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which contains 16 of his world wide recognized fly patterns, and - “Fly Fishing for Smallmouth in Rivers and
Streams”, rated by Fly Fisherman Magazine as (Best
on the Subject).
Fly Patterns and Industry Affiliations . Clouser
is the innovator of many fine fly patterns, all of which
gained worldwide popularity. His flies include The
Clouser Minnow, The Half and half, Clouser Crayfish,
Swimming Nymph, Crippled Minnow, Mad Tom, The
Darter, Hellgrammite, E-Z popper, Floating Minnow
and many others. Bob’s ‘Clouser Minnow’ is claimed
to be the most effective underwater fly ever developed;
rated as #1 by Field and Stream Magazine. He has
designed The Clouser Taper fly line manufactured by
Rio Products which makes casting heavy wind resistant
patterns a dream to cast. He is on the advisory staff
Fly Fishing for Smallmouth Bass fly
for the St. Croix Rod Company. He is also on the staff
of Rainey’s, Inc. and Renzetti, Inc.
Bob Clouser
Awards. Most notable among his awards are his
ob’s love of the outdoors, especially Fly fish- induction into the National Fresh Water Fishing Hall
ing, led him into the fishing business. He con- of Fame as Legendary Angler; The Warm Water Comtinues to tie & create flies, write articles and books, mittee Achievement Award - a national award, and the
Dr. Henshall Award both presented by The Federation
guide, teach and share his enjoyment with others.
Bob teaches fly tying, fly casting and fishing. His of Fly Fishers, and National Angler of the Year 2000 by
casting demonstrations, using visual aids and casting Fly Rod and Reel Magazine.
Bob and his wife Joan - operate Clouser’s Fly Shop
weighted flies and lines are very popular.
Videos and Publications. Bob has been featured in and a website: Clouserflyfishing.com & a mail order
many fine fly fishing and fly tying videos and DVD’s. business at: 101 Ulrich St. Middletown, Pa. 17057.
Some of his videos have been presented on national Their products can be ordered from Bob’s website:
television. Bob is also a prolific and highly regarded clouserflyfising.com - where there is information on his
author of fly fishing and fly tying articles. His articles flies, schools, books and trips.
Bob Clouser’s presentation to our club will be on
have been published in national and regional maga“Fly Fishing for Smallmouth Bass” where he will
zines.
He has completed two books - “Clouser’s Flies” of
Speaker - Continued on Page 2
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FEBRUARY MESSAGE

out. Not everyone could make it to the first sale but we
hope to see you in the future. This year we will be doing
several dates for the Bass Pro Shop and the money we
raise will go to helping our club to grow in the future as
well as support some of our favorite charities. I will be
looking for your input in this adventure as to how we
can best use this club income. Thanks again for all of
you that support our club by donating you time.
If you were at the last meeting or read the last
newsletter you are aware of all the club functions we
have coming up. I encourage you to sigh up for our
classes in Fly Tying, Rod Building and the trips we have
arranged for our members to attend. See Mike Wright if
your interested in attending some classes and check the
newsletter for times and locations. If your interested in
attending the opener see or call Mike Telles for space
available. In addition don’t forget about the Fly Fishing
shows coming up in Pasadena and Long Beach. Why
not stop buy and hear some experts speak about our
sport. There is always something new going on at the
show and for me I can always learn something new.
That’s all for this month. I hope to see you all at the
February meeting, and don’t forget to say hello to our
new members. Let’s make everyone feel welcome.
Ron Bishop– President
Deep Creek FlyFishers

I hope everyone enjoyed our January meeting. With
all the excitement and standing room only we were
treated to one of the best meetings I have ever attended.
I was glad to see so many new members at the meeting.
Perhaps the largest gathering we have ever had. I wish
to say Hello and Welcome to all who were joined us for
the first time and invite you to come back in February for
another great meeting. We will welcome Bob Clouser
to join us in what I believe will be another standing
room only evening. Bob will be joining us for dinner
Speaker - Continued From Page 2
before the meeting and if you would like to join us you
are welcome to come by Art’s around 5:00 P.M. Bob
will be prepared to show two different presentations explain how to catch smallmouth from top to bottom
and after talking to him I know this evening will be using his flies. As many of you know, our local Kern
River has some great smallmouth bass fishing on the
another meeting you wont want to miss.
Another moment in our January meeting was to see lower section below Lake Isabella near the town of
Mike Wright when he was presented with his trophy Kernville. Also many area lakes and reservoirs contain
for Life Membership in Deep Creek Flyfishers Club. smallmouth bass. Just search the internet for a location
Perhaps the only time we will see him speech less. I near you.
I am confident that those members who choose to
believe that there are many members of our club that
attend
this meeting will leave with a new knowledge
work hard, assist with all different kinds of club functions
but I don’t know of anyone that is more deserving of on how to catch more and bigger smallmouth bass in
this award than Mr. Two Hat’s. Thank you Mike for all Southern California. Don’t miss this meeting! See
your hard work, your dedication to our sport but most you at the meeting! The meeting begins at 7:00, come
of all I want to say thank you for being my friend. I early to get the best seats - last month some had to
know I speak for everyone when I say thank you for stand
everything you do for our club.
Lots of strikes and tight lines,
This month once again we are starting our Brats
Gene De Fouw – Vice President
sales with the Bass Pro Shop. I am happy to hearing
Deep Creek FlyFishers
from some of our new member wanting to help us out.
Thanks to all who assisted by donating there time to help
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Officers & Directors for 2009
President: Ron Bishop (909) 203-3075
countryusa@verizon.net
Vice President: Gene De Fouw (909) 522-4421
wolverineangler@gmail.com
Secretary: Cathlene Fishman (909) 376-6467
cfishman@epicor.cor
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Carl Weuebben (909) 356-1848
prostock37@sbcglobal.net
Education: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborsky (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Raffles: Fred Hustead (951) 369-0761
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web Master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
sjclark53@adelphia.net
Newsletter: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net
Club Store: Dave Allred (951) 845-5817
dante@dc.rr.com
Past President: Bob Habereder (951) 789-1895
matuka@aol.com

2009 Meetings Calendar
Jan 28

7:00 PM Meeting: Tom Loe,
Eastern Sierras
Feb 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Bob Clouser,
Small Mountain Bass
Mar 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Ms. Pudge Kleinkauf
Fly Fishing Alaska
Apr 22 7:00 PM Meeting: Jimmie Morales
Yosemite
May 27 5:00 Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:
Followed by Meeting: TBD
Jun 24 7:00 PM Meeting:Brad Befus,
Colorado’s 4 Seasons
Jul 22
7:00 PM Meeting: Bill McMaster,
Kamchatka Rainbows
Aug 26 7:00 PM Meeting: Mike Kalpin:,
Sugar Creek Ranch
Sep 23 7:00 PM Meeting: Dec Hogan,
Steelhead
Oct 28 7:00 PM -Meeting: Members Night
Nov 18 7:00 PM Meeting: TBD:
Dec 9
Annual Banquet: 5:30PM Happy Hour

Local Fishing Shows

For all club members interested in industry shows,
there are two local shows related to fishing in February
The Last Cast
& March 2008. The Fly Fishing Show will be at “The
Pasadena Center” on 21-22 February 2009
In Memoriam - Raybon Tunstill
Adult Admission: 		
$15 1 Day, $25 2 Days
Children:			
$2
To say “good bye” to one of our own is always a
Hours:
difficult task. Especially for the Deep Creek Fly Fishers
Sat.: 9AM-5:30 PM
Club of Riverside, California, who currently morn the
Sun.: 9AM-4:30PM
loss of their faithful and dear friend, Raybon Tunstill.
Raybon loved his family and friends and the Fly
Fred Hall - Fishing Tackle and Travel Show will be
Fishers Club, which he so proudly supported for over
at
Long
Beach Convention Center on 4-8 March.
six years. Raybon was first introduced to fly-fishing by
Adult Admission:		
$15
his brother, Mark and quickly became addicted and an
Military & Senior’s
$14
avid fly fisherman. It is with our deepest regrets that
Children
15
&
Younger:
Free
we bid a final farewell to Raybon who passed away in
Hours:
November. We will miss him! Raybon is survived by
Wed, Thur., Fri.:
2 PM -9:30 PM
two brothers and two sisters.
Sat.			
10 AM - 9:30 PM
Our sincerest and deepest condolences go out to his
entire family.
Sun.			
10 AM - 7:00 PM
God Bless you Ray and may you have tight lines
and great casts forever. . .
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Training Calendar for 2009

Membership Dues for 2008

Feb. 7,14,21,28: Intro to Fly Tying and Rod
Building, Club House: 0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying):
1:00pm to 4:00pm(Rod Building)
15 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Casting: ½ day class
held at the Club House: 9:00am-12:00am
22 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Fishing: All day
class held at the Club House: 8:30am-4: 30pm Special
session in afternoon on midge fishing by Ernie Gulley
and Russ Smith.
7-8 March: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and dries. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm (On the
stream)
March 7,14,21,28: Advanced Fly Tying and
Continuation of Rod Building Classes. Club House:
0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying): 1:00pm to 4:00pm(Rod
Building-Last class)
April 4-5: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and dries. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm (On the
stream)
April 18: Introduction to Entomology: Clubhouse:
0900am to 12:00pm. Advanced Casting: ½ day class
held at the Club House: 1:00pm-4:00pm
April 25-26: Kern River Stream Fishing with
nymphs and dries. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm (On the
stream)
April 30- May 7: Deep Creek Opener (special Hot
Creek Day) Details to follow.
October 1-8: Deep Creek Closer
Coffee and Soft Drinks will be available for the
classes and full day classes will have a 1-hour lunch
break.
Principal Instructors for all classes will be Mike
Wright, Don Johnson, Brett Browning, Ernie Gulley,
Russ Smith, Rick Proulx, Dave Parker, Clark Stevens,
and with other volunteers helping in their field of
expertise.
Donation of $5 for classes is requested from Club
Members to assist us in defraying costs. A $10 donation
is requested for outings.
***Classes for the later part of the year will be posted
by midyear.
Mike Wright,
23391 Grey Fox Dr.,
Canyon Lake, CA 92587,
Home 951-244-8721, Mobile 951-805-9713
Email - mikewright2m@mac.com

Membership renewal for 2009 has begun.. Dues
remain the same: $30.00 for Individual and $40.00 for
Family. If you want to renew at a meeting you must do
so at the January, February or March meetings. Many
members renew by mail. If you choose this method and
have no changes in your address, phone, E-mail, etc.,
just include a note that states “no changes” with your
check. If you have a change(s) note that, and the corrections will be made for the 2009 roster. The address
to send your renewal is:
Deep Creek Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 8203
Redlands, CA 92375
Our 2009 Roster will be published after 31 March,
and only paid up members will be listed in the roster.
The mailing list for the Newsletter is also made up
from the dues paying members list.
If you have any questions,Call Carl Wuebben at
909-356-1848, or email prostock37@global.net.
If you are a member of FFF it is important that
Carl has your FFF Number.
Carl Wuebben- Membership Officer

Newsletter Articles
Club members with written and/or graphical information they want to share with the membership are
welcome to send that information to the editor, Rod
Castanien, at rcastan@verizon.net. When the information meets a very lenient newsworthy test, it will be
published in a future issue.
Thanks: The Editor

Fishing & Casting Assistance
Before Monthly Meetings
Personnel will be available at the monthly meetings
to assist those who need help with casting or any other
fishing questions that members might have. We will be
available from 4:00 to 5:30 on the day of the meetings
and will provide equipment if needed, but request you
bring your own outfit to practice.
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Membership Update
Please join me in extending a warm Deep Creek FlyFishers’ welcome to our newest members: Michael Brown,
Carmen & Stephanie Dvorak, Scott Hanson, Bill & Gregory Hughes, Jack & Steph Jobes, Nick Kirschbaum,
Jerry Sr. & Jerry Jr. May, Bob & Patsy McKee, Ernie Morris, Dennis Nauarre, Frank Sanchez, Don Ward,
and Rob Baum. Our newest members have a dot on their name badge. When you notice that, give these folks a
big Deep Creek Fly Fishers’ welcome and introduce yourself. I am sure they are ready to make new friends and
maybe even a new fishing partner.
Carl Wuebben - Membership Officer

Membership Fly Raffle
The fly raffle for wearing your name badge at the meeting is back on. I an going to have a dozen flies at the
membership table next meeting and someone wearing their name badge will win them. Just come by the membership table and get a free raffle ticket for having your name badge. The drawing will be during the meeting.
Carl Wuebben - Membership Officer

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior (13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$20.00
*(New Members Only)

Name:________________________

__________Cash
__________Check

Address:______________________
City:_________________________

State: _________ Zip___________________
Areas of Intrest
Home Phone:______________________________
Work Phone:______________________________
Email Address:_____________________________
FFF Member Yes____

No___

____Casting
____Club Trips
____Conservation ____Fly Tying
____Rod Building ____Membership

Member # ______________
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Date Expires_________________Type Membership______________

The Distant Waters Advertisement above is being offered by Bob Slamal from Riverside Ski and Sport. Bob
is hosting a fantastic week in New Zealand for a great price. Contact Bob for further details. The above advertisement also appears on www.deepcreekflyfishers.org. It can be reached directly by adding “new_page_5.htm after
our web address, or select News / New Zealand when using the web site menu.

Pontoon Boat For Sale
8’ x4’ 5” Water Skeeter Pontoon Boat
4 years old: Like new!!!
$250 with Motor Mount frame
$200 with anchor frame only.
Call Jim Everett 909-793-5655

Deep Creek Flyfishers Store
New store prices are down for ‘09:
T-Shirts           
Long sleeve $15.00
Short sleeve $10.00
Hats 			
$15.00
Decals
Small   
$4.00
Medium   
$7.00
Large           	 $10.00
Patches 	
$10.00
David Allred
Storekeeper

Page 6

Why It’s Called Fishing and Not Catching
(and Other Things You Need To Know)

“Rivers and the inhabitants of the watery elements
are made for wise men to contemplate and for fools to
pass by without consideration.” Izaak Walton, “The
Complete Angler”
Fish your way to Wisdom - I learned to fish on
the piers of Southern California and at summer Scout
Camps at Mammoth Lakes. Pier fishing taught me as
a young boy that it was okay to spend some time being
quiet and thinking about things. Lake and stream fishing
at the camps taught me that the “great outdoors” has
many faces and many moods and they are all beautiful
and should be loved and respected. I continued to
fish my whole life. I have fished almost every ocean
and sea of the world and I am now setting fly fishing
goals for myself. I love catching fish but I really love
fishing. Is there a better way to have some quiet time
with yourself and your Maker than fishing? Is there a
better way to solve problems or to forget problems than
fishing? Well, maybe there is, but when this way works
so well why bother looking for another?
I like to say that I am going fishing “to smell the
roses”. Think about that for a minute.
With Age Comes Wisdom - An older Fly
Fisherman was sitting on a stream bank the other day
when he heard a voice say, “Pick me up.” He looked
around and couldn’t see any one. He thought he was
dreaming when he heard the voice say again, “Pick me
up.” Looking into the water he saw a frog bobbing on
the surface. The man said, “Are you talking to me?”
“Yes, I’m talking to you. Pick me up, then kiss me and
I’ll turn into the most beautiful woman you have ever
seen. I’ll make sure that all your fishing buddies are
envious and jealous because I will be your bride!” The
man looked at the frog for a short time, reached over,
picked it up carefully, and placed it in his front breast
pocket. The frog said, “What, are you nuts? Didn’t you
hear what I said? I said, “Kiss me and I will be your
beautiful bride”. The ol’fisherman opened his pocket,
looked at the frog and said: “Naw…at my age I’d
rather have a talking frog!”
Wisdom is a wonderful thing - it enables you to
recognize a mistake as soon as you make it again.
A wise man once said: “money can’t buy you
happiness.” Maybe the wise man never bought himself
a good fly rod!
Wisdom allows you to know which fly to use next:

Experience tells you when to make the change and faith
helps you to change it again!
For some wisdom with a generous portion of humor
and some wonderful insights to life, feelings and the
love of fly fishing, I highly recommend the fine book
by John Gierach, “Death, Taxes and Leaky Waders”. J
G is a good American story teller – born and raised in
Colorado. Gierach has fished most of North America
but first he lived in New York City for a while, doing
odd jobs, and says that he learned one important thing in
New York and that was “not to take shit off anybody!”
“West Nile” disease/fever will be back with us
again this year. Use caution (be wise) in areas known to
have mosquitoes. Use lots of sketter repellent and see
your doctor after a recent fishing trip if you are having
flulike symptoms.
It is a wise man who removes hooks from fingers
under water - because the cold water dims the hurt
and you might avoid your fellow anglers’ hysterical
laughter.
Fishermen who think logically provide a nice
contrast to the rest of us.
For the rich there’s therapy, for the rest of us
there’s fly fishing!
Don’t worry about your short term memory – Gold
fish have a memory 50% greater than the average for
fish – 3 seconds! Besides there are more chickens in
the world than human beings…
When I got home last night from a weekend of fly
fishing the Owens, my wife demanded that I take her
out someplace expensive….
So…I took her to the local gas station. *#*^* And
then it started… Not wise!
Tip o’da cap to all of you who emailed your cable/
satellite provider requesting the “SPORTSMAN
CHANNEL” be added to their line-ups. Direct TV
has added the Sportsman Channel already with
about six good programs dedicated exclusively to
Fly Fishing!
Have a question (or answer) about fly fishing, do
you know something that the rest
of us need to know - Heard a good one lately? Have some words to live & fish by? Email: Wally Hayes at TatankaUSA@hotmail.com
Type “DCFF NEWS” on subject line.
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Basic Entomology
Workshop For Fly Fishers

Meet The Speaker
Every member is invited to meet and have dinner
with this month’s speaker before the meeting. Anyone
wishing to join us in having dinner with the speaker
should meet at Art’s Bar and Grill at 5:00 pm. The
food is great and the prices are very reasonable - each
member pays for their own meal. Wednesday Dinner
special is Prime Rib of Beef for $11.50 or you can select
many other reasonable priced options from the char
broiler menu. The address for the restaurant is: 3357
University Ave. Riverside, CA 92501 [91 Freeway @
University Ave.] See you there.
Gene De Fouw

Maggie Merriman, a Deep Creek Fly Fishers Life
Member, is conducting a “Basic Entomology Workshop for Fly Fishers” on March 28 2009.
Instructor:
Maggie Merriman
Date:
Saturday, March 28, 2009
Time:
9:00am to 1:00 pm
Location:
Long Beach Casting Club
		
7th & Federation Dr., Long Beach
Fee
$50.00
Pre-Register today by mailing your Workshop Fee
to Maggie Merriman, 19791 Coastline Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92648. Phone 714-969-5829 (Register
before March 21)
See Flyer on Deep Creek FF Web site.
http://www.deepcreekflyfishers.org

Sign-Up For The Opener
Our Outing Director, Mike Telles, is now collecting
for the season Opener at Mammoth Lakes. The cost
has risen slightly, and is now $170.00 for the week.
Next Month’s Speaker
Last Fall we had three condo’s full, and we expect to
fill the condo’s again this spring. Get your reservation
Make sure you mark your calendar for next month’s confirmed with Mike before they are all filled. For this
program and speaker – March 25. We have the special years Opener, we arrive on 30 April, and leave on 7
honor of having Pudge Kleinkauf – owner and operator May.
of Women’s Flyfishing® for 22 years. Pudge is a
Mike Telles
licensed guide and a member of the Worldwide Outfitter
Outing Director
& Guides Association, Trout Unlimited & FFF and
their guide associations, and the AK Fly Fishers and
NW Women Fly Fishers. She is a contributing editor for
Fish Alaska Magazine.
A retired University Professor and Lawyer, Pudge is
Clouser Fly
also the author of ‘Fly Fishing Women Explore Alaska’
and ‘River Girls: Fly Fishing for Young Women; plus
her new book: “Sailfish of the North: Fly fishing for
Alaska’s Arctic Grayling” which will be available in
the fall of 2009. Bring your books for her autograph.
Encourage your spouse, girl friend or significant
other to come to this meeting. This is a meeting you
will not want to miss.
Gene De Fouw
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Conservation
Nestle Cancels McCloud Contract

Klamath River Dams Coming Down

Facing a barrage of criticism, Nestle Waters North
America cancelled its contract to build a water bottling
plant in the Northern California town of McCloud.
While Nestle has suggested they will pursue a new
contract, power has now shifted back to the community
to consider the best options for the local economy and
health of the watershed. The McCloud Community
Services District can now choose to sign a new contract
with Nestle, sign with another company or turn away
any offers.
The announcement comes on the heals of a letter
sent to the Siskiyou County Planning Department
by California Attorney General Jerry Brown which
criticized the initial Draft Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) and listed a number of concerns with the
project.
Nestle’s plans for the area have attracted controversy
since their inception in 2003 when the company bought
the site of a former lumber mill in McCloud and signed
a 99-year contract with the District to bottle 1,600 acrefeet of spring water annually for $300,000.
Local residents formed the McCloud Watershed
Council to oppose the deal. Soon after, they were
joined by CalTrout and Trout Unlimited to form the
Protect Our Waters Coalition (protectourwaters.org).
The coalition was concerned with the lack of public
input or environmental review and the impact on the
region’s water, wildlife and quality of life. Specifically
the coalition thought the contract gave Nestle too much
control for too long and for too little money.
Nestle’s unprecedented cancellation of an existing
contract was due to several factors -- effective opposition,
failure to satisfy the California Environmental Quality
Act, and growing
Steve Kopp - Conservation Director

Well they’re one step closer to coming down. The
Klamath is historically one of the great salmon and
steelhead rivers of California but has been in steep
decline for years due to dam construction and water
diversions. Last fall, US Secretary of the Interior Dirk
Kempthorne, Oregon Governor Ted Kulongoski,
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, and
PacifiCorp Chairman & CEO Greg Abel,, signed an
Agreement in Principal (AIP) that defines the path to
what would be the largest dam removal in US history.
PacifiCorp, federal officials, and state agencies
plan to work with local stakeholders including Tribes,
irrigators, conservation groups, commercial fishermen,
and local governments to reach a final agreement within
months. The Agreement presumes that the removal of
the lower four Klamath dams will begin in 2020.
The signing of the AIP is welcome news to the Tribes,
conservationists, commercial fishermen, farmers and
ranchers who see dam removal as the missing element
of the more comprehensive Klamath Basin Restoration
Agreement (KBRA) released earlier this year. The
KBRA includes a plan to reintroduce salmon to the
Upper Basin, provide dependable irrigation deliveries
to Project Farmers, a means to reconcile water rights
disputes, and ensure affordable renewable power for
farm and ranching communities.
“We can remove dams, restore the fishery, and have
prosperous farm communities all in the same basin,”
asserted Yurok Chair person Maria Tripp. “We are
proud to see PacifiCorp joining our effort to provide
long term stability to all of the Klamath Basin’s diverse
communities.”
Steve Kopp - Conservation Director
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Countdown! 16 Ways To Prepare For the 2009 Season
I found this article on the internet and thought you
all might like to see it. With the season in a lull until
spring, there are a lot of things we need to do to update
our gear for next season. Here are 16 things to do to
beat the winter blues and get ready for the upcoming
fishing season.
1. Flies . First things first: Before you start tying or
buying flies for the upcoming season, go through your
boxes and get rid of the experiments gone wrong from
last year as well as any with rusted hooks. Organize
your boxes so that you can find the fly you need, when
you need it. Something else to remember is to make sure
you have your contact info on your fly boxes, should
you lose them. I’ve learned this the hard way, twice.
2. Suck Up. Do some extra chores around the house
and encourage the Mrs. to go shopping, or out with her
friends. This will pay off huge during the season when
the grass is almost knee high and you’re going fishing
for the 10th day in a row.
3. Fly Line Maintenance. Take your lines off the
spool and clean them. There are many methods. I soak
mine in some warm dishwater, and then thoroughly
rinse them off a couple times. Be sure to not leave any
soapy residue on the line. Once they’re good and clean,
dry them by running the lines through a dry cloth, as
well as your fingers, feeling for any rough spots.
4. Check Your Backing. Unspool your backing.
Whether you saw your backing last year or not, it’s a
good idea to unspool your backing. Chances are good
there will be a spot or two where it’s stuck. Wait to spool
it back on until after you clean/lube your reel.
5. Reel Care. Once your reels are free of backing
and fly line, thoroughly clean the dirt, sand, or any other
debris that might be in them. Also, clean off any old
grease with a degreasing agent or brake cleaner. Brake
cleaner will evaporate, thus no residue. Once your reel
is sparkling clean, apply some fresh lube. I use Quantum
Hot Sauce. Don’t get any type of grease or oil on your
fly line! If taking stuff apart and putting it back together
isn’t your thing, most reel manufacturers will service it
for a nominal fee.
6. Fly Rod Checkup. There’s not a whole lot to do
with rods. But it’s probably a good idea to look your
rods over for any signs of stress. I also like to take an
old toothbrush and go over the threads on my reel seat
to get out any dirt, sand, etc. Check the male and female
ferrules for dirt, as well. If there is, clean them with a

non-abrasive material.
7. Clean Out and Organize Your Vest. “There’s that
peanut butter and jelly sandwich I couldn’t find last
summer!”
“Still tastes great!” Empty out all of the pockets
in your vest and organize everything so you can find
it on opening day. Make sure you’ve got enough split
shot, bobbers, floatant, etc. Check your vest’s zippers,
Velcro, hydration pack, etc. for any signs they might
need replaced.
8. Leaders and Tippet. Whether you build your own
leaders, or buy store bought ones, make sure you’ve got
what you need. Do the same thing with tippet.
9. Check Your Thermometer. Please don’t tell me
you don’t carry a thermometer. Water temp is everything!
Unfortunately for me, the water everywhere I fished was
60°F all of 2007 due to a broken thermometer. Most
people aren’t carrying around a calibration kit for their
pocket thermometer, so a good way to check is to turn
your kitchen sink on and get the water to a temp that
feels about body temperature, not hot, not cold. Your
thermometer should be about 98°F. Then run straight
cold water to make sure it shows you that the water is
getting colder.
10. Leaky Waders. Check your waders for leaks
in the tub or send them to the manufacturer to get
serviced.
11. Recon:. Know your enemy. Study aerials or
topo maps. This is a great way to kill time. I’ve already
found several areas that I’m pumped to explore when
the weather warms. Not to mention some better ways
to access spots I already know will produce. Check out
hatch charts if you’re going to another region to fish,
or aren’t familiar with hatches in your area. Practice
knots, especially ones you don’t tie often.
12. Get Legal. I threw streamers with the president
of an anonymous chapter of Trout Unlimited a couple
seasons ago, the day after the previous years fishing
license expired. We were eating some venison chili
afterwards and I mentioned that I just got my new
license that morning. Suddenly, he looked like he saw
a ghost. Yup, he forgot to get a new license. If your
state’s fishing licenses expire in the spring, make sure
you don’t forget to renew your license.
13. Check Your Float Tube, Pontoon, etc.. I can’t
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think of many things that would suck more than to hike
in to your favorite backcountry brookie pond, start
kicking your way out to deeper water, and find out
you’ve got a leak. Check air bladders for leaks; clean
out pockets; etc.
14. Waterproof Stuff. There are several waterproofing
products on the market. Retreat your rain gear, and any
other stuff you want to repel water such as vests, tents,
etc.
15. Check Glasses. Make sure you can find your
polarized sunglasses. Wipe them off and put them in
your vest now before you forget to do it on your way out
the door. Make sure they’re good. Many inexpensive
sunglasses don’t offer any UV protection, even though
they have that little sticker saying they do. For some
reason it’s unregulated, and a lot of people are out there
with their eyes wide open to harmful UV rays.
16.) Practice Casting. Take your rod out side and
practice casting. If you don’t fly fish year round it won’t
hurt to knock a little rust off before you’re casting in
actual fishing conditions. If you’ve got money, maybe
take a few lessons.
Mike Wright
Education Director

Bob Slamal announced at the last meeting that he
was retiring, and had sold the property presently occupied by Riverside Ski and Sport.. The store will close
at the end of March 2009.. Bob said it was a good time
to retire, and he and his wife Leslie would do some
traveling.
Bob is a life member of Deep Creek FlyFishers, and
was one of the original members of the original Deep
Creek FlyFishers Club. His contributions to the club
over the years are unmeasurable.
Jim Matthews, Outdoor Writer, wrote an article that
appeared in the Daily Bulletin, and can be found on the
internet at http://www.dailybulletin.com/ci_11642355
We wish Bob and Leslie a bright future, and welcome them to the ranks of the happily retired

Bob Slamal With Bass

Bob Slamal With Trout
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