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FEBRUARY SPEAKER
JEFF CURRIER

TROUT BUMMING WORLD WIDE
Jeff Currier – Author, Lecturer, Artist and
Flyfisherman
eff Currier is a walking encyclopedia of fly
fishing for species worldwide. He lives in Victor,
Idaho, and has been fly fishing for more than 35 years.
He has worked at the Jack Dennis Fly Shop in Jackson,
Wyoming, for 20 years where he presently manages
all fishing operations. He has taught and guided fly
fishers throughout Wyoming and Yellowstone National
Park, and has escorted anglers to fishing destinations
throughout the world.
When Jeff is home he finds plenty to keep him busy.
In addition to Fly Fishing, he enjoys writing and painting.
His original fish watercolors are in high demand. Jeff’s
articles, photographs, and artwork have graced the pages
of magazines, catalogs, brochures and books. Some of
these books (i.e. Quick and Easy Guide to Saltwater
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Fly Fishing and Currier’s Quick and Easy Guide to
Warmwater Fly Fishing) have become the standard
introduction to saltwater and warmwater fly fishing.
Jeff has made many television appearances including
FISHING THE WEST, FLY FISHING THE WORLD,
IN SEARCH OF FLY WATER, REEL ADVENTURES,
FLY FISH TV, and FLY FISH AMERICA.
During the winter months, Jeff can be found
lecturing throughout the United States and Canada on
nearly every aspect of fly fishing. He also demonstrates
the art of fly casting and conducts seminars on the basic
and advanced skills of fly fishing.
Although Jeff spends much of his time fishing for
trout, he has currently caught more than 175 different
kinds of fish with a fly rod, from both fresh and saltwater,
in almost forty countries. He is constantly developing
techniques for catching the most exotic fish imaginable,
in places where even the most avid adventurer refuses to
go. Jeff’s most renowned accomplishment was leading
TEAM USA to its first ever top-ten finish in the World
Fly fishing Championships in Jaca, Spain. During the
competition, Jeff managed to fool fish on every venue
and placed third in the individual standings, becoming
the first North American ever to take home a medal in
the twenty-six year history of this event.
Ron Bishop
Program Director and Vice President

PRESIDENT’S

With all of the recent snow in the Sierras, it promises
to be an exciting Opener this year in the Mammoth
Lakes area. We should have lots of water in the streams
and lakes and probably some cold temperatures. Well,
we’ll just have to tough it out and throw another log in
the fireplace. Our Opener this year will be from May 1
through May 8. Be sure to see Mike Telles and get your
reservation in, as it usually fills up fast. The price is
the same as last year, $160. This is a great opportunity
not only to experience some great fishing, but to have
some great fun and meet other members and learn new
techniques and waters at a price that can’t be beat!
Also in the news this month is the annual Fly Fishing
Show of the West, which will be held on March 1 and
2, 2008 in Pasadena at the Pasadena Center, located at
300 East Green St., Pasadena, CA 91101. The show
will be open Saturday 9am to 5:30 pm and Sunday 9am
to 4:30pm. Three of our members will be presenters
hope everyone enjoyed the January meeting. at the show, Bob Slamal, Richard Bean, and Maggie
Jason Borger certainly gave us an enthusiastic Merriman. Stop by and say hi.
That’s all for this month. I hope to see you all at the
as well as an entertaining program on fly casting and
presentation. Having been one of the fortunate winners February meeting.
of the four hour casting clinic with Jason, I can say it
Bob Habereder
was time well spent. I certainly learned a thing or two
and am practicing to improve my casting and enjoyment
of the sport.
This month we are lucky to have Jeff Currier as our
guest speaker. He will be discussing “Trout Bumming
World Wide” Some thing we can all aspire to.
I would like to remind everyone that the Federation of
Fly Fishers has extended its reduced rates for membership
renewals. The Federation is an international service
organization dedicated to the betterment of the sport
of fly fishing through conservation and education. The
FFF and its Councils are the only organized advocates
for the fly fisher on the national and regional level. By
becoming or renewing your membership, you have the
opportunity to contribute to fishery conservation and
stream restoration and education to the benefit of all
Fishing & Casting Assistance
fish in all waters. Our club, Deep Creek Fly Fishers,
is affiliated with the FFF and supports their and our fly
Before Monthly Meetings
fishing agenda. Our club pays dues to the FFF which
Personnel will be available at the monthly meetings
can be reduced for every member of our club that is
also a member of the Federation. With that in mind, I to assist those who need help with casting or any other
would like to encourage all of you to see Mike Wright fishing questions that members might have. We will be
at the next meeting and become a member or the FFF. available from 4:00 to 5:30 on the day of the meetings
And while you’re at it, remember it is time to pay our and will provide equipment if needed, but request you
club dues as well. Be sure to see Brett Browning for bring your own outfit to practice.
that.
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2008 Meetings Calendar

Officers & Directors for 2008
President: Bob Habereder (951) 789-1895
matuka2@aol.com
Vice President: Ron Bishop (909) 203-3075
countryusa@verizon.net
Secretary: Rick Stark (909) 797-8565
rstark1@verizon.net
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Bret Browning (909) 792-8912
bbrowning7@verizon.net
Education: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborski (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Raffles: Fred Hustead (951) 369-0761
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web Master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
sjclark53@adelphia.net
Newsletter: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net

Jan 23

7:00 PM Meeting: Jason Borger
Fly Presentation Techniques
Feb 27 7:00 PM Meeting: Jeff Currier
Mar 26 7:00 PM Meeting: Dale Darling: Dry 		
Flies
Apr 23 7:00 PM Meeting: John Smeragllo:
Deschutes River Fly Fishing
May 28 5:00 Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:
Followed by Meeting: TBD
Jun 25 7:00 PM Meeting: Dean Mattson:
Alaska Wilderness Fishing
Jul 23
7:00 PM Meeting: Brian Webb: Newport
Bay
Aug 27 7:00 PM Meeting: Nathan Joyner:
Upper SAC
Sep 24 7:00 PM Meeting: Jay Mirakoshi
Freshwater Bass
Oct 22 7:00 PM -Meeting: Members Night
Nov 19 7:00 PM Meeting: TBD: Someone from
Marriotts Fly Fishing Show
Dec 3
Annual Banquet: 5:30PM Happy Hour

Training Calendar - Continued

Training Calendar for 2008
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 : Intro to Fly Tying and Rod Building,
Club House: 0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying): 1:00pm
to 4:00pm(Rod Building)
10 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Casting: ½ day class
held at the Club House: 9:00am-12:00am
17 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Fishing: All day class
held at the Club House: 8:30am-4:30pm
23-24 Feb.: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the
stream)
8, 15, 22 March: 5 April: Advanced Fly Tying and
Continuation of Rod Building Classes. Club House:
0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying): 1:00pm to 4:00pm(Rod
Building)
29-30 March: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the
stream)
12 April: Introduction to Entomology: Clubhouse:
0900am to 12:00pm

19 April: Advanced Casting: ½ day class held at the
Club House: 9:00am-12:00am
26-27 April: Kern River Stream Fishing with nymphs
and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the stream)
1-8 May: Deep Creek Opener
2-8 October: Deep Creek Closer
Coffee and Soft Drinks will be available for the
classes and full day classes will have a 1 hour lunch
break.
Principal Instructors for all classes will be Mike
Wright, Don Johnson, Brett Browning and Ernie
Gulley, Rick Proulx, Dave Parker and with other
volunteers helping in their field of expertise.
Donation of $5 is requested from Club Members to
assist us in defraying costs.
All classes are open to the public this year with the
fee being the same as Club Members. Contact the
Training Director to register for the classes:
MIKE WRIGHT
951-244-8721
Mikewright2m@mac.com Email.
**** Classes for the later part of 2008 will be posted
by mid-year.
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Membership Update

Membership Dues for 2008

Please join me in extending a warm welcome to our
newest members, Mick Dixon, Scott Leetzow, Susan
Payne, Darcy Rooney, and Joseph Veca. Our newest
members have a dot on their name badge. When you
notice that, give these folks a big Deep Creek Fly
Fishers’ welcome and introduce yourself. I am sure
they are ready to make new friends.

Membership renewal for 2008 has begun, and its almost finished. Dues remain the same: $30.00 for Individual and $40.00 for Family. If you want to renew at a
meeting you must do so at the February or March meeting. Many members renew by mail. If you choose this
method and have no changes in your address, phone,
E-mail, etc., just include a note that states “no changes”
with your check. If you have a change(s) note that, and
the corrections will be made for the 2008 roster. The
address to send your renewal is:
Deep Creek Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 8203
Redlands, CA 92375
Our 2008 Roster will be published after 31 March,
and only paid up members will be listed in the roster.
The mailing list for the Newsletter is also made up
from the dues paying members list.

Membership Fly Raffle
I am going to have a dozen flies (some of them
will be Zebra midges tied by Ernie Gulley. THANKS
AGAIN, ERNIE! ) at the membership table next
meeting and someone wearing their name badge will
win them. Just come by the membership table and get
a free raffle ticket for having your name badge. The
drawing will be during the meeting.

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior (13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$20.00
*(New Members Only)

Name:________________________

__________Cash
__________Check

Address:______________________
City:_________________________

State: _________ Zip___________________
Areas of Intrest
Home Phone:______________________________
Work Phone:______________________________
Email Address:_____________________________
FFF Member Yes____

No___

____Casting
____Club Trips
____Conservation ____Fly Tying
____Rod Building ____Membership

Member # ______________
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Date Expires_________________Type Membership______________

SWCFFF News Update
The Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) has extended
their membership drive for this month and up until
April 15th. The cost is fifteen dollars for the first year
and the incentive for 12 new members is a Temple Fork
Outfitters rod for the club. The club’s choice is either
a Lefty Kreh Professional Series, TFO 5864P (8’6’’4 pc. - 5wt.) or a TFO 0894P (9’- 4 pc. - 8wt.) or for
eighteen new members it is a Temple Fork Outfitters
Lefty Kreh TiCRX series rod, either a TFO 5904TX
(9’- 4 pc. -5wt.) or a TFO 0804TX (9’- 4 pc. –8wt.).
The clubs president chooses which rod. This is for new
member sign ups. If a person has let their membership
lapsed for three or more years they can count as a new
member. You can go to the Federations of Fly Fishers
web site at www.fedflyfishers.org to find out more about
this membership drive.
Most people ask, “Why should I join the FFF?”
The FFF is the only organization that looks out for
the fly fishers interest. The FFF motto is conservation
and education. The FFF does this in several ways. Last
month I told you about the Big Meadows Restoration
Project that both the Southwest Council and the
Northern California Council contributed money and
volunteer hours. Our memberships help pay for grants
to fund these projects and other projects. The SWCFFF
is looking at applying for a grant for more funds for the
Big Meadows Restoration Project as well as to help the
Kern River Fly Fishers set up a hatchery for the Kern
River Rainbow. This money comes from membership
dues. The FFF is also involved in the Invasive Species
fight with a program called the “Clean Angling Pledge.”
The FFF worked with the EPA to sponsor a worldwide
scientific conference on invasive species. If you go to
their website you can view all the diverse projects that
the FFF is involved in. The FRVC is also a part of the
FFF.
Education is something else that the FFF is very
involved in. The Certified Casting Program is recognized
across the nation as a standard. We have education
programs from TIC, fly tying, and beginning fly-fishing
geared to the scouts and even retires. We helped create
and run Project Healing Waters, a program that works
with wounded veterans. We are piloting a program
called “Family Tyes” that is for middle school and high
school students and their families.
The FFF is working with corporate sponsors to

help educate people about fly-fishing such as Bass
Pro, Cabelas, and the AEG Media film tour. The AEG
Media film tour started out on January 30th in Ventura
and will be at the La Paloma Theater in Encinitas on
April 4th. The film tour will be in Rancho Cucamonga
on April 3rd at 7777 Victoria Gardens Lane. If you
miss these three locations there is always Las Vegas
at 8200 Dean Martin Drive on April 17th. The tickets
are fifteen dollars and you can get them in advance on
their website, www.flyfishingfilmtour.com. The film
tour will be talking about the Pebble Bay mine and it’s
affect on the surrounding areas. Yes, AEG Media will
also show films on fly-fishing around the world by new
and up coming filmmakers.
I hope you’ll join the FFF this year and help us
spread the word about fly-fishing.
Gary Applebee
Vice President SWCFFF

Fishing Shows

For all club members interested in industry shows,
there are two local shows related to fishing in early
March 2008. The Fly Fishing Show will be at “The
Pasadena Center” on 1 - 2 March 2008.
Adult Admission: 		
$15 1 Day, $24 2 Days
Children:			
$2
Hours:
Sat.: 9AM-5:30 PM
Sun.: 9AM-4:40PM
Fred Hall - Fishing Tackle and Travel Show will be
at Long Beach Convention Center on 5-9 March.
Adult Admission:		
$15
Military & Senior’s
$14
Children 15 & Younger: Free
Hours:
Wed, Thur., Fri.:
2 PM -9:30 PM
Sat.			
10 AM - 9:30 PM
Sun.			
10 AM - 7:00 PM		
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Science and Ethics of Catch and Release
“A good game fish is too valuable to be caught only
once” the words of Lee Wulff in 1936 probably seemed
pretty radical at the time. But it was not until 1952 in
Michigan that the practice of catch and release was first
implemented in the United States as a management plan
to minimize the monetary cost for hatchery raised fish,
and in 1964 in Yellowstone National Park as part of a
conservation management plan.
In places where too many people pursue a limited
number of fish, we’ve come to accept this as a somewhat
obviously good idea. This is particularly true in light of
the increased value in recent years placed on pursuing
wild or better yet, native fish.
We as fly fisherman, a minority of the fishing
community, are reputed as having a holier than tho’
attitude about conservation, and we blindly accept that
regulations such as catch and release (C&R) are purely
positive, one sided issues, its all good, right?
The Wild Trout Symposium last fall opened my eyes
to the complexity of the issues surrounding C&R, this
is brief synopsis of a number of quality presentation
and posters on the topic.

Affects on fish

(1997) suggests that the stress response of a fighting
fish can raise hormone levels in the fish high enough to
prevent reproduction.
Now that the upper Owens is open year around,
it’s even more important that people minimize the
temptation to intentionally cast to paired up fish on a
redd, as it could have a long term negative impact on
the fishery.
There have been many studies of fish mortality
from C&R and the results vary by species and fishing
technique. Muniz (1997) found mortality of under 1%
to as high as 40%. The mortality of brown trout ranges
from less than 1% up to 5%.
You might feel great about your 50 fish day and that
you released them all, but understand also that there is
a good chance that a few of them are dead.
Secondary hooking mortality from predation after
release is also a concern. If you’ve ever released a
small fish, only to see a big brown charge out and gulp
it down, your C&R practice didn’t help the little guy
so much. Though not much of an issue for California
trout fisherman, it can be significant in places where
predators such as eagles, osprey, and seals have learned
that following a fisherman can often result in an easy
meal.
Catch and release is not always the best thing for
the fishery. For example, fish may be overpopulated and
benefit from some being removed, such as the stunted
brookies in small High Sierra lakes. Sometimes these
fish can overtake a lake and their growth be stunted
by insuffcient food for all of them. An 8 inch brookie
with a big head and tiny body (indication of inadequate
food) can be a tasty backcountry treat and do the other
fish a favor. Or there may be a nuisance species, such
as the lake trout in Yellowstone Lake that you may
be encouraged, or regulations may require you to not
return to the water.

From a resource management perspective, there is
little debate that C&R works in most cases better than
the alternative, catch and kill, but there are affects to the
fish and fishery.
Catching and releasing of fish has been shown in
numerous studies to affect the feeding pattern, growth
rate, and spawning behavior of fish. In a study by Meka
(2007) on the Alagnak River in Alaska, they found that
30% of rainbow trout had been previously caught at least
once and 38% of those more than once. It is generally
accepted that some fish will not feed immediately after
being caught, possibly due to an injury, that may limit
their feeding activity or reduce their feeding efficiency
for a period of time, or may lose their position in the
foraging hierarchy. Depending on the number of times Ethical issues
From an ethical perspective, some view catch and
a fish has been hooked, extent of injury, and time of year
(whether it’s the peak of their feeding season), growth kill fishing as wrong, and others view catch and release
as wrong. C&R practices are offensive to some native
rates can decrease from a few percent to up to 50%.
Additionally, when C&R is practiced over spawning people who view this as playing with your food, while
fish, it can remove a dominant fish from the spawning animal rights people view it as torturing an animal for
hierarchy or negatively affect them to the point they human entertainment. The Norwegian board of animal
miss their opportunity to spawn. A study by Muniz ethics find C&R to be ethically indefensible and view
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Basic Entomology
Workshop
For Fly Fishers
Maggie Merriman, a Deep Creek Fly Fishers Life
Member, is conducting a “Basic Entomology Workshop for Fly Fishers” on March 29 2008.
Instructor:
Maggie Merriman
Date:		
Saturday, March 29, 2008
Time:		
9:00am to 1:00 pm
Location:
Long Beach VA Hospital
Fee		
$50.00
Pre-Register today by mailing your Workshop Fee
to Maggie Merriman, 19791 Coastline Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92648. (Register before March 22)
Steve Demonstrating Catch & Release
See Flyer on Deep Creek FF Web site.
hunting and fishing as appropriate only for sustainable
http://www.deepcreekflyfishers.org/magie.htm
populations as part of harvesting food. And in some
Address and directions to Long Beach VA Hospital
places in Germany, its actually against the law to release will be announced upon registration.
a fish you have caught.
Part of the cause for this debate stems from the
scientific debate over whether or not fish feel pain in the
same way humans do. Some even split hairs over what
is pain, pain perception and a pain response. Sticking
to scientific fact, humans experience sensations such as
pain through a highly developed neocortex in our brain.
Fish don’t have this and therefore some conclude that
fish don’t have the neurological capability to experience
the negative psychological sensation we think of as
pain (Henricksen 2003). However there is another side
to the debate, that fish have a different physiological
mechanism that does allow them to perceive negative
stimuli and additional studies have shown they can
learn to avoid such negative events, even things such
as being hooked (Beukema 1970). The debate then is if
the fish experiences what we think of as pain, or if its
just a primitive reaction to avoiding negative stimuli?
If you then believe that catching and releasing
fish will result in some mortality, there is little ethical
Newsletter Articles
difference between catch and release, and catch and
Club members with written and/or graphical inkill fishing, just the size of harvest. So next time you
see someone take home a fish or two, try to understand formation they want to share with the membership are
their perspective before you grumble to yourself “those welcome to send that information to the editor, Rod
Castanien, at rcastan@verizon.net. When the informadarn meat fishermen”.
tion meets a very lenient newsworthy test, it will be
Steve Kopp
published in a future issue.
Conservation
Thanks: The Editor
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P.O. BOX 8203
REDLANDS, CA 92375
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MEETING DATE

