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the fly.
The lodge is far removed from the hectic pace of
everyday urban life. Inconnu Lodge isn’t even near a
road! The lodge operates as a fly-out resort. The only
way to get anywhere is via float-plain or helicopter.
Inconnu Lodge is a Fishing and Recreational Resort, in
Canada’s Yukon Territory. They have a saying at Inconnu
Lodge. “Once you make your first trip, you will be back.”
Sitting on the Continental Divide, 185 miles east of
Whitehorse, Inconnu Lodge offers it’s guests a vast
variety of activities: Heli-hiking, canoeing, kayaking,
gold panning, photography, general relaxation and
some of the best fishing in Canada’s North Country.
Come early to this month’s meeting and be prepared
for an awesome presentation of the Beautiful North
Country.

Ron Bishop
Our Speaker, Bill Davis, has been a fishing guide Vice President, Deep Creek Fly Fishers
since 1972. He started in the state of Michigan, both
as a charter boat operator and a guide on the streams
and rivers, by either drift boat or walk-in fishing, for
salmon, steelheads and brown trout.
In 1989 Bill moved to Alaska and continued as a
guide for both boat fishing on the Kenai River, and as
a fly-out fishing guide. As a fly-out fishing guide, he
fished all over the Cook Inlet and Bristol Bay, fly fishing
for salmon, grayling, pike, dolly varden and rainbows.
In 1996 Bill accepted a position with Inconnu Lodge,
which is a premier fly-fishing destination in the wilds
of the Yukon Territories. There is not another flying
fishing destination in Alaska or Canada that equals what
is offered at Inconnu Lodge. Monster pike, grayling,
dolly varden and large lake trout, are all available on
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April Message
Wow! We certainly had a full house at the March
meeting to hear Dale Darling as he gave a great talk
about dry flies and dry fly fishing. Fred Hustead had a
banner day for the raffle with record ticket sales. Way
to go Fred! It will be hard to top for this month.
This month’s speaker will be John Smeragllo
who will be presenting a program on fly fishing the
Deschutes River. This should be another great program.
Come early and be sure to get a seat. Remember that
next month we have our annual Barbeque and White
Elephant Sale, so be sure to clean out your closets and
fly vests and bring your donated items to the club for
the sale. This has always been a very fun event with
members meeting each other in a more social setting,
with great food and guaranteed a lot of laughs.
I can report to you that the March trip to the Lower
Owens River was an unqualified success! The weather
was most cooperative, with no rain or snow and hardly
any wind (a very unusual state of affairs for the Owens
River). Mike Wright conducted an excellent clinic on
rigging your flies for nymph fishing and how to present
the fly. We also had many of our experienced members
help our new members and guide them through the
whole process and get into fish. A special thank you to
Mike and all those who volunteered to assist our newer
members. Dave Parker hosted a great steak dinner
for all those who attended the outing at his mansion
overlooking Round Valley (to call his place a “cabin”
would hardly do it justice). Many a glass of Dave’s

home brewed beer was raised, and a great time was
had by all who attended. On a personal note, I have
never had much success fishing the lower Owens River
due mainly to the high water flows at the times when I
am usually there. The water flows at this time of year
seem perfect. While I won’t relate the exact number
of fish this writer caught on this trip, I will say that I
was not fishless for the trip. Whenever the fish catching
is slower, I reflect (since this is when I have time to
reflect) how much more there is to fly fishing than just
catching fish. I enjoy the surroundings, the clean air,
and the companionship and camaraderie, and as a result,
regardless of the number of fish caught, every fishing
trip is a great event for me, and that is why I still enjoy
it after almost forty years. Mike is having one more
club training trip before the Opener. He will be going
to the Kern River April 26th to the 27th. It promises to
be another great club outing and I believe Mike will be
covering Czech Nymphing on that trip. Contact Mike
for details.
The club Opener coming up, May 1st through May
th
8 , promises to be another great fishing event. It looks
like we had lots of snow so sufficient water should be
available to keep the streams flowing and the lakes
full. We should have an excellent turn out from the
membership, as Mike Telles, our outings chairman,
reports we will be using four condos this year. Now we
just need to keep our fingers crossed that most of the
higher lakes thaw out for our trip!
The Trout in the Classroom is now back on track
since we are once again receiving the trout eggs for
the program. Doug Spieske and Steve Zaborsky are
always looking for more membership participation to
help with the upcoming releases. Give them a call; they
can use your help.
Our club is in good shape in terms of the Meetings,
Activities, Training, Conservation, Trout in the
Classroom and our finances are healthy. I want to thank
all of the club officers and participating members for
their good work.
See you at the April Meeting.
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Officers & Directors for 2008
President: Bob Habereder (951) 789-1895
matuka2@aol.com
Vice President: Ron Bishop (909) 203-3075
countryusa@verizon.net
Secretary: Rick Stark (909) 797-8565
rstark1@verizon.net
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Brett Browning (909) 793-8912
bbrowning7@verizon.net
Education: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborski (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Raffles: Fred Hustead (951) 369-0761
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web Master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
sjclark53@adelphia.net
Newsletter: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net

2008 Meetings Calendar
Apr 23

7:00 PM Meeting: Bill Davis, Fly Fishing
Canada
May 28 5:00 Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:
Followed by Meeting: Richard Bean Imitating The Worm
Jun 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Frank Shelby:
Silver Salmon in Alaska
Jul 23
7:00 PM Meeting: Brian Webb: Newport
Bay
Aug 27 7:00 PM Meeting: Nathan Joyner:
Upper Sacramento
Sep 24 7:00 PM Meeting: Jay Mirakoshi
Freshwater Bass
Oct 22 7:00 PM -Meeting: Members Night
Nov 19 7:00 PM Meeting: TBD: Someone from
Marriotts Fly Fishing Show
Dec 3
Annual Banquet: 5:30PM Happy Hour

Training Calendar for Remainder 2008
19 April: Advanced Casting: ½ day class held at the classes and full day classes will have a 1 hour lunch
Club House: 9:00am-12:00a
break.
26-27 April: Kern River Stream Fishing with
Principal Instructors for all classes will be Mike
nymphs and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm (On the Wright, Don Johnson, Brett Browning and Ernie
stream)
Gulley, Rick Proulx, Gene Drake and with other
1-8 May: Deep Creek Opener
volunteers helping in their field of expertise.
12 July: Introduction to Fly Fishing
Donation of $5 for classroom training is requested
13 July: Introduction to Casting
from Club Members to assist us in defraying costs.
Outing cost is $10 for the same reason.
19-20 July: Kern River Outing
24 August: Outing to East Fork of San Gabriel.
Small Stream fishing with nymphs and drys. Setups
MIKE WRIGHT
and demos included.
23391 Gray Fox Dr.
Canyon Lake, CA 92587
2-8 October: Deep Creek Closer
26 October: West Fork of the San Gabriel River:
951-244-8721 Home
Small Stream fishing with nymphs and drys. Setups
951-805-9713 Mobile
Mikewright2m@aol.com Email
and demos included.
Coffee and Soft Drinks will be available for the
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Membership Update
Please join me in extending a warm welcome to
our newest members, Earl Eide, Terri Miller, Lance
Patterson, John Reinhardt, Roberta and Bill Ross,
Justin Tasker, Rich Wise, and Carl Wuebben. Our
newest members have a dot on their name badge.
When you notice that, give these folks a big Deep
Creek Fly Fishers’ welcome and introduce yourself.
I am sure they are ready to make new friends and
maybe even a new fishing partner.

Fishing & Casting Assistance
Before Monthly Meetings
Personnel will be available at the monthly meetings
to assist those who need help with casting or any other
fishing questions that members might have. We will be
available from 4:00 to 5:30 on the day of the meetings
and will provide equipment if needed, but request you
bring your own outfit to practice.

Newsletter Articles

Membership Fly Raffle
I am going to have a dozen flies at the membership
table next meeting and someone wearing their name
badge will win them. Just come by the membership
table and get a free raffle ticket for having your name
badge. The drawing will be during the meeting.

Club members with written and/or graphical information they want to share with the membership are
welcome to send that information to the editor, Rod
Castanien, at rcastan@verizon.net. When the information meets a very lenient newsworthy test, it will be
published in a future issue.
Thanks: The Editor

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior (13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$20.00
*(New Members Only)

Name:________________________

__________Cash
__________Check

Address:______________________
City:_________________________

State: _________ Zip___________________
Areas of Intrest
Home Phone:______________________________
Work Phone:______________________________
Email Address:_____________________________
FFF Member Yes____

No___

____Casting
____Club Trips
____Conservation ____Fly Tying
____Rod Building ____Membership

Member # ______________
Page 4

Date Expires_________________Type Membership______________

South West Council Federation of Fly Fishers
News Update
It has been a busy couple of months for the Sierras. Their concerns are:
• The water temperatures in the East Walker are
SWCFFF. On March 15th Greg Stumpf, Steve Kopp
getting too high
and I went to Kernville to have a meeting about the
• Mammoth Creek restoration clean out brush
Kern River Rainbow Project. There were three clubs
and put in picnic tables
represented, The Kern River Fly Fishers Southern Sierra
• Update and improve signage at Big Springs
Fly Fishers and Aqua Bonita Fly Fishers. Cal-Trout and
• Improve the monument on the Upper Owens,
representatives from the Fish and Game Department
build one that is visible
(DFG) were also at the meeting. Mark Swain who
• Install monofilament recycling tubes at the
started this project over twenty years ago with the Kern
Mammoth Lakes basin and Upper Owens
River Fly Fishers gave us the history of the project.
• Establish youth and disabled programs, establish
For those of you who are not familiar with the Kern
Trout in the Classroom along the towns of the
River Rainbow project. The Kern River rainbow is one
Eastern Sierra corridor
of ten fish that can only be found in California. There
• Restoration of Rush creek
are three Trout species that are from the Kern plateau
• Have a FFF booth at the Million Dollar Trout
drainage. Two are Golden trout stains and the third is the
event in Mammoth.
Kern River rainbow. Mark Swain told how over twenty
The Council is going to set up a bank account for
years ago the Kern River Fly Fishers working with the
DFG started a restoration of the Kern River rainbows. the eastern sierra. This will be funded by the Guides and
The hatchery had some brood stock and over 200,000 the Council. The Guides will donate tip money and the
fingerlings, then the pumps failed and the water source Council will use fund raising events etc. Since most of
got contaminated killing all the fish. Since then the Kern us fish up in the Eastern Sierras Greg and I are looking
River Fly Fishers have raised several hundred thousand into ways that the clubs could help raise funds for these
dollars to start the project over. The wells will be redone projects. Where the club members that want to give can
and the water source checked. Then someone will have donate money and time to these projects.
The last thing is that the FFF national has given the
to hike in to the headwaters of the Kern River and catch
some more brood stock. The fish will be carried out by SWCFFF an all expense paid trip to the Five Rivers
packers in milk cans and rushed to the hatchery. The Lodge in Montana to raffle off as a fundraiser. The
DFG has already taken fin samples from several rivers SWCFFF will pay the airfare for the winner. This is for
to find the purest stain of Kern River rainbow and are two people and all they have to pay for is their fishing
license, guides gratuity and flies that the guide picks
waiting for the results.
Wayne told us what the goal was for this fishery and out. In total a five thousand dollar trip. We will also
Brett Matzke and Mark Drew, both from Cal-Trout, have some other items that we will raffle off as second,
advised us on how best to go about getting this done. third and fourth prizes. The tickets go on sale at the
It was Brett’s suggest that Mark write up a proposal to clubs in June and we will be picking the winners in
have the Wild Trout section changed from ending at the January 2009. The cost will be twenty dollars a ticket.
Don’t forget the next SWCFFF quarterly meeting
Johnsondale Bridge to the Fairview dam. Since there is
no barrier at the Johnsondale Bridge this would make is in Kernville on April 19that the Community Center
sense. Then in three to five years after the hatchery has at 6:30. It is an evening meeting so we can all fish on
been running and raised some fish to start releasing Saturday.
Hope to see you there,
them in the Kern River above the dam. This will be a
Gary Applebee, SWCFFF Vice President
three to five year project and I’ll keep you informed on
the progress.
In April Greg Stumpf and I met with a group of
guides from Mammoth. David Neal, Otis Hein and
Alex who I didn’t get his last name met with us. We
asked them how we could help them in the Eastern
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Chinook Salmon Vanish Without a Trace
By FELICITY BARRINGER

SACRAMENTO — Where did they go?
The Chinook salmon that swim upstream to spawn in
One species of Sacramento salmon, the winter run
the fall, the most robust run in the Sacramento River, Chinook, is protected under the Endangered Species
have disappeared. The almost complete collapse of the Act. But their meager numbers have held steady and
richest and most dependable source of Chinook salmon appear to be unaffected by whatever ails the fall Chisouth of Alaska left gloomy fisheries experts struggling nook.
for reliable explanations — and coming up dry.
So what happened? As Dave Bitts, a fisherman based
Whatever the cause, there was widespread agreement in Eureka in Northern California, sees it, the variables
among those attending a five-day meeting of the Pacific are simple. “To survive, there are two things a salmon
Fisheries Management Council here last week that the needs,” he said. “To eat. And not to be eaten.”
regional $150 million fishery, which usually opens for
Fragmentary evidence about salmon mortality in the
the four-month season on May 1, is almost certain to Sacramento River in recent years, as well as more roremain closed this year from northern Oregon to the bust but still inconclusive data about ocean conditions
Mexican border. A final decision on salmon fishing in in 2005, indicates that the fall Chinook smolts, or baby
the area is expected next month.
fish, of 2005 may have lost out on both counts. But biAs a result, Chinook, or king salmon, the most prized ologists, fishermen and fishery managers all emphasize
species of Pacific wild salmon, will be hard to come by that no one yet knows anything for sure.
until the Alaskan season opens in July. Even then, wild
Bill Petersen, an oceanographer with the National
Chinook are likely to be very expensive in markets and Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s research
restaurants nationwide.
center in Newport, Ore., said other stocks of anadro“It’s unprecedented that this fishery is in this kind of mous Pacific fish — those that migrate from freshwashape,” said Donald McIsaac, executive director of the ter to saltwater and back — had been anemic this year,
council, which is organized under the auspices of the leading him to suspect ocean changes.
Commerce Department.
After studying changes in the once-predictable patFishermen think the Sacramento River was misman- tern of the Northern Pacific climate, Mr. Petersen found
aged in 2005, when this year’s fish first migrated down- that in 2005 the currents that rise from the deeper
river. Perhaps, they say, federal and state water manag- ocean, bringing with them nutrients like phytoplankton
ers drained too much water or drained at the wrong time and krill, were out of sync. “Upwelling usually starts in
to serve the state’s powerful agricultural interests and April and goes until September,” he said. “In 2005, it
cities in arid Southern California. The fishermen think didn’t start until July.”
the fish were left susceptible to disease, or to predators,
Mr. Petersen’s hypothesis about the salmon is that
or to being sucked into diversion pumps and left to die “the fish that went to sea in 2005 died a few weeks after
in irrigation canals.
getting to the ocean” because there was nothing to eat. A
But federal and state fishery managers and biologists couple of years earlier, when the oceans were in a coldpoint to the highly unusual ocean conditions in 2005, weather cycle, the opposite happened — the upwelling
which may have left the fingerling salmon with little or was very rich. The smolts of that year were later part of
none of the rich nourishment provided by the normal the largest run of fall Chinook ever recorded.
upwelling currents near the shore.
But, Mr. Petersen added, many factors may have conThe life cycle of these fall run Chinook salmon takes tributed to the loss of this season’s fish.
them from their birth and early weeks in cold river waBruce MacFarlane, another NOAA researcher who is
ters through a downstream migration that deposits them based in Santa Cruz, has started a three-year experiment
in the San Francisco Bay when they are a few inches tagging young salmon — though not from the fall Chilong, and then as their bodies adapt to saltwater through nook run — to determine how many of those released
a migration out into the ocean, where they live until from the large Coleman hatchery, 335 miles from the
they return to spawn, usually three years later.
Sacramento River’s mouth, make it to the Golden Gate
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Christmas Banquet Location
Change or Stay

Chinook Salmon Vanish Without a
Trace - Continued
Bridge. According to the first year’s data, only 4 of 200
reached the bridge.
Mr. MacFarlane said it was possible that a diversion
dam on the upper part of the river, around Redding and
Red Bluff, created calm and deep waters that are “a haven for predators,” particularly the pike minnow.
Farther downstream, he said, young salmon may fall
prey to striped bass. There are also tens of thousands
of pipes, large and small, attached to pumping stations
that divert water.
Jeff McCracken, a spokesman for the federal Bureau
of Reclamation, which is among the major managers
of water in the Sacramento River delta, said that in the
last 18 years, significant precautions have been taken to
keep fish from being taken out of the river through the
pipes.
“We’ve got 90 percent of those diversions now
screened,” Mr. McCracken said. He added that two upstream dams had been removed and that the removal of
others was planned. At the diversion dam in Red Bluff,
he said, “we’ve opened the gates eight months a year to
allow unimpeded fish passage.”
Bureau of Reclamation records show that annual diversions of water in 2005 were about 8 percent above
the 12-year average, while diversions in June, the month
the young Chinook smolts would have headed downriver, were roughly on par with what they had been in
the mid-1990s.
Peter Dygert, a NOAA representative on the fisheries council, said, “My opinion is that we won’t have a
definitive answer that clearly indicates this or that is the
cause of the decline.”
Carolyn Marshall contributed reporting.

As we stated at the beginning of the year, were looking into the idea of changing our December Banquet
from the SPAGHETTI FACTORY in Riverside to the
Steak House in Colton, called PINNACLE PEAKS.
The locations are just a few miles apart and both
just off the 91 Freeway. Checking with Map Quest, it
shows the distance of 4.6 miles between the two locations.
I think the first reason for the change is that we have
outgrown the Spaghetti Factory. We were almost walking over each other and I don’t think we had as good of
a time as we wanted.
Pinnacle Peak has offered us a room that will hold
300 people and is away from the normal Dinner crowd.
The raffle and auction tables we set up can be away
from our dinner tables and the Dinner Menu will have a
lot more to choose from.
The Menu is large but our choices will be limited
to two choices. Dinners come with baked beans, bread,
and a salad. Main course will be Steak (T-bone, Kansas City, Top Sirloin, or the Trail Boss) Chicken, Ribs,
Pork Chops, or Combinations. Combinations include
Steak & Chicken, Ribs & Chicken or Ribs & Steak. We
can include Baked Potatoes and corn if desired.
Drinks of your choice include Tea (Hot or Ice),
Coffee, Soda or Water. The Bar is open if you want to
use it, but is not included in the price.
I want to hear from anyone that wants to comment
on this possible change. E-mail me at countryusa@verizon.net or countryusa@live.com with any comments.
We (the Board of Directors) want to hear from you, Yes
or No.
The cost of the dinner tickets last year were $15.00,
and this change could raise it somewhere from $21.00
to $25.00 depending on which meal we choose.
Let us hear from you, I will update everyone on
what the club wants to do some time in the near future.
Ron Bishop
Vice President, Deep Creek Fly Fishers
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APRIL EDUCATION AND OUTINGS UPDATE

T

he beginning of this year continues to be very
busy with training classes in fly tying, rod building, beginning casting and Introduction to fly fishing.
As promised earlier this year, I have updated the
training/outing schedule for the rest of the year. Because we have so many new members, I have decided
to have another Intro to Fly Fishing and Intro to Casting in July this year. Additionally, We have another
trip scheduled for the Kern River in July also plus local
outings to the San Gabriel River both East and West
forks.
In late March we had another outing to the Lower
Owens. The impact of the fire was almost non existent
except for the ashes we had to walk through. I expect
at the first good rain the river will cloud up with the
ash, but no one seems to think any lasting damage was
done.
There were 20 club members that showed up in
Bishop for this outing. Since not all of them fished(only
2), I suspect they showed up for the tri-tip that Dave
Parker prepared at his house in Swail Valley. As usual,
Dave and Pam hosted our dinner on Saturday night and
it was quite memorable. After a good day fishing, there
were many fish stories and once again the one that got
away was quite large.
Over all, the fishing and weather were good and the
camaraderie was excellent. For those members that
have not gone to an outing yet, I recommend them for
the training and fishing plus the getting to know the
other club members.
The picture below is a group picture of the members
that attended. Members were(front row): Jeff Smith,
Bob Kreider, Gene De Fouw, Zeny Pemberton, Susan
Payne, and Tom Paulson: (back row) Dave Allred,
Dennis Allred, Gary Applebee, Mike Wright, Ron McCoy, Jerry Irion, Dave Parker, Brett Pemberton, Bob
Habereder, Greg Payne and John Halcomb. Other
pictures are in the mosaic that Rod created.
Any questions, please contact me.
Mike Wright
951-244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com

Page 8

Page 9

Conservation Pages

Crowley Lake Boat Inspection
To help prevent the spread of invasive mussels that
can impact the fishery and damage water conveyance
systems, all boats entering Crowley Lake this year will
be thoroughly inspected, the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power (LADWP) recently announced.
Boats showing signs of contamination with invasive
mussels, or found to contain any water or debris that
could harbor mussels, will not be allowed to launch
into Crowley Lake. Boats that pass the inspection will
be issued an Inspection Certification and allowed to
launch.
“It’s critical that we take proactive steps to protect
Crowley Lake from the spread of invasive mussels
while allowing the public to enjoy fishing and other
recreational opportunities on Crowley,” said LADWP
Chief Executive Officer and General Manager David
Nahai. “We know that thousands of people enjoy
Crowley each year for its excellent fishing and other
boating-related activities, and we understand how
important Crowley is to the local Eastern Sierra
economy. Our staff is working to insure that the survey
and inspection program goes as smoothly as possible
with the least amount of inconvenience to boaters.”
Crowley Lake visitors with boats will be asked to
fill out a Boat Use Survey form containing a series of
questions regarding past use and past cleaning procedures,
and sign the form. To minimize any inconvenience to
lake visitors, the LADWP and concessionaire Crowley
Lake Fish Camp will work closely together to check all
boats for mussel contamination as quickly as possible.
All boats that pass the inspection will be issued an
Inspection Certification that must be displayed on the
dashboard of the towing vehicle in order to launch.
Boaters can expect the survey and inspection to take up
to an hour.
For the convenience of Eastern Sierra residents
and visitors who want to boat on Crowley during the
opening of fishing season, the LADWP will operate
pre-inspection stations during daylight hours beginning
April 23 at the Vons/Kmart shopping center in Bishop,
and at Crowley Lake South Landing.
Boat launching will only be permitted through
the main gate at the South Landing. Boats will
not be allowed to launch, and trailers will not
be allowed to park, at the North Landing, Wild
Willie’s Springs and Layton Springs areas.
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Once their boat has passed inspection, frequent users of
Crowley Lake can make arrangements to store their boat
on-site and will not be required to have it re-inspected,
unless it leaves the property.
If a boat fails the inspection due to signs of
contamination, it will not be allowed into Crowley
Lake. To prevent boats that have been denied access
to Crowley Lake from being launched at another
location, the boat’s CF number will be recorded and
the Department of Fish and Game and other marina
operators in the area will be notified. State law prohibits
the possessing, importing, shipping, or transporting
in the state, or from placing, planting, or causing to
be placed or planted in any water within the state, of
invasive mussels (Chaptered Bill AB 1683).
Invasive mussels, which include quagga and zebra
mussels, are small shellfish that were first introduced
into the Great Lakes area in 1988 by cargo ships
traveling from Eastern Europe. They quickly spread to
12 states within ten years due to their ability to survive
severe conditions and reproduce rapidly. They have
since spread through the Metropolitan Water District’s
(MWD) Colorado River Aqueduct to reservoirs in
Southern California. Currently eleven reservoirs in
San Diego and Riverside Counties, as well as a small
reservoir in San Benito County have been infested by
these aquatic hitch hikers. Monitoring sites at LADWP
facilities have tested negative for these mussels.
Quagga mussels produce millions of offspring that
attach to almost any surface, coating it in thick mats.
In some locations they have reached densities of more
than 750,000 per cubic yard. They can attach to boat
hulls and clog motors, water inlets and outlets, and
power plants, causing millions of dollars in damage.
These invasive mussels are capable of filtering up to a
liter of water a day per individual, removing organisms
that serve as a base of the food chain for fish and other
organisms. This abrupt change in nutrient flow causes
drastic changes in aquatic ecosystems that are only
beginning to be understood. Some of these emerging
impacts are poisoning of waterfowl, the devastation of
important fisheries and the changing of lakeside beach
surfaces from sand to sharp mussel shells.
To help prevent the spread of invasive mussels into
other Eastern Sierra waters, the LADWP is also working
to develop partnerships with other land management
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Conservation Pages - Continued

Boat Inspection - Continued
agencies, business operators, boaters and recreational
enthusiasts to inspect boats and turn away those that
show signs of infestation. Partnerships with the Forest
Service and its concessionaires that manage many lakes
in the area, the Bureau of Land Management, Southern
California Edison, Mono County, Inyo County, the City
of Bishop, Town of Mammoth Lakes, the Department
of Fish and Game, and local businesses, as well as
boaters and fishermen will be essential to help keep
these aquatic invaders out.
Steve Kopp, Conservation Director

Local Stream Cleanup
May 10th 2008

Golden Trout Conservation
Projects
There are currently two projects in Monache Meadows on the calendar for this year looking for volunteers.
They are June 21-22 and October 4-5. This is a beautiful area just south of the Golden Trout Wilderness, with
good fishing and a chance to get away. For more information visit http://www.californiagoldentrout.org/
Steve Kopp
Conservation Chairman

Trout In The Classroom News

Saturday May 10th we will hold the club’s annual
stream cleanup day. We will spend the morning picking
‘Tis the season and TIC’ers have been busy!!! At
up trash, then after a break for lunch, assuming things the Feb meeting longtime TIC teacher Karen Clarke
are pretty well cleaned up, its time to enjoy the stream from Manuel Real Elementary in Perris came with a
and find a few fish. This is a great opportunity to get fellow TIC teacher and a student to thank DCF for our
to know our local streams, since some of the people support of TIC at their school for the past 7-8 years. The
who fish them frequently will be there with you. Even student    read a letter of thanks and presented the club
if you’re brand new to fly fishing, we’ll help get you with photo collages of their schools activities.         We
going.
got an early egg delivery in late March and delivered
Depending on the number of people we have, we eggs to 33 classrooms in one day. These deliveries went
may split into two groups, one group headed to Deep to such diverse areas as Victorville, Redlands, Moreno
Creek and another group to Bear Creek. Both streams Valley, Hemet, Perris, Corona Chino, Claremont,
are designated by the California Dept of Fish and Game Riverside, Rancho Cucamonga, and San Bernardino
as Wild Trout Streams. Although they do not contain and included classes from kindergarten to high
native fish, they do have self sustaining populations of
school.     The students have been anticipating the
rainbow and brown trout and have not been stocked eggs for some time and were excited as usual.   Its just
since their “wild” designation in the 1970s. For more like Santa Claus delivering gifts at Christmas. Many
information on this program and other “wild” trout thanks to our DCF TIC “delivery” men and women for
streams, go to http://www.dfg.ca.gov/fish/Resources/ their efforts. I hear the eggs have hatched and are doing
WildTrout/index.asp
well. We will be starting our Lytle Creek releases in late
There will be a signup sheet at the March and April April and continue through June. Come join us to help
meetings, or if you can’t make that, please contact me the students let their fishes go!   Call Doug Spieske for
to express your interest. stevekopp@hotmail.com or further info at 909-798-4151.
909-793-6831. Look for additional information here in
Doug Spieske
the May newsletter.
Trout in the Classroom Chairman
Steve Kopp
Conservation Chairman
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