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October Speakers
Members Night

I

t’s October and Members’ Night is just about
here. This is when our members share their
fishing trips and experiences with us at our October
meeting. This month, we have a program that is
varied as well as educational.
First to speak and show a short program will
be Bret Pemberton. His presentation will be on
our club members and the fun everyone had while
fishing the lower Owens River this past year.
Bill Reeves: Golden Trout Wilderness. Bill will
be talking about his time in our local areas and
his time well spent with the outings from the U. S
Forestry Department. With all the time Bill spends
in the mountains, he could give us more stories than
we have time for. Whatever Bill chooses to speak
on, I know it will be something to remember.
Steve Kopp is going to talk about the clubs
conservation projects this year, showing some
pictures of those to highlight people who were
involved and show people what they missed who
didn’t join us. But my primary focus would be on
the recent trip to the Golden Trout Wilderness with
Dept of Fish and Game, project work pictures,
scenery and fish pictures. This seems like an exotic
place with exotic fish, but it’s really only a 4 hr
drive and 4 hr walk.
Mike Wright will present a program about Deep
Creek Fly Fishers, our club and the people in it. See
what your club has been up to.
Who knows, you may be in his presentation.
All together we should have one evening to

remember. If you are interested in helping out with
one of our organizations feel free to talk to someone
at this meeting. I know we are always looking for
help.
I look forward to seeing you there.
Ron Bishop
VP Deep Creek Flyfishers

Holiday Banquet
The Holiday season is rapidly approaching, and our
thoughts naturally turn to family, friends, and, of
course, the Holiday Banquet. This year, the Holiday
Banquet will be held on Wednesday, December 3rd
at Pinnacle Peak’s Steak House. Happy Hour will
begin at 5:30 PM (open bar), and dinner will be
served starting at 7:00 PM. This year we have five
dinner choices to select from. The choices are as
follows:
RED - “Cowboy” a 22 oz T-Bone Steak.
WHITE - “Filet” an 8 oz Steak.
BLUE - “Rib’s & Steak Combo” (Center
Cut Top Sirloin & ½ Rack-O-Ribs).
GREEN – “Rib’s & Chicken Combo”
(Center Cut Top Sirloin & ½ Chicken).
VEGETARIAN DINNER: (Price to be
determined)
All dinners will come with Salad, Bread, Baked
Beans, and your choice of Baked Potato or Corn
on the cob (Small Size), Drinks will be Tea, Water,
Coffee or Soda’s.
This year our Holiday Banquet dinner Ticket
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meeting will consist of various members presenting
pictures and tales of some of their recent fishing trips.
This always has been a great meeting when you get
an opportunity to see your fellow members in fishing
surroundings. I am sure Ron Bishop has several fun
presentations in store for us.
We are getting close to the end of the year, and
that means our preparations for our Annual Holiday
Banquet are underway. This year, the event will not be
at the Old Spaghetti Factory, but will be held at a new
venue, Pinnacle Peaks, in Colton. Mark your calendars.
Ron Bishop and Fred Hustead are gathering some
great items for the silent auctions and the raffle. If you
have something you would like to donate for either of
these fundraisers, please contact Ron or Fred as soon as
possible. If you can’t reach Ron or Fred, contact any
board member and we’ll make sure your donation gets
to the right place.
Just like the Presidential elections, it is also time to
prepare for the elections of our club officers for 2009.
We are always looking for “new blood” in the day-today operation of the club, so if you have any ideas about
what the board could be doing to improve the club,
please step forward. We need an active membership
to become the leadership in the club to maintain the
growth of our club.
Lastly, we have included a ballot in your copy of
the newsletter that deals with the option of our club
making donations to three worthy causes. There is
an article in this newsletter that will give you more
information on the ballot issue, the three organizations
that would benefit from our clubs donations, and a web
site for each organization so that you can look into it as
much as you like. Bring your completed ballot to the
October meeting and we will announce the result in the
November Newsletter.
That’s all for now, see you at the October meeting.
Bob Habereder

I hope your October fishing was as good as ours up
in Mammoth Lakes at the “Closer.” There were about
twenty five of us up in Mammoth and the weather was
the best I can remember for a “Closer” in a very long
time. We usually have some rain and, not infrequently,
some snow. This year, the only rain we had was at night
and no snow at all. The club outings in the spring and in
the fall are always great fun for all who go. I am writing
this article while still in Mammoth Lakes, sitting in the
condo, a glass of Drambuie by my side and a fine cigar
just waiting for ignition. What could be better! Good
Friends, great scenery comfortable accommodations,
good food, and fish! We had club members go to many
of the fishable waters in the Mammoth area; from Twin
Lakes, Owens River, Hot Creek, Lake Crowley to an
adventurous band, consisting of Mike Telles, Don
Johnson and Don’s son Jeff, that hiked into Kirman
Lake and camped at the lake and fished it for two days.
The food was excellent, as usual, thanks again to Bill
Reeves and Rob Wilcox. I was able to use this time
on the water to work on and improve my nymphing
technique. After studying several DVD’s and books, as
Training Calendar for 2008
well as much advice from my mentor John Halcomb, I
was able to improve to the point where I can consistently
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 : Intro to Fly Tying and Rod Building,
catch fish with the nymph. This has always been a sore Club House: 0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying): 1:00pm
point with me, so I am a happy guy. To my knowledge, to 4:00pm(Rod Building)
everyone caught fish. Crowley was a little tough but
10 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Casting: ½ day class
people did catch fish. I urge all new members to give at held at the Club House: 9:00am-12:00am
least one of these outings a try. Once you go, you are
17 Feb.: Introduction to Fly Fishing: All day class
hooked and we’ll see you there every year.
held at the Club House: 8:30am-4:30pm
This month, as you probably know, is members’
Training - Continued on next Page
night. This is where the program for our October
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2008 Meetings Calendar

Officers & Directors for 2008
President: Bob Habereder (951) 789-1895
matuka2@aol.com
Vice President: Ron Bishop (909) 203-3075
countryusa@verizon.net
Secretary: Rick Stark (909) 797-8565
rstark1@verizon.net
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Brett Browning (909) 793-8912
bbrowning7@verizon.net
Education: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborski (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Raffles: Fred Hustead (951) 369-0761
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web Master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
sjclark55@adelphia.net
Newsletter: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net

Jan 23

7:00 PM Meeting: Jason Borger
Fly Presentation Techniques
Feb 27 7:00 PM Meeting: Jeff Currier:
Mar 26 7:00 PM Meeting: Dale Darling: Dry 		
Flies
Apr 23 7:00 PM Meeting: Bill Davis:
Fly Fishing Canada
May 28 5:00 Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:
Richard Bean: Imating the Worm
Jun 25 7:00 PM Meeting:Frank Selby:
Fishing Silver Salmon in Alaska
Jul 23
7:00 PM Meeting: Brian Webb: Newport
Bay
Aug 27 7:00 PM Meeting: Nathan Joyner:
Upper SAC
Sep 24 7:00 PM Meeting: Jay Mirakoshi
Freshwater Bass
Oct 22 7:00 PM -Meeting: Members Night
Nov 19 7:00 PM Meeting: Guy Jeans, Fly Fishing In
and Around the Southern Sierras
Dec 3
Annual Banquet: 5:30PM Happy Hour Jan.

Training - Continued

Training - Continued

23-24 Feb.: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the
stream)
8, 15, 22 March: 5 April: Advanced Fly Tying and
Continuation of Rod Building Classes. Club House:
0900am to 12:00pm(Fly Tying): 1:00pm to 4:00pm(Rod
Building)
29-30 March: Lower Owens Stream Fishing with
nymphs and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the
stream)
12 April: Introduction to Entomology: Clubhouse:
0900am to 12:00pm
19 April: Advanced Casting: ½ day class held at the
Club House: 9:00am-12:00am
26-27 April: Kern River Stream Fishing with nymphs
and drys. Daily from 8:30am to 4:pm(On the stream)
1-8 May: Deep Creek Opener
12 July: Introduction to Fly Fishing
13 July: Introduction to Fly Casting

19-20 July: Kern River Outing
24 August: Outing to East Fork Of San Gabriel
2-8 October: Deep Creek Closer
26 October: Outing to West Fork Of San Gabriel
Coffee and Soft Drinks will be available for the
classes and full day classes will have a 1 hour lunch
break.
Principal Instructors for all classes will be Mike
Wright, Don Johnson, Brett Browning and Ernie
Gulley, Rick Proulx, Gene Drake and with other
volunteers helping in their field of expertise.
Donation of $5 is requested from Club Members to
assist us in defraying costs.
All classes are open to the public this year with the
fee being the same as Club Members. Contact the
Training Director to register for the classes:
MIKE WRIGHT
951-244-8721
Mikewright2m@mac.com Email.
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Membership Update
Please join me in extending a warm Deep Creek Fly Fishers’ welcome to our newest member: Ron
McGowan. Our newest members have a dot on their name badge. When you notice that, give these
folks a hello and introduce yourself. I am sure they are ready to make new friends.

Membership Fly Raffle
The raffle for a dozen flies for having your name badge is being put on hold for the next few months.
Keep watching in the newsletter for the announcement of the next raffle.

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior (13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$20.00
*(New Members Only)

Name:________________________

__________Cash
__________Check

Address:______________________
City:_________________________

State: _________ Zip___________________
Areas of Intrest
Home Phone:______________________________
Work Phone:______________________________
Email Address:_____________________________
FFF Member Yes____

No___

____Casting
____Club Trips
____Conservation ____Fly Tying
____Rod Building ____Membership

Member # ______________
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Date Expires_________________Type Membership______________

  Trout in the Classroom
Update
This years TIC teacher training class was
held in mid October given by the Orange County
Flyfishers. We were just informed that there may
be no trout eggs coming from the DFG in the
future. We have had difficulty getting eggs from
them for a nu;mber of reasons for a few years, but
this is new. We are trying to determine whether
this apparently new policy can be reversed or if
another source of eggs can be found.   Stay tuned.   
Doug Spieske

Fishing & Casting Assistance
Before Monthly Meetings
Personnel will be available at the monthly meetings to assist those who need help with casting or
any other fishing questions that members might
have. We will be available from 4:00 to 5:30 on
the day of the meetings and will provide equipment
if needed, but request you bring your own outfit to
pratice.

West Fork of the San Gabriel
River Trip Reminder
Sunday October 26th will be the outing to the
West Fork. We currently have over 20 members
signed up for this trip and it should be a good one.
The West Fork is much different than the East
Fork in that it is actually a tail water river and has
a lot more shade than the East fork which makes it
a much more friendly stream when the weather is
hot.
As usual, the meeting place for the day will be
the parking lot at the gate of the entrance to the
West Fork as indicated on the Map provided to
attendees. An information packet has been sent
to all attending members that have the details on
what to bring and the special needs for this outing.
The following pictures will give you an idea of
the area and the last outing.
Mike Wright
Education Director
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2008 Eastern Sierra’s Closer Journal
The data for this journal was compiled each day
around dinnertime as the stories came in from the
streams, the lakes, or after a bragging sessions in
the individual condos. As we have learned from
the past, the number and size of fish caught increase
each time the story is told. However, this trip we
seemed to be bragging about the smallest fish
caught, and how many times we were “skunked” at
the various locations we traveled. The fishing was
different this fall as the size and quantity of fish
caught and reported was lower than in the recent
past, especially the size. Most of the fish caught the
first 4 days were in the “not a keeper” range. Since
most of us are into catch and release, the term “not
a keeper” refers to real small. Several members
reported many fish in the 2 to 6 inch category. The
size, however, became a little better towards the
end of the outing.
Mike Telles did his normal excellent job of
organizing this year’s closer, and obtained the
three condos needed for the 23 members who
required sleeping quarters. Thank You Mike. We
are also thankful to our cooks, Bill Reeves for
providing seven breakfasts and four dinners, and
Bob Habereder for serving his special Jumbolia
feast, and Rob Wilcox with his Barbecued Chicken
dinner. All of the meals were delicious, and were
completely consumed during the dinners. One
meal was totally consumed before everyone was
served, and two late arrivals had to eat out.
The weather started off as the “not to good”.
Friday began with clear skies and a little wind
then changed to heavy overcast and windy in the
afternoon. It rained Friday night, and Saturday’s
weather looked bad at the condo’s. It sprinkled
most of the day, it was very windy, and the sky
was cloudy all day. A few members went fishing
anyway, and found that the weather wasn’t that bad
once they were away from Mammoth Lakes. The
weather was better on Saturday, and then stayed
good for the rest of the trip.
Fishing Reports
Thursday, 2 October, 2008. Most of the group

used this day to travel to the condo’s at Mammoth
Lakes, unpack their belongings, and set up their
equipment for a week of fishing. Three members
stopped at Horseshoe Meadow, west of Lone Pine,
and fished on Cottonwood Creek. Bill Reeve, Ray
Moon, and Dave Hurley caught a total of 13 Golden
Trout.
Friday, 3 October, 2008. Eighteen members
were fishing today. Seven members: Gene Defouw,
Roberta Ross, Bill Ross, Mike Wright, Rob Wilcox,
Mel Dvorak, and Rod Castanien, went to the
Upper Owens and caught a total of 52 trout. Four
Members: Dave Hurley, Rick Proulx, Bill Reeves,
and Ray Moon caught 22 trout, one over 18 inches
long. Three members went to Hot Creek: Russ
Smith, Jim Bradford, and Will Johnson, caught a
total of 29 trout. One member, Rusty Draper, went
to Big Springs, and caught 5 trout. Three members
went to Twin Lakes: Don Johnson, Jeff Johnson,
and Mike Telles, (Mammoth area) and caught a
total of 26 trout.
Saturday, 2 October 2008. This day started
with wind and rain, and many of us stayed away
from the water, however nine members decided
to brave-it and went fishing. Six members went to
Long Ears: Jeff Johnson, Con Johnson, Mike Telles,
Rob Wilcox, John Holcomb, and Bob Habereder,
and caught a total of 19 trout. One member, Ernie
Gulley, went to Lake Crowley and caught 4 trout.
Two Members, Gene Defouw, and Mel Dvorak
went to the Upper Owens, and caught a total of 11
trout.
Sunday, 3 October, 2008. Today’s weather
was much better and twenty two members found
the streams and lakes. Four members: Bill Reeves,
Dave Hurley, Rusty Draper, and Ray Moon, went to
Big Springs and caught 29 trout. Eight members:
Mel Dvorak, Will Johnson, Jim Bradford, John
Holcomb, Ernie Gulley, Russ Smith, Rick Proulx,
and Bob Habereder went to Lake Crowley and
caught a total of 23 trout, and one was over 18
inches . Three members: Steve Reyes, Kent Berge,
and Carl Ronk, went to Hot creek and caught a
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total of 6 trout. Three members: Don Johnson, Jeff
Johnson, and Mike Telles, went to Kermit Lake
and caught a total of 3 trout. Two members: Mike
Wright, and Rod Castanien, went to Long Ears and
caught a total of 11 trout. Four members: Gene
Defouw, Rob Wilcox, Roberta Ross, and Bill Ross,
went to the Upper Owens and caught a total of 14
trout.
Monday, 5 October, 2008. The weather
continues to be good, and eighteen members went
fishing. Nine members: Will Johnson, Steve Reyes,
Rod Castanien, Mike Wright, Gene Defouw, Rick
Proulx, Jim Bradford, Russ Smith, and Ernie
Gulley, went to Lake Crowley and caught a total
of 47 trout. Ten of these trout were over 18 inches
with the largest at 21 inches. Three members: Don
Johnson, Jeff Johnson, and Mike Telles, stayed at
Kermit Lake and caught a total of 10 trout, with 6
of them over 18 inches long. Rusty Draper went to
Big Springs and caught 1 trout. Three Members:
Mel Dvorak, Bob Habereder, and Rob Wilcox, went
to the Upper Owens and caught a total of 33 trout.
Carl Ronk took the honors on Mammoth creek,
catching 36 trout.
Tuesday, 6 October, 2008. Another good
weather day. Twenty one members tested their
fishing skills today. Two members: Don Johnson
and Mike Telles, went to Big Springs and caught 10
Trout. Ten members: Jim Bradford, Rod Castanien,
Will Johnson, Rick Proulx, Russ Smith, Rob Wilcox,
John Holcomb, Mike Wright, Mel Dvorak, and
Ernie Gulley, went to Crowley Lake and caught a
total of 38 Trout. Seven members: Bob Habereder,
Dave Hurley, Ray Moon, Bill Reeves, Steve Reyes,
Bill Ross, and Roberta Ross, went to Long Ears
and caught a total of 39 trout. Two Members: Kent
Berge and Gene Defouw, went to the Upper Owens,
and caught 12 trout.
Wednesday, 7 October, 2008. The Weather was
okay today, but several members either departed
or decided to take the day off from fishing and get
things in order to head home. Thirteen members
actually went fishing. Four members: Jim Bradford,
Rick Proux, Russ Smith, and Will Johnson fished on
Crowley Lake and caught 11 trout. Two members:
Carl Ronk and Rusty Draper went to Hot Creek

and caught 4 trout. Two members: Mel Dvorak
and Steve Reyes, went to Pleasant Valley Reservoir
and caught 30 trout. Five members: Mike Wright,
Ray Moon, Gene Defouw, Rod Castanien, and Bill
Reeves, spent their time on the Upper Owens and
caught 40 Trout.
Everyone who participated in this outing had a
great time, and I expect most of them will return
for next year’s opener if there is any way they can
make it happen. The attached pictures capture the
members in the joyful and relaxed atmosphere that
made this a great event. Thanks again to Mike Telles
for planning and implementing this 2008 Closer.
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More Closer Pictures

“Banquet” Continued from Page 1
will be $20.00 per person, with the exception of the
Vegetarian Plate, if purchased before the conclusion
of the November meeting. Tickets purchased the
night of the Banquet will be $25.00.
We plan on having our famous “Dessert
Auction”, a club tradition, so please bring your
favorite dessert to be auctioned by Carlo Marchese.
Contact Carlo at (909) 825-2015 if you are bringing
a desert so we know who to thank and how many
desserts we will be auctioning off. Doug Spieske
will be conducting our silent auction table for flies
that our members have contributed. I know he will
need to hear from all of you fly tiers who will be
contributing flies. Please call him at 909-798-4151
as soon as possible and let him know what you will
be providing for the silent fly auction.
Every year, we send out numerous requests for
donations to various fly shops, manufacturers, and
guides for items to be auctioned. We have already
received many contributions from such companies
as Thomas Pena, FFF, California Trout, Richard
Bean, Jim Teeny and more are expected. To date,
I have about 30 response to our letters. Not to
mention the club members that have indicated they
will be bringing articles for the silent auction.
This is the major fund raising event for our club,
so come and enjoy the fun, meet old friends and
make some new ones, have a chance to get some
bargains on new equipment, get some great desserts
and help support our club. And please remember to
wear your name badge to the Banquet.
Banquet tickets will be on sale during the
October and November meetings, or contact Ron
Bishop (909-203-3075) or Brett Pemberton (951677-7512) to reserve tickets at the door. We will
need an account of the dinner selections at the time
of ticket purchase (the sooner the better), and don’t
forget, after this dinner you can take home a Doggie
Bag. I know I will…..
Ron Bishop
VP Deep Creek flyfishers
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Fiction & Facts - Q & A Jokes & Lies
NEWS ALERT: NASA Confirms that Spitting
On Your Dry Fly Wil Bring You Good Luck

rugged streamer. David Lee.
Joke of the month:
Why do fish jump out of the water right in
front of you after you just “over-set” the hook
sending it sky high for all to see?
Well, think of it this way – what would fish do
if they had fingers?!

F & F of the month:
Have a question (or answer) about fly fishing,
Naw…NASA said no such thing - and even
if they did, should you believe it? Probably not. do you know something that the rest of us need to
Nor should you rely on any myths or superstitions know Heard a good one lately? Email: Wally Hayes
that abound about increasing your fishing success.
@ TatankaUSA@hotmail.com
Oh, if an old myth told to you by your grandfather
long ago makes you feel good when abiding by it
– then by all means I encourage you to stick with
More Closer Pictures
it! Just remember that you are using it because it
makes you feel good not because it works once in
a while. It may be a better practice to create your
own myths by changing things up a bit when on
the stream and see what works for you. Of course
if the fisherman down stream from you is blowing
cigar smoke on his line before every cast and he is
catching monsters – you might consider bringing
along a few Garcia Vegas on your next fishing trip.
Call it research – who could argue?
When my wife Kathleen and I were sailing our
boat “TATANKA” around the world a few years
ago we swore by the old sailors’ prophecy:
“Red sky at night, sailors’ delight,
Red sky in the morning, sailors take warning.”
The Red Sky myth seems to have an actual
meteorological fact as its origin – having to do with
clouds and water vapor and reflection. Anglers
should be interested in the weather because of its
real effect on fish behavior. But, I doubt wrapping
your flys by alternating directions beginning left to
right, rather than right to left will actually increase
your fishing luck……
On the other hand..…
I might just try it..…
Only to prove a point of course.
Question of the month:
Will a standard dry fly hold up through a dozen
fish, or a typical nymph or wet fly through 20
Answer:
YES — and fifty fish are possible with a
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Special Ballot For Proposed Donations
Some months ago, after reviewing the club’s current
budgetary status, a special committee consisting of
Chairperson Lou Fawley, Bob Kreider, Steve Kopp,
Rick Otto, Bob Mankin, and Charlie Cole, was charged
with investigating and making a recommendation
to the Board of Deep Creek Flyfishers of possible
recipients of a donation from our club to a (some)
worthy organizations. This committee has made a
recommendation that three organizations receive a
donation and the Board of Deep Creek Flyfishers has
approved these three organizations and recommends
the club donate $1,500 to each. We submit them to
you, the members, for your approval. It is important to
note that the club is in a financially sound position so
that these three donations will not affect any of the club
functions or activities.
The first organization recommended is “Casting
for Recovery.” Casting for recovery is a national nonprofit support and educational program for women who
have had breast cancer. They provide an opportunity for
women whose lives have been profoundly affected by
the disease to gather in a beautiful, natural setting and
learn fly-fishing, “a sport for life.” This organization’s
weekend retreats incorporate counseling, educational
services and the sport of fly fishing to promote mental
and physical healing. Founded in 1996, Casting
for Recovery has been offering free retreats across
the country. For more information, go to www.
castingforrecovery.org.
The second organization recommended is
“California Trout’. Improving fishing opportunities
was and remains important, but it was a secondary goal.
CalTrout was the nation’s first statewide conservation
group supported by trout fishermen with an altruistic

goal: to protect and restore trout and the beautiful
places where they live. In this way, CalTrout was
revolutionary and unique. CalTrout’s long term goals
are:
• Goal 1: Protect and Restore Priority “Pockets”
(or Regions) of Wild Trout and Steelhead.
• Goal 2: Protect and Restore Water Flows for
Wild Trout and Steelhead.
• Goal 3: Ensure Goal 1: Protect and Restore
Priority “Pockets” (or Regions) of Wild Trout
and Steelhead.
Our club’s donation would be designated to be
used for the protecting the Golden Trout Wilderness,
right in our eastern Sierras. For more information,
go to www.caltrout.org.The third organization
recommended is “Riverside-Corona Resource
Conservation District”. RCRCD us a small,
government agency that works to create sustainable
communities by helping people preserve the integrity
of natural resources, so that high quality water, soil,
wildlife, air, and plant life will be neither depleted nor
damaged, and ensuring future generations a healthy
and clean environment. The District serves parts of
western Riverside and San Bernardino Counties: areas
surrounding and protions of Temescal Canyon, Grand
Terrace, Reche Canyon, Gavalin Hills, Woodcrest,
Highgrove, Riverside, Corona, Colton, and Norco.
For more information, go to www.rcrcd.com.
Please take a moment and review the three
potential recipients and complete the enclosed ballot
and turn it in during the October meeting. The results
of the vote will be announced in the November
newsletter.
Bob Habereder

Special Ballot
Proposed Donations of $1500.00 each to:
1. Casting For Recovery
2. Cal Trout
3. Riverside			
YES
NO
Name___________________________________________________
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California Gold
No its not a story about Huell Howser, it’s the
Golden Trout Wilderness. Last month I joined the
California Department of Fish and Game (DFG)
as a volunteer on a population and genetics study
in the Golden Trout Wilderness (GTW). The
GTW was established back in 1978 to protect the
watersheds of some of California’s native trout, the
California Golden Trout, the Little Kern Golden
Trout, and the Kern River Rainbow. It is comprised
of over 300 thousand acres in the Inyo and Sequoia
National Forests.
Historic use of this area has included summer
cattle grazing in the high altitude meadows, and
through some legal wrangling and negotiation,
they were able to put a 10 yr hold on grazing in
some areas to assess its impact on the ecosystem
and particularly the golden trout. I’ve been quite
enamored with golden trout almost as long as I’ve
been in California, so to have a chance to visit the
headwaters of their native range, help out on a
project, and catch a few fish, seemed like a great
excuse to blow some vacation time.
The trip began with an 8 mile hike over
Cottonwood Pass, 11,160 ft, to Big Whitney
Meadow. The hike went pretty quick since DFG
hired pack stock to haul all the gear, and we all just
had daypacks. Even with a maximum 30 lb limit
per person, we still needed 13 animals to haul it all
because of all the survey equipment.
We did two days of electro-fishing population
surveys and genetic sampling, along with other
measurements of things like stream bottom material
and stream banks. It’s been 6 yrs since there were
cattle in the meadow, and the feeling from those
who had been there before was that the stream was
healthier and there were more and bigger fish. The
3rd day we did a 4 hr barbless hook study where
someone would change your fly ever 30 min and
record all the fish you hooked for a study looking at
landing efficiency and injury to fish from barbless
vs barbed hooks.
I’ve never really been one to count how many
fish I caught in a day after I get to 4 or 5, so I was

surprised that after 4 hrs I had hooked 97 fish and
landed 78. Another volunteer that day landed over
100. Although they are generally small fish, most
between 5 and 7 inches, they are quite possibly the
most beautiful freshwater game fish you will find
and they are quite aggressive on the dry fly.
Overall it was hard work and very cold nights,
but the scenery, fishing, and camaraderie of the DFG
wild trout crew and fellow volunteers made for a
great week. For more of the story and some color
pictures of the fish, come to the October meeting.
If you’re game to do the hike, I’d be happy to
tell you how to how to get there.
Steve Kopp
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