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AUGUST SPEAKER
JERRY KUSTICH

For those of us in Southern California,
ﬁshing for Steelhead has become even more
of a challenge as most good Steelhead waters
are in the Paciﬁc Northwest, Alaska, Idaho,
British Columbia and other distant waters. If
you haven’t had the opportunity to catch one
of these sea-run Rainbows, the experience is
deﬁnitely worth the effort.
This month’s guest speaker is Jerry Kustich. Jerry grew up in Western New York
near the Niagara River. He regularly ﬁshed
its polluted shoreline and eventually became
a conservationist. After earning a degree in
chemistry Jerry became a high school teacher,
but his path continued west to Utah and eventually to Montana where he worked for the
Winston Rod Company for the next 21 years.
In 2006 he started Sweetgrass Rods. Jerry, an
avid conservationist, serves as Secretary on
the State Council for Montana’s ‘Trout Unlimited’. In addition to writing and illustrating
a weekly nature column for a major Montana
newspaper, Jerry has published several articles
as well as books.
Jerry’s program, called ‘Steelhead Odyssey’, is a journey that travels from the Great
Lakes to the Paciﬁc West Coast to Kamchatka
in search of the magniﬁcent Steelhead and the
shared spirit that connects all three ﬁsheries.

STEELHEAD ODYSSEY

S

omeone once said the greatest of all
freshwater game-ﬁsh is the Steelhead.
Mother Nature was in one of her better moods
when she created this great ﬁsh. Besides being
spectacular ﬁghters often performing airborne
acrobatics when hooked, Steelhead are one of
the most beautiful ﬁsh on Earth.
Fresh-run Steelhead are nickel bright, but
their coloration will change to resemble a nonmigratory Rainbow, complete with red striping. This ﬁsh of a thousand casts can be very
challenging to catch, but ever so rewarding.
Persistence, careful casting, the ability to read
water, and a little luck are the necessary ingredients for becoming a good Steelheader.
AUGUST SPEAKER CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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MESSAGE

PRESIDENT’S

ated and approved agreement within the next
few months.
As you know, Bob Slamal of Riverside Ski
and Sport has given our club tremendous support for many years. Bob signiﬁcantly helps
us with our rafﬂes at every club meeting, and
is our largest single supporter at the annual
banquet. Every time we start to do something
his name pop’s up, because, he is involved in
so many aspects of our activities. — Thanks
Bob, for all of your support.
We had a good turn-out at last month’s
meeting, had several new members sign up, as
Rod Castanien
well as some visitors who expressed interest in
AUGUST MESSAGE
becoming a club member. A special thanks to
e are approaching the end of the
Bob Kreider for parking in front of the Izaak
regular ﬁshing season, and preparaWalton Clubhouse and re-directing visitors
tions are being ﬁnalized for the “Closer” at
and club members who forgot about the temMammoth Lakes next month. According to
porary meeting location change to Reid Park.
Mike Telles, we have enough sign up’s to ﬁll
The Bass Pro Shop at Victoria Gardens
two large condo’s and six additional for a third had their Grand Opening on 19, 20, 21, and
small condo. The question is, do we get the
22 July, and several of our members supported
smaller condo that just holds the six we have
the event with ﬂy casting and ﬂy tying demonsigned up, or do we get the large size that
strations, and by moving in and around the ﬂy
holds eight. We are standing by to see if we
ﬁshing area talking to customer’s and answerget additional sign up’s at the August meeting their ﬂy ﬁshing questions. Bud Novits, a
ing. If you are interested in attending, get your club member and employee of the Bass Pro
name in soon. Those of us who plan to attend Shop, will be coordinating directly with club
are looking forward to this annual event, the
members about any further training or demoncamaraderie that evolves and, hopefully, lots
stration activities.
of good ﬁshing.
Bob Harbereder has lined up Jerry Kustich
Bob Kreider and I met with the Riverside
from Twin Bridges, Montana, to talk to us at
Parks and Recreation Department regarding
the August meeting with a presentation called
our continued use of the Izaak Walton Build“Steelhead Nation.” This presentation should
ing as our clubhouse. I was assured that we
prove to be very interesting to our members
will have an agreement similar to those in the since Steelhead are a little bigger that the napast, and this is being worked on by the city
tive trout in Southern California. Now that
staff and the ofﬁcers of the Deep Creek Fly
we are back in our regular clubhouse, I hope to
Fishers club. A few small changes will occur
see you all at our August meeting.
with our activities being reported in the Parks
and Recreation Department’s activity plan, and
Rod
we will become more active in city sponsored
ﬁshing events. We hope to have a fully negotipage 2
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Calendar of Events 2007

Ofﬁcers and Directors for 2007
President: Rod Castanien (909) 946-5251
rcastan@verizon.net
Vice President: Bob Habereder (951)-789-1895
matuka2@aol.com
Secretary: Rick Stark (909) 797-8565
rstark1@verizon.net
Treasurer: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com
Conservation: Steve Kopp (909) 793-6831
skopp@esri.com
Membership: Brett Browning (909) 793-8912
bbrowning7@verizon.net
Education: Jim Lloyd (909)790-7837
jlloyddds@aolcom
Outings: Mike Telles (951) 672-0303
miketelles@verizon.net
TIC: Doug Spieske (909) 798-4151
dspieske@verizon.net
Steve Zaborsky (951) 685-5718
sgzaborsky@aol.com
Rafﬂes: Fred Hustead (951) 369-0761
fredhustead@sbcglobal.net
Web master: Steve Clark (951) 275-9518
sjclark53@adelphia.net
Newsletter: Mike Wright (951) 244-8721
mikewright2m@mac.com

Feb 28--7:00pm meeting: Joe Humphreys
Nymph Fishing for Trout
March 28--7:00pm meeting:Guy Jeans: Fishing the
Kern (above and below Isabella)
April 25--7:00pm meeting:Nelson Ishiyama: Western Spring Creeks
May 3-10: DC OPENER
May 23--Barbeque & White Elephant Sale:7:00pm
meeting:Conway Bowman: Mako, Redﬁsh, and
Tarpon-My Favorite Fish
June 27--7:00pm meeting:Jim Schollmeyer: Chasing Western Hatches
July 25--7:00pm meeting:Joe Contaldi: Fly ﬁshing
the Mammoth Area(Meeting Place changed to Reid
Park Community Center-see map page 6)
Aug. 22--7:00pm meeting:Jerry Kustich:
Steelhead Nation
Sept. 26--7:00pm meeting:Nicole and Jason Apple:
Xtreme Flyﬁshing South America
Sept. 27- Oct 4: DC CLOSER
Oct. 24--7:00pm meeting:Members Night: Various
topics.
Nov 14--7:00pm meeting:TBA
Dec 5--ANNUAL BANQUET: 5:30pm Happy
Hour-7:00pm Dinner
AUGUST Speaker Continued from page 1

Training Calendar for 2007

His presentation details places to go, with tips
and tactics on how to improve your Steelhead
Intro to Fly Tying: Feb. 17, 24, Mar. 3. 9a.m. -1p.m.
ﬁshing.
Rod Building: Feb. 17, 24, Mar. 3, 10, 24, 31: 1:30
Hope to see you there!
p.m.-4:30 pm
Advanced Fly Tying:Mar. 10, 24. 9a.m. -1p.m
Lower Owens Stream Fishing Field Trip: March
22-23
Fly Fishing for Women, with Maggie Merriman
April 7. Details to follow
Intro to Fly Fishing:April 21: 9 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Intro to Fly Casting April 28th 9 a.m. - noon.
Intro to Entomology June 2 8:30 a.m. - noon
Advanced Fly Casting June 2 1 - 4 p.m.
West Fork of San Gabriel: 22 July: 9am-4pm
East Fork of San Gabriel: 19 August: 9am-4pm
Santa Ana River: 23 September: 9am-4pm
Fall Rod Building: 13 October + 4 other Saturdays

Jim Lloyd
Education Director
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Bob Habereder

CONSERVATION ANNOUNCEMENT
Gar Abbas from the Forest Service has asked the club to assist with a project for this fall
to help out the trout in Lytle Creek. During the summer, semi-aquatic humans take to the
streams constructing dams and diversions to pool water deep enough for them to swim and
stay cool. Unfortunately these recreational rock dams slow the ﬂow of the stream, warming
the water dangerously high for the trout, and act as barriers to ﬁsh passage. With this being
such a low water year, it is important for the ﬁsh to be able to move upstream to cooler water,
but these dams prevent that.
Gar has asked us to work with him on tearing down some of the more problematic structures. No prior experience necessary, this is tear down project so there’s no wrong way to do
it as long as the water ﬂows better than it did before you started. We are looking at Saturday
October 20th or 27th. Please let me know if you are interested and have a preference of dates,
stevekopp@hotmail.com or 909-793-6831.
And yes, we will leave time later in the day if people want to stay to ﬁsh.

DEEP CREEK FLY FISHERS APPLICATION
DUES SCHEDULE
INDIVIDUAL
$30.00
FAMILY
$40.00
Junior(13-18)
$10.00
Initiation Fee*
$15.00
*(New Members only)

Name:________________________________

__________ Cash
__________ Check

Address___________________________
City_______________________
State________
Home Phone:___________________________
Work Phone:__________________________
E-Mail Address__________________________
FFF MEMBER
YES_____
DATE EXPIRES_____________

Zip____________
Areas of Interest

_____Casting
_____Conservation
_____Rod Building

_____Club Trips
_____Fly Tying
_____Membership

NO_____
MEMBER #____________
TYPE MEMBERSHIP_____________________
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So, You Want To Tie Rotary By Chris Morrison (aka tyﬂier) – taken
from the Southern Sierra Fly Fishers newsletter

L

et’s start with some deﬁnitions. What
is “rotary tying” and how can it help
me tie better, faster, and more consistently? A
valid question, with a very simple answer, really. A rotary vise, also called In-Line Rotary,
True Rotary, and Full Rotary, is simply a vise
that allows you to hold a hook while keeping
the shank in a straight line parallel to the rotational axis of the vice jaws. That means that
whenever you need to apply a piece of material to the hook by wrapping it around the
hook shank, you can rotate the hook instead
of moving the material around it. This includes chenille, ﬂoss, dubbing loops, dubbing
brushes, quill bodies, peacock herl, ribbing
material, palmered hackle, collar hackle, soft
hackle…and a myriad of other materials. No
longer will you lose your grip on that piece
of chenille mid-wrap only to have the whole
body of your wooly bugger unravel, forcing
you to start over. It also means that you have
a full 360* view of your ﬂy available without moving your vise or removing the hook
from the jaws. Imagine…you can now view
the top, bottom and both sides of that intricate full-dress salmon ﬂy to make sure your
married wings are even and your expensive
Jungle Cock eyes are symmetrical.
So, how does rotary tying work? Again…
a valid question with a simple answer. Let’s
think about tying a wooly bugger. After you
have the tail, ribbing material, chenille, and
hackle tied in, you start to wrap your chenille
body forward using the standard “over-grabunder-grab” method. This is a time-consuming process, which can be maddeningly frustrating if you lose your grip on that chenille
mid-wrap, and the whole body unravels.
There is an easier way. On a rotary vise, once
you have your materials tied in, bring your

thread back to the front of the ﬂy behind the
hook eye, tie a half hitch, and drape your thread
over the bobbin rest. The bobbin rest is that funny-looking piece of wire that sticks out in front
of the vise. It holds your thread under tension
and out of the way. Now, grab your chenille,
hold it about 90* off to the side or above (or
even below, if you wish) the hook, and rotate
your vise while guiding the chenille forward.
See how easy that is? Since your hand holding the chenille never moves, you don’t risk losing your grip and having to start over. Now, tie
off and clip the excess chenille, tie another half
hitch, grab your hackle and in the same manner,
guide the hackle back towards the hook bend
to form your palmer. When you reach the hook
bend, wrap you ribbing material once around
the hackle to hold it in place, and then use the
rotation of the vise to guide your rib back towards the front. Tie off and clip the excess rib,
build a beautiful head, and ﬁnish the ﬂy. The
whole process took about half the time and
you never once lost your grip on any materials.
Look at the ﬂy, too. Have you ever tied such
an even and consistent body, rib, and hackle on
a wooly bugger this quickly and with as little
frustration? I didn’t think so.
Now imagine how easy it is to tie Copper
Johns, ﬂoss body wet ﬂies, Zebra Midges, Red
Quills, tinsel-bodied streamers, or any ﬂy with
a rib, dubbing loop body, or collar hackle. All
of these materials can be applied using the same
rotary techniques in half the time of traditional
techniques, and with 1/4 the frustration. Your
ﬂoss bodies will be ﬂat and even, your palmered hackled will be symmetrical all the way
through the length of the body, your ribbing
will be perfect…every time. Now that you understand what rotary tying is and how it works,
the next question is how to get started.
Continued on page 6
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Rotary Tying Continued form page 5

Well, there is no doubt that rotary vises are want a metal machine of beauty to tie your
more expensive than your standard Thompson ﬁsh-catching works of art on, but don’t want
Model-A. They should be. They are machined to spend $200 or more on a vise, these are the
pieces of working mechanics considering all
choices for you. Each one is an exceptional
the ball bearings and sleeves-matched-topiece of machinery designed with the comfort
shafts and what not. But don’t fret. You don’t
and ease of the tier in mind.
need to invest a small fortune to drastically
On the next level, you have vises that range
improve your tying and get started with the
in price from $200-500 and more, and these
rotary style. There are many vises available in beauties are the top of the food chain. Most of
a myriad of price ranges with different features the vises in this price range feature stunning
and functions, and I will provide you with a
beauty with unparalleled metal work and ma“short list” of my favorites.
chining, precision ball bearings with smooth,
Starting at under $100, there really is only effortless rotational abilities, comfortable and
one choice that I am aware of. The Dan-Vise is pleasing ergonomic designs for hours of tying
a delrin composite vise with metal jaws and a enjoyment, your choice of C-clamp or pedestal
cam-operated closing system, C-clamp mount, bases, and a myriad of available features and
true-rotary functionality, and honest hook
options such as indexing, which allows you to
holding strength, all for around $80. While the rotate the vise to a number of lockable posiprice may surprise you, don’t let it fool you.
tions along the 360* axis.
This is a solid piece of machinery, backed by
My favorite vise, and the one I tie on, is the
outstanding customer service. Many people
Dyna-King Barracuda Jr. It’s is a masterpiece
that tie on a Dan-Vise never see the need to
of American Made metal work, and hookpurchase another vise. It does everything a
holding monster. There is no hook that this
rotary vise should, including holding hooks
jaw cannot hold…truly. There are many other
from size 2 all the way down to 32, and prob- companies producing fantastic vises in this
ably even larger, though I’ve never tied larger price range, however, I have not had the pleaon one. There are only 2 downfalls to this vise. sure of tying on any of them, and so I cannot
First, it is only available in a C-clamp conﬁgu- make any recommendations. Do your research,
ration, and second, it has a fairly short basetie on a few at the shop before you buy one if
length from the point of the jaws to the rotary you can, and purchase the machine that is right
chamber, which means things can get a little
for you.
cramped when tying small ﬂies. There isn’t a
Now that you have the information you
whole lot of room in there, but they do make
need, it is time to start shopping around. Roan extension that you can purchase, or, you
tary tying will drastically improve the look of
will eventually get used to it.
your ﬂies and the ease of your tying, as well as
Next, there are several companies producmaking it faster and less frustrating. Don’t be
ing excellent machines for a price ranging
scared of change. Rotary vises can make your
from $150-200, and these machines are true
tying so much more pleasurable that you will
works of art. Renzetti, Grifﬁn, and Peak are
spend more time at the vise and produce much
the three that I have tried, and they are master- better looking and higher quality ﬂies. You’ve
ful vises. Brilliant beauty, true hook-holding
really nothing to lose, except frustration, hand
power, great customer service, and years of
cramps, and un-even ﬂies.
experience and tradition in vise making. If you
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ODDS AND ENDS
DEEP CREEK ROD BUILDERS
TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM NEEDS
The Club has procured 12 sets of Rod
VOLUNTEERS.(REPEAT)
Building material from the Federation for our
Trout in The Classroom Needs A Few
Rod Building Classes. We ordered 6 sets of
Good Men (Or Women)---A few weeks ago
3wt, 3piece and 6 sets of 5wt 3 piece. The
we made our biggest -and only-rainbow egg
next Rod Building class is scheduled for 13
delivery of the year... We weren’t able to get
October and the cost of the Class will include
any eggs for our Jan-Mar cycle making for a
your rod building Kit($45). See Rick Proulx
lot of disappointed teachers and students. But at the meetings or call him at 951- 452-4590
they’re smiling now!!! We were able to get
to signup for the classes.
equipment and eggs to those who missed the
winter cycle as well as those signed up for the
GET YOUR MONEY IN FOR THE
spring cycle. They are really excited about
CLOSER
releasing their “babies” in May and June.
Mike Telles announced last meeting that he
Because of the large number of kids, we’re
was collecting for the Sept. 27- Oct 4 Closer.
going to need some extra help at the releases.
The price is $160 for one or all days with the
I’d like to invite Dcf’ers to share some of the
only other expenses being gas and food.
knowledge that you’ve acquired over the years
Mike will collect your money at the meetwith these kids----could be casting,aquatic
ings or you can send him a check at his adinsect identification, or any other kind of fish
dress:
related info---You don’t have to be an expert
Mike Telles
to do this, and our regulars will help . Come
31348 Hallwood Ct.
join us! Call me with any questions Doug
Menifee CA 92584-8720
Spieske 909-798-4151 Thanks!
You need to get your money in asap to insure a place in the ﬁrst two condos.
BUD NOVITS IS HOLDING SPECIAL
FLY TYING CLASSES.(REPEAT) If you
want to participate, call Bud. He is one of the
best flytyers in our club and a superb teacher.

TRAINING OUTINGS REMINDER
Don’t forget the training and ﬁshing outings on the local streams. The dates and places are:
-22 July: West Fork San Gabriel
-19 August: East Fork San Gabriel
FISHING AND CASTING ASSIS-23 September: Santa Ana River
TANCE BEFORE MONTHLY MEETINGS
Contact Mike Wright at 951-244-8721 or
Personal will be available at the monthly
mikewright2m@mac.com for additional inmeetings to assist those who need help with
formation and signup at the meetings for the
casting or any other fishing questions that
future classes/outings.
members might have. We will be available
Sept 15th, is the new day for the Jenks Lake
from 5-6:30pm on the day of the meetings and
Fish Fest. It is not the 8th as was previously
will provide equipment if needed, but request
scheduled.
you bring your own outfit to practice.
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P. O. BOX 8203
REDLANDS, CAL 92375

22 AUGUST
MEETING DATE

