MARCH SPEAKER
DALE DARLING

DRY FLIES
Dale Darling was born in Akron, Ohio, and
attended undergraduate schools in Michigan and Ohio.
In 1978, he was awarded a Masters of Music in Theory
Composition from Akron University.
Married that same year, he and his wife Shan have
raised three daughters who grew up in Colorado while
Dale was working on his DMA at the University of
Colorado, Boulder. Dale later operated a fly shop, and
for more than 25 years he has tied flies commercially,
while teaching thousand of people this fly tying art, as
well as all aspects of fly fishing.
Many fly fishers consider dry fly fishing as the
epitome of our sport, we see the fish take an imitation
of a natural insect and the fight is on. The thrill of seeing
that take is truly unique and exciting. This month we
are going to learn from an expert how to choose which
dry fly to tie on, how to read the water when fishing
dries, and how to hook the fish you are after.
In Dale’s words, I don’t know how much we can
control our nighttime dreams. I guess we need them
to rest our mind and to entertain ourselves during
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slumber.
When it comes to daydreaming, though, we can
control what we think about. And lots of us think
about fly fishing. Maybe it’s a fly tying session tonight.
It might be an upcoming outing with a friend. I find
thinking about a quick trip to a local warm water pond
exhilarates me and fills me with hopes of hooking a
bass or bluegill maybe a carp or wiper.
Who knows? That’s the cool thing about day
dreaming, we can make it come out exactly as we hope
it will. And sometimes it does. When we get to the water
and things don’t quite work out, what do we do then?
We look for solutions. We book a guided trip, get some
new fly patterns or take a casting class. Somehow, we
just keep on trying. We’ll never give up, otherwise how
will we fulfill our fly fishing dreams?
Come on in, stay for a while, kick back and remember
the fine evening sitting in front of a fire talking about
the trip at hand, or the last one. Share memories with
friends, plan another trip, and learn something new.
While you’re here have fun and enjoy the process.
Dale has self-published more than a dozen small
booklets called “Fly Fishing Solutions” which he will
be bringing with him.
We will enjoy the skill, the enthusiasm and the joy
of fishing with dry flies. You won’t want to miss this
meeting.
Ron Bishop
Program Director and Vice President
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fly line and making a few practice cast in the back yard,
you need to come. I know we have a several doctors
and even a few M.D.’s, one of which might just write a
prescription for a fly fishing trip if approached properly.
See or call Mike Telles and get your reservation in, you
are sure to have a great time.
Back to reality. I hope you all enjoyed last month’s
speaker, Jeff Currier. He leads a life many of us
fantasize about: The life of a trout bum. His tale of
his battle in the Czech Republic with Hucho hucho, or
Huchen, as it is commonly called, was as exciting as his
pictures. Our speaker for March will be Dale Darling,
who will be discussing and hopefully tying Dry Flies.
Just what is needed to be ready for the “Opener.”
There are still some fly tying classes on going, also
there is a class on the introduction to entomology at the
Clubhouse on April 12th and lastly, a ½ day advance
fly casting class on April 19th. See Mike Wright for
details.
The fishing season is here and I know for many
That’s all for this month. I hope to see all of you at
of us it didn’t come any too soon! While there is still the March meeting.
snow in the mountains and the Sierras, the breath of
spring breathes new life into all living things, even this
Bob Habereder
old grey beard.
Our club has already had one outing to the Owens
River, another trip looms at the end of this month, the 29th
and 30th of March, and there is a spot reserved for me on
the Owens with willing and eager trout in abundance. I
can’t wait! Our intrepid mentor, aka Mike Wright, will
tutor us in the wily ways of the trout and the latest and
the finest methods of piscatorial pursuit, all with an aim
of landing trout beyond numbers by those who venture
to learn at the master’s feet. I guess you can tell I’m
looking forward to going.
What better way to enjoy a weekend in spring in the
outdoors in clean air and beautiful surroundings. It’s
not too late if the mood strikes you. Mike is leading
another foray into the domain of the trout, this time
it’s the Upper Kern River on the 26th and 27th of April.
All this comes to a head in May for out club’s annual
“Opener.” A week in Mammoth Lakes fishing the
fabled waters of the Eastern Sierra: Crowley Lake,
Owens River, Hot Creek, and some streams that will
remain nameless, unless Cuban cigars and Drambuie
are supplied. You can tell the spouse that you are
roughing it for a week in the freezing mountains fishing
(leave out the part about the condo with the fireplace
and the gourmet meals prepared by Chef Reeves). If all
of this gets you dusting off your fly rod, cleaning your
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2008 Meetings Calendar

Officers & Directors for 2008
President: Bob Habereder (951) 789-1895
matuka2@aol.com
Vice President: Ron Bishop (909) 203-3075
countryusa@verizon.net
Secretary: Rick Stark (909) 797-8565
rstark1@verizon.net
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Bret Browning (909) 792-8912
bbrowning7@verizon.net
Education: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborski (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Raffles: Fred Hustead (951) 369-0761
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web Master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
sjclark53@adelphia.net
Newsletter: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net

Mar 26

7:00 PM Meeting: Dale Darling: Dry 		
Flies
Apr 23 7:00 PM Meeting: John Smeragllo:
Deschutes River Fly Fishing
May 28 5:00 Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:
Followed by Meeting: TBD
Jun 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Dean Mattson:
Alaska Wilderness Fishing
Jul 23
7:00 PM Meeting: Brian Webb: Newport
Bay
Aug 27 7:00 PM Meeting: Nathan Joyner:
Upper SAC
Sep 24 7:00 PM Meeting: Jay Mirakoshi
Freshwater Bass
Oct 22 7:00 PM -Meeting: Members Night
Nov 19 7:00 PM Meeting: TBD: Someone from
Marriotts Fly Fishing Show
Dec 3
Annual Banquet: 5:30PM Happy Hour

Training Calendar for 2008
8, 15, 22 March: 5 April: Advanced Fly Tying and
Continuation of Rod Building Classes. Club House:
0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying): 1:00pm to 4:00pm(Rod
Building)
29-30 March: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the
stream)
12 April: Introduction to Entomology: Clubhouse:
0900am to 12:00pm
19 April: Advanced Casting: ½ day class held at the
Club House: 9:00am-12:00am
26-27 April: Kern River Stream Fishing with nymphs
and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the stream)
1-8 May: Deep Creek Opener
2-8 October: Deep Creek Closer
Coffee and Soft Drinks will be available for the

classes and full day classes will have a 1 hour lunch
break.
Principal Instructors for all classes will be Mike
Wright, Don Johnson, Brett Browning and Ernie
Gulley, Rick Proulx, Dave Parker and with other
volunteers helping in their field of expertise.
Donation of $5 is requested from Club Members to
assist us in defraying costs.
All classes are open to the public this year with the
fee being the same as Club Members. Contact the
Training Director to register for the classes:
MIKE WRIGHT
951-244-8721
Mikewright2m@mac.com Email.
**** Classes for the later part of 2008 will be posted
by mid-year.
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Membership Update
Last year (2007) Deep Creek Fly Fishers welcomed
twenty-six new members and as you see by the names
in bold print the list keeps growing. Please join me
in extending a warm welcome to our newest members,
Bret & Zeny Pemberton, Don Kirby, Jim Demetroulis,
Sean & Shane Hurley, Jack Stratton, Matt Smith, and
Danny Greenwood. Our newest members have a dot
on their name badge. When you notice that, give these
folks a big Deep Creek Fly Fishers’ welcome and

introduce yourself. I am sure they are ready to
make new friends

Membership Fly Raffle
I am going to have a dozen flies at the membership
table next meeting and someone wearing their name
badge will win them. Just come by the membership
table and get a free raffle ticket for having your name
badge. The drawing will be during the meeting.

Last Month for Membership
Dues for 2008
This is the last reminder to pay your dues for 2008.
The 2008 roster will be finalized and sent to print after
31 March . Dues remain the same: $30.00 for Individual and $40.00 for Family. Many members renew by
mail. If you choose this method and have no changes
in your address, phone, E-mail, etc., just include a note
that states “no changes” with your check. If you have
a change(s) note that, and the corrections will be made
for the 2008 roster. The address to send your renewal
is:
Deep Creek Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 8203
Redlands, CA 92375
Our 2008 Roster will be published after 31 March,
and only paid up members will be listed in the roster.
The mailing list for the Newsletter is also made up from
the dues paying members list.

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior (13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$20.00
*(New Members Only)

Name:________________________

__________Cash
__________Check

Address:______________________
City:_________________________

State: _________ Zip___________________
Areas of Intrest
Home Phone:______________________________
Work Phone:______________________________
Email Address:_____________________________
FFF Member Yes____

No___

____Casting
____Club Trips
____Conservation ____Fly Tying
____Rod Building ____Membership

Member # ______________
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Date Expires_________________Type Membership______________

Basic Entomology
Workshop
For Fly Fishers

Conservation
Local Stream Cleanup
May 10th 2008
Saturday May 10th we will hold the club’s annual
stream cleanup day. We will spend the morning picking
up trash, then after a break for lunch, assuming things
are pretty well cleaned up, its time to enjoy the stream
and find a few fish. This is a great opportunity to get
to know our local streams, since some of the people
who fish them frequently will be there with you. Even
if you’re brand new to fly fishing, we’ll help get you
going.
Depending on the number of people we have, we
may split into two groups, one group headed to Deep
Creek and another group to Bear Creek. Both streams
are designated by the California Dept of Fish and Game
as Wild Trout Streams. Although they do not contain
native fish, they do have self sustaining populations of
rainbow and brown trout and have not been stocked
since their “wild” designation in the 1970s. For more
information on this program and other “wild” trout
streams, go to http://www.dfg.ca.gov/fish/Resources/
WildTrout/index.asp
There will be a signup sheet at the March and April
meetings, or if you can’t make that, please contact me to
express your interest. stevekopp@hotmail.com or 909793-6831. Look for additional information here in the
May newsletter.
Steve Kopp
Conservation Chairman

Golden Trout Conservation
Projects

Maggie Merriman, a Deep Creek Fly Fishers Life
Member, is conducting a “Basic Entomology Workshop for Fly Fishers” on March 29 2008.
Instructor:
Maggie Merriman
Date:		
Saturday, March 29, 2008
Time:		
9:00am to 1:00 pm
Location:
Long Beach VA Hospital
Fee		
$50.00
Pre-Register today by mailing your Workshop Fee
to Maggie Merriman, 19791 Coastline Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92648. (Register before March 22)
See Flyer on Deep Creek FF Web site.
http://www.deepcreekflyfishers.org/magie.htm
Address and directions to Long Beach VA Hospital
will be announced upon registration.

Newsletter Articles
Club members with written and/or graphical information they want to share with the membership are
welcome to send that information to the editor, Rod
Castanien, at rcastan@verizon.net. When the information meets a very lenient newsworthy test, it will be
published in a future issue.
Thanks: The Editor

There are currently two projects in Monache MeadCondolences
ows on the calendar for this year looking for volunteers.
They are June 21-22 and October 4-5. This is a beautiWe were saddened to learn of the loss of our fellow
ful area just south of the Golden Trout Wilderness, with club member, Steve Downing. Our deepest sympathy
good fishing and a chance to get away. For more infor- goes out to his wife Kathy.
mation visit http://www.californiagoldentrout.org/
Our heartfelt thoughts and deepest sympathy go
out to Bob Mankin, as well, over the loss of his wife
Karen.
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SWCFFF News Update

When Bob Middo was President of the SWCFFF
one of his goals was to get the clubs back involved.
Greg and I have had many discussions about this same
subject. How do we get the clubs to communicate more
with each other? How can we get the clubs to take
ownership of the SWCFFF?
We are starting with trying to open up communication
between the clubs. Each club has a representative that we
send information to pass along to the members; we are
going to do more conservation projects from clean-ups
to helping clubs with their conservation projects. Such
as this month we are meeting with a group of fly clubs
that have been working on a project to reestablish the
Kern River Rainbow Trout. The Kern River Rainbow
is one of ten fish indigenous to California. I’ll write
about that next month after we have the meeting. Our
conservation Director will be contacting the clubs and
seeing if the whole SWCFFF membership can help on
each club’s conservation in their area. We are looking
at a clean up of Convict Creek, Mammoth Creek and if
we can get enough interest we can work on more creeks
in the Eastern Sierra area. In June we are looking at
going back to Rush creek and helping with the clean up
again this year. Kern River is another place of interest
since more and more of us are finding out about this
river. Santa Barbara does a lot of conservation projects
as well as San Diego. So we are looking at covering a
wide area, from Mammoth to San Diego. The more our
SWCFFF members know about these projects then the
jobs won’t be as big for a club. We are also meeting
with Fish and Game, Caltrout, and The Forest Service
to see where we can help out.
We would like to do some fundraising so that we
can maybe have a conclave like the other councils do
and promote fly-fishing. The idea of having a small
conclave this year was talked about at the January
quarterly meeting. We felt that at this time we don’t
have the funds to undertake a conclave. We hope in
2009 we can have a conclave. Which of course means
we will need a conclave coordinator and committee to
organize this event. If you might be interested please
contact either Greg Stumpf at (949) 293-5570 or Gary
Applebee at (760) 365-7071. We hope that we can get

all the clubs to participate in putting on a conclave.
There is also a group of certified casters teaching
casting certification to some of the clubs in our council.
The Santa Clarita Fly Fishers are taking advantage of
this and the San Diego Fly Fishers are looking at doing
the same in their area. There are about sixty certified
casters that I counted on the FFF national website in the
Southwest Council. If your club is interested in getting
more members certified Call Greg Stumpf at (949) 2935570 or Bob Middo at (310) 798-2009 to find out more
about what they are doing with casting. Kaweah Fly
Fishers has bought the rights to “The Way of a Trout”
by Trout Unlimited and is looking at putting it on
DVD. When this happens we will let everyone know
so they can buy a copy for their Trout in the Classroom
programs.
As you can see the SWCFFF is starting to get
active in many things from conservation to education.
The thing to remember is that this is YOUR council.
Without the clubs and their involvement we don’t have
a FFF council.
Gary Applebee,
Vice President SWCFFF
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March Education And Outings
Update

T

he beginning of this year has been very busy
with training classes in fly tying, rod building,
beginning casting and Introduction to flyfishing.
Brett Browning, Ernie Gulley and Clark Stevens have
been leading the charge on the fly tying while Rick Prolux
is working with those building rods. Don Johnson and
I have been conducting the Casting and Introduction
classes Jack Ingram and Keith Armbruster have been
helping new fishermen and women on the Owens River
outings get started nymphing and dry fly fishing.
The pictures below will give you a chance to see the
many activities we provide education classes for.

More Photos on Following Page
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Education/Outings Continued
In addition to the education classes held in the class
room, we also have them scheduled with outings to local streams. The classes include reading a stream for
fish location in the different kinds of water and how
to set up fishing rigs for nymphing, dry fly fishing and
streamer fishing. After our on the stream classes, we
assign experienced fishing club members to the newer
fishermen and then go practice the techniques learned
earlier in the day.
The following pictures are from our February trip to
the Lower Owens. Contrary to our expectations, the
weather was great and the flow rates were optimum for
this time of year. A few pictures are from the “Gorge”
which did have a lot of snow, but was still open for
fishing.
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Education/Outings Continued

Believe it or not, even some of your clubs’ most
experienced fishermen need to get help and learn new
things about our sport. The adjacent pictures are of the
casting class put on by Jason Borgor before that months
meeting and pictures of the people at that meeting.
I hope you have enjoyed this Education/Outings update
and don’t forget to sign up for other education classes at
the next meeting. Advanced Casting and Entomology
are still open and scheduled for April plus two other
outings, one to the Lower Owens and one to the Kern
are still availible. If you have any questions about these
classes or other Education activities, please see me or
any other of the instructors mentioned in this article and
we will do the best we can to answer them.
Mike Wright
Education Director

Fishing & Casting Assistance
Before Monthly Meetings
Personnel will be available at the monthly meetings
to assist those who need help with casting or any other
fishing questions that members might have. We will be
available from 4:00 to 5:30 on the day of the meetings
and will provide equipment if needed, but request you
bring your own outfit to practice.
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Alpers Ranch - Times Changes All
It's been a very emotional time for Tim Alpers, a
rancher who has stirred plenty of emotions in fishermen
by growing and stocking acrobatic and colorful rainbow trout in Eastern Sierra waters.
Alpers is selling his historic trout-rearing and troutfishing property, his Owens River Ranch, located on
the gin-clear, spring-fed headwaters of the Upper Owens River in Long Valley. The buyer is his neighbor,
the Gottwald family, a wealthy Virginia-based clan that
owns the historic Arcularius Ranch, an adjoining property also steeped in trout-fishing tradition.
I'm going through a grieving period like a lot of others, Alpers said yesterday. I'm selling due to a combination things too many government regulations, and I'm
getting toward retirement age (he's 60).
Alpers said the ranch will be kept as an open space
sanctuary and won't be developed.
I could have gotten triple what I got for it from developers, Alpers said. It will remain a fly-fishing retreat,
and a sanctuary for migratory birds, wildlife and spawning trout coming up stream from Crowley Lake.
The Alpers family has been temporary stewards of
this land for over a century, Alpers added. That’s all anyone really is in this world when it comes to a magnificent piece of land like this, just temporary stewards.
Tim Alpers’ father, Bill, was known as the Fly-Fishing Cowboy. He started the trout farming business and
left it to his son. Tim’s grandfather, Frederick P. Alpers,
a German immigrant who made his way to the Eastern
Sierra as a teenager in the late 1800s, built a cattle empire and started the Owens River Ranch. He had three
20-mule teams that hauled freight.
Though Alpers and his wife, Pam, are selling the
guest ranch, with its 70-to 101-year-old cabins and main
lodge, Alpers already is building a new trout hatchery.
Alpers trout will keep going and will be bigger and
better than ever, Alpers said. The hand-crafted, quality product we produce will continue to fill that special
niche in the Eastern Sierra. Fishermen who like fins and
tails on their trout will still get them from us.
His new hatchery is on the 1,000-acre Conway
Ranch in the Mono Lake Basin. It’s fed by a recently
rebuilt and retooled well, and will turn out about 45,000
pounds of the famed Alpers trout. That’s down from the
70,000 pounds or so the Alpers hatchery produced, but
Alpers hopes to increase that amount. He also plans to
have several fishing ponds for fly-fishing and float tu-

bers, bait fishermen and special events.
In addition, Alpers is experimenting with a new
strain of trout, a Hofer rainbow, imported from the
Bavarian Alps in Germany and said to be resistant to
whirling disease.
Alpers, 60, has formed a corporate partnership with
John Frederickson, who runs both the June Lake and
Crowley Lake marinas and concessions. He also enlisted corporate guru Steve Brown of Coto de Caza in Orange County and aquaculture specialist Todd O’Banion
of Smith Valley, Nevada.
Alpers, a former basketball star at Bishop High
School, has put together an all-star hatchery and business team much in the same way he built squads for the
University of Tulsa, where he was an assistant basketball coach and recruiter in the 1970s.
Meantime, those who loved to visit Alpers’ Owens
River Ranch have joined him in grieving over the loss
of a very special place.
I personally have been fishing that ranch for over 25
years, over half my life, and I equate this to the loss of
a loved one, said Eric Schulte of El Cajon, an avid fly
fisherman.
Ralph Costanzo of Glendale has only missed a couple of openers since he was 12. He’s 64 now.
For the last 15 years, 12 of us from the family have
had the same cabin for opening day, Costanzo said.
Dave Carter, 50, of El Cajon has been going to Alpers Ranch every year since he was 7. He’s been going
up three times a year, in the spring, summer and fall.
Every trip is a chance to relive memories, Carter
said. My son kicking cow paddies when he was 2. My
daughter catching her first trout. My dad, who died in
1991, walking the streams. I can go there and still see
him walking the streams.
You can’t replace a place like Alpers’ Ranch, Carter
added. It was heaven, a piece of heaven on earth.
By Ed Zieralski
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER
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This article appeared in the December 2007 issue of Conservation Magazine

Earthworms Steal the Floor
Invasion by nonnative earthworms triggers decline in
plant diversity

©Viorika Prikhodko/istock.com

and the balance of plants, fungi, and microbes has
coevolved to utilize the leaf litter’s assets. So when an
angler tips out the leftover bait at the end of a day’s
fishing, those nonnative earthworms slithering off into
the undergrowth are set to cause havoc.
These impacts had been studied only at local
scales, so Holdsworth’s team set out to see how
forests were being affected at the regional scale.
By sampling soil, vegetation, and earthworms at
multiple sites, the biologists were able to disentangle
the effect of earthworms from other factors such as
browsing pressure from white-tailed deer Odocoileus
virginianus. Statistical analyses of the data showed
that earthworms can indeed have a negative impact on
plant-species diversity. The good news is that worms
aren’t the fastest colonizers around, so education and
vigilance should help identify and protect those areas
most under threat.
For summaries of groundbreaking research hot off
the press, go to journalwatch.conservationmagazine.
org.

By Nick Atkinson
October-December 2007 (Vol. 8, No. 4)
Holdsworth A.R., L.E. Frelich, and P.B. Reich. 2007.
Effects of earthworm invasion on plant species
richness in Northern hardwood forests. Conservation
Biology 21(4):997-1008.
If plants are disappearing all around you, check
underneath your boots. You might find invading
earthworms. Andrew Holdsworth and University
of Minnesota colleagues describe in Conservation
Biology how declines in plant species numbers in two
national forests, the Chippewa and the Chequamegon,
can be traced to the recent arrival of European
Lumbricus earthworms.
Since the 1980s, biologists have become
increasingly concerned about the effects earthworms
can have on ecosystems that have evolved in their
absence. Earthworms voraciously munch their way
through leaf litter; a heavily infested forest can lose
most of this nutrient-rich, moisture-retaining layer
(known as duff) over the course of a single season.
Many U.S. forests developed with not a worm in sight,
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