, “Honey that fly-in trip is
five hundred dollars, and five hundred is five hundred”.
The pilot overheard this conversation and said, “Folks
I’ll make you a deal. I’ll take the both of you for a
ride into the back country and if you can stay quiet for
the entire trip and don’t say a word I won’t charge you
a penny! But, if you say one word…its five hundred
bucks”. Annie agreed and up we went. The pilot did

all kinds of sudden and fancy maneuvers, but we didn’t
say a word. He did daredevil tricks over and over – still
nothing was said….When we landed, the pilot turned to
me and said, “Say, you did it – I did everything I could
to get you to yell out, but you kept quiet. I’m really
impressed!”
“Well”, I told him, “to tell you the truth
- I almost said something when Annie fell out, but you
know five hundred is five hundred”.
If you who are interested in more info on the Beaverkill River and Lee Wulff I suggest that you check
out a very good DVD video called
“LEE WULFF ON THE BEAVERKILL” by Michael Gold.
http://www.michaelgoldsphotos.com/
lee-wulff.htm
Breathe in. Breathe out. Breathe in. Breathe out.
Forget this and attaining the perfect roll cast will be the
least of your problems.
Have a question (or answer) about fly fishing, do
you know something that the rest of us need to know
- Heard a good one lately? - Have some words to live
& fish by? - Email: Wally Hayes @ TatankaUSA@
hotmail.com Type “DCFF NEWS” on subject line.
Wally Hayes
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July – August
6 Nights Lodging
5 Days Guided Fly Fishing
All Meals Included

$2,350 Per Person
Also available; 2, 3, &4 day trips
Fish the blue ribbon uncrowded waters
Of the Green and New Fork Rivers
For information email Bob at
riversideskiandsport@yahoo.com
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